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Be Pure

1. Motivate

As a young person, how did you decide whether something was right or wrong for you to do?  What kind of factors influenced and determined the standards by which you made your decisions?
· what you were taught at church

· what your parents said you could or could not do

· what were the rules (for school, for home, etc.)

· Bible passages

· do what your friends were doing … go with the flow … you might have thought that if your friends were doing this activity, it can’t be too terrible bad

2. Transition

In today’s world all of receive confusing messages about what is right and wrong
· do what feels right to you

· do what makes you feel good

· the Bible may or may not agree with what we do … that’s said to be OK!!?

The fact is, what the Bible says does matter. 

Today ( we look at what the Bible says about moral and sexual purity.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Pure Standards
Listen for an important commitment called for in this passage.
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [2] Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Sacrifices offered in the temple were animals who were killed.  What do you think a “living sacrifice” is?
· obviously still alive

· given over to God

· given to God for His purposes … to do as He wishes while one is still alive

How is this spiritual worship?

· worship is declaring the worthiness of God

· when we surrender our will to God, we declare Him worthy to be the “boss” of our life

In what ways are we tempted to conform or be influenced by what is going on around us?

· the news media implies certain ideologies

· our friends who pressure us to go along with them in certain activities

· our desire to belong to the group so we talk and act and dress like them

· entertainment media shows how the “cool people” or the in crowd act

What is the role of our minds, our intellect in determining the way we live?

· our minds deal with the logic of what we choose to do

· the mind weighs the arguments for versus against

· Note: our emotions appeal to a different part of our psychological make up

· our will actually makes the choice

How can God transform or change our actions by molding or renewing our minds?

· fill our minds with proper thoughts

· set aside inputs (TV, movies, reading material) which present the world’s value system

· provide our minds with the proper information by which to make decisions

· when we “feed” our minds on God’s Word, God’s Truth, we then have the correct information or input to make wise decisions
Note the result of  God’s transforming of your mind … Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
3.2 Pure Change
Listen for how some sinners deceive themselves.
1 Cor. 6:9-11 (NIV)  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders [10] nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. [11] And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

According to this passage, who is it that will not inherit the kingdom (rule) of God?
· wicked

· sexually immoral

· idolaters

· adulterers

· prostitutes

· homosexuals

· thieves

· greedy

· drunkards

· slanderers

· swindlers

What happened to transform the people who had been trapped in lifestyles of sexual sin?

· people in the church at Corinth had been these kind of people!

· God changed them … washed, sanctified, justified
· changed in the name and authority of Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit
What do some of those terms mean?
	Washed
	Sanctified
	Justified

	· sins washed away

· minds and emotions cleansed

· old influences  taken away
	· set apart for God

· set apart to God

· made holy, separate from the world
	· God declares us to be without sin

· God able to look at us “just as if” we had not sinned


How does it make a person feel to know that they have been washed, set apart to be holy, and declared to be sinless before God the Father?

· thrilled

· excited

· thankful

· desire to do right things, make right choices

What difference should it make in a person’s life if they have been sanctified and justified by God’s Holy Spirit?

· set free from sin’s influence in our lives

· able to make right decisions with the right information in our minds, with right motivations in our hearts
3.3 Pure Ownership
Listen for the concept that Christians are not really their own.
1 Cor. 6:13-20 (NIV)  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. [14] By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. [15] Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! [16] Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." [17] But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.    [18] Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. [19] Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; [20] you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

The people in Corinth had a saying, "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”

· our body gets hungry so we eat

· that is what food is for

They tried to apply the same concept to sex … “Sex for the body and the body for sex” declaring that it is just the same as hunger for food and eating because we are hungry.

What does Paul say to this argument?

· the body is not for sexual immorality

· the body is for the Lord  … the Lord is for our bodies

What does this passage say about how our bodies are special?

· your bodies are members of Christ himself

· your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit

· God’s Holy Spirit lives within you, indwells you

How should we treat our bodies if they are actually temples for the Holy Spirit?

· take care of them

· do temple maintenance

· do not abuse them (substance abuse, get sufficient rest, exercise, etc.)

· keep them morally pure

· make them a “place” where God is honored and glorified

According to the passage, what do we do to the body of Christ when we take part in sexual immorality?

· recall that our bodies are members of Christ, Himself

· when you enter sexual relations, you enter into a “one flesh” relationship

· for a believer, this joins Christ (of whom we are joined) into a one flesh relationship with an adulterer/fornicator

How do advertising and entertainment media encourage wrong attitudes about our bodies?

· can be used to sell all kinds of things

· immorality is glamorized … made to look desirable

· they ignore the results of broken homes

· possibility of sexually transmitted diseases is taken quite likely

· the idea of abstinence or “True Love Waits” is trashed as unscientific, impossible to prove

· it presents homosexuality, promiscuity and sexual activity outside of marriage as normal and acceptable

In what specific ways is it possible for you to honor God with your body?

· living a life of purity

· giving of your skills and energies to serve God, to work for His Kingdom

· model purity to children, grand children

In what way are our bodies “not your own”?

· bought with a price

What was the price that bought your body?

· blood of Jesus Christ

· Jesus died on the cross, gave His life so you could live

Why should that matter as to how we use/abuse our bodies?

· think how you treat the expensive dishes at your house

· they are worth more than the daily plastic plates

· they are not used to feed the doggie

· they are treated with care and respect … brought out only for special occasions

( Our bodies should not be used for activities which are demeaning in relationship to the price paid for them.

4. Application
4.1 If you have prayer or accountability partners, be sure to pray specifically for and with each other

· for moral purity

· for sexual purity

· for their families

4.2 Young people today face many more and different types temptations and challenges to live pure lives.
· pray for them

· pray that they will sense the power of God’s Holy Spirit within them to make right choices

· pray that they will flee temptation … and keep fleeing!

4.3 Make careful choices as to how you feed your mind and emotions on what is available … allow God to renew your mind
· forego that sitcom to spend time with God’s Word instead

· fill your mind with the principles and concepts of God’s Word

· memorize scripture

· keep a journal of what God has to say to you as you read each day
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