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Be Trustworthy

1. Motivate

Think of a long lasting friendship you have had.  What kinds of things contributed to the length and strength of this relationship?
· common situation (age, jobs, schooling, background)

· common interests

· an experience you went through together

· similar perspective on life

· maybe a contrast in age or experience – a parent/mentor and child relationship

· the sharing of a responsibility

2. Transition

Today we look at the value of trust between two friends.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Commitment
Listen for a commitment Jonathan made to David.
1 Samuel 18:1-4 (NIV)  After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. [2] From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. [3] And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. [4] Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 

What kinds of difficulties could have arisen between the oldest son of the king and a skillful and popular soldier also living in the palace?
· jealousy

· competition

· stress

· mistrust

According to this passage how did Jonathan feel about David?

· he became one in spirit with David

· he loved him as himself

What did Jonathan do to demonstrate his deep friendship?

· made a covenant with David

· gave David his robe and tunic 

· this was probably  a  military tunic, a symbol of position and/or authority

· gave him his sword, bow, belt

· these are also symbols of military authority
What kinds of things could we give to a friend to demonstrate great loyalty and trust in them?
· make them guardians of our children in case of our demise

· co-sign a loan (??  -- actually, scripture warns against this)

· give them a key to our house while we are away or in case of emergency

· allow them to borrow a vehicle

· allow children to stay overnight with them

· go into a business partnership with them

Why must a relationship survive on more than just the “right chemistry” between two people?
· life is more than having fun together

· similar interests or thinking are not enough to survive hard times that come our way in life

· an ongoing relationship is built on the choice to do right by your friend, even when it costs something (time, effort, even finances)

( A real personal relationship calls for commitment

3.2 Loyalty
Listen for the risk that Jonathan took on behalf of David.
1 Samuel 19:4-7 (NIV)  Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, "Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. [5] He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?" [6] Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: "As surely as the Lord lives, David will not be put to death." [7] So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before. 

What arguments did Jonathan make to his father, King Saul?
· he spoke well of David

· don’t do wrong to David

· David has not wronged you, actually what he has done has benefited you greatly

· David risked his life for you, it won a great victory for Israel

· don’t kill him for no reason

How did Saul react to this plea, this defense of David?

· Saul took an oath

· “David will not be put to death”

· he allowed David to return to the palace

· he treated David as he had before
Why do you think Jonathan seemed more loyal to David than to his own father?

· he saw the king’s irrational behavior

· the king had no valid reason to attack David

· in contrast, he saw David’s right actions and attitude

David seemed to take Saul’s word at face value and trust him.  Why do you think he would do so?
· this was the king … he respected the office or position of the king

· he figured the word of the king ought to be worth something  (for the time being, anyway)

· he had Jonathan’s word also … he knew Jonathan had prepared the way

What kinds of things should be true in your life if people are going to trust what you say?
· a good long term track record of loyalty in the past

· how you are treating people around you right now

· your sincerity, how you communicate your promises

· what it is you promise … is it within your power to do as you say you will?

3.3 Honesty
Listen for what promise Jonathan makes to David.
1 Samuel 20:10-13 (NIV) David asked, "Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?" [11] "Come," Jonathan said, "let's go out into the field." So they went there together. [12] Then Jonathan said to David: "By the Lord, the God of Israel, I will surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? [13] But if my father is inclined to harm you, may the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away safely. May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father. 
Jonathan and David had a recurring problem.  How were they honest with each other in this passage?
· David asks for inside information … how is Saul going to act?

· Jonathan takes an oath to find out Saul’s current attitude

· he also promises to let David know exactly how things are

· then Jonathan pronounces a blessing or a prayer

Jonathan pronounces a blessing, “May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father.”  What kind of significance can you infer from this blessing?

· Jonathan seems to know that David will be the king

· He is OK with that

· furthermore, he wants it to go well for David as the king

What does it say about Jonathan that he chose to remain loyal to David, even to the point of working against his own father’s commands?

· Jonathan is aware of what God is doing

· he would rather have God’s will than his own fame

· he was unselfish

How can a relationship continue to grow under extreme strain and tension like they had?

· stay focused on what God is doing

· act unselfishly

· put other people’s needs ahead of your own

· trust in God’s power, love, authority in all situations

Loyal care is like an extended, helping hand for a friend.  How can you extend a hand to a fellow believer?
· prayer support

· pitch in and help when they suffer adversity (injury, accident, tragedy)

· giving of your time and even financial resources when they are needed

· go out of your way to minister to them … even if you don’t know them (recall recent ministries to hurricane victims, tsunami victims)

3.4 Consistency

Listen for what happened at this last meeting between Jonathan and David.
1 Samuel 20:16-17 (NLT)  So Jonathan made a covenant with David, saying, "May the Lord destroy all your enemies!" [17] And Jonathan made David reaffirm his vow of friendship again, for Jonathan loved David as much as he loved himself. 

What do you see in this passage that shows Jonathan is consistent about his behavior toward David?
· made another covenant

· declared destruction on David’s enemies

· asked David to reaffirm their vow of friendship

· demonstrated again that he loved David as he loved himself

How does a consistent loving relationship foster trust and love in return?
· both parties of in a relationship know that the attitude of love will not change

· even when a relationship is stressed, love is present
· you feel you are not taking a chance on being rejected

· consistent kindness and love does not increase and decrease based on good or bad times
What evidence do  you see of God’s consistent love for you?

· Consider Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

· even when we fail the Lord, He still loves us and wants to reestablish a loving relationship

· Note Ephes. 2:4,5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, [5] made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 

( Trust grows in relationships when we have

· a strong and consistent commitment to one another
· a strong and consistent commitment to God
4. Application
4.1 Loyalty is a helping hand to a friend in need
· how will you this week come to the aid of someone in your circle of acquaintances?

· how can you pray for them

· what are some practical needs that you can help meet

4.2  A relationship built on honesty can continue under extreme stress and tension
· be gentle in your honesty, not brutal

· don’t gloss over problems, face them head on together

· be honest with God … tell Him your fears, your frustrations  … admit your inability to cope

4.3 Evaluate your close relationships
· how well do they reflect trust, loyalty, honesty, and consistency?

· ask God to develop those qualities in your life

· these qualities might be considered an extension of the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, self control, faithfulness)
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