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Being Productive



1. Motivate

How does serious illness or an accident change your life for the better?

· you take pleasure in each day

· you are more careful

· you realize your need to depend on God

· you slow your pace

· you value your relationships more

How does moving to a new job or moving to a new neighborhood mature you?

· learn to depend on God more

· learn the value of new relationships

· appreciate old relationships

· you acquire new knowledge and skills

· realize people everywhere have similar needs and problems

2. Transition

In some ways, growth can be painful

· God has made every provision for us as we experience growing pains in our walk with Him

· Today we seek to discover how Jesus used the concepts of nurturing plants to apply to spiritual growth

3. Bible Study

3.1 Remain in Jesus

Listen for the actions God performs as the “gardener” who tends the vines.

John 15:1-4 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  [2] He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  [3] You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  [4] Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

Consider the three personalities spoken of in the passage, God the Father, Jesus, and believers.  What is the role of each as specified by the passage?

	Role of the Father
	Jesus’ Role
	Believers’ Role

	· the gardener

· remove fruitless branches

· prune

· increase fruitfulness
	· communicate Truth

· cleanse believer

· the Vine

· indwell the believer (remain in us)
	· remain in Christ

· bear fruit only by remaining in Christ


What is the purpose of pruning

· stimulates new growth, more growth

· results in increased fruitfulness

What are some common types of pruning that Christians need?

· get rid of sins in our lives

· get rid of things which would tend to pull us away from Christ

· get our focus back on Jesus, get Him back into first place in our lives

· Things which hinder our relationship with the Lord – possessions, ambitions, relationships, pleasures

What does it mean to “abide” in Christ?

· daily, moment by moment dependence on the Lord

· a close relationship where we speak with Him easily, hear His promptings in our hearts and minds

· implies an ongoing relationship, not just a one time experience

· results from submission to, obedience of Christ, of the Holy Spirit

3.2 Be Productive

Listen for results of a genuine relationship with Christ and the results of not remaining in Christ.

John 15:5-8 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  [6] If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  [7] If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  [8] This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  

What results do you see in this passage from a genuine relationship with Christ?

· bear much fruit

· able do accomplish meaningful things (apart from me you can do nothing)

· not thrown away

· can ask what we wish (while abiding in Him) and it will be given

· glorify God by bearing much fruit

· demonstrate our relationship with God, our discipleship

Consider this case study:  A young minister had completed his seminary training and was serving in his first full-time pastorate.  This church was significantly larger than the two churches he had served as pastor during his student days.  Nevertheless, the young minister was confident.  He had received good training and believed that he had all the skills needed to lead a church effectively.  


Several months into his new pastorate, the young minister described his vision for the congregation.  He presented a plan that was designed to result in a 50% increase in attendance during the next year.  The pastor also appointed a long-range planning committee to study the needs for additional buildings.  The pastor’s vision and plan met with little opposition, a fact that he interpreted as support.  Nine months later, however, the expected attendance increase had not materialized; attendance had, in fact, declined.  The young minister became very discouraged and considered resigning from his position as pastor.

How might our passage be used to provide helpful counsel to this young minister?

· he was depending on his training and his skills

· Jesus said, “apart from me you can do nothing”

· his focus was on his plans, not God's plans for the church

· nothing in the story about praying for God's guidance

· He needed to work together with the rest of the church leadership, in dependence on God, determining what kind of growth God might have for them

Why do some Christians (not only pastors) try to serve Christ depending only on their own resources and skills rather than depending on Christ’s power?

· we have training

· we have technology

· we have determination … it’s the American way!

· we are raised to be self sufficient, to stand on our own two feet

What kind of fruitfulness does Jesus mean when He says, “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit”?

· fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, goodness, patience, kindness, long suffering, faithfulness, gentleness)

· souls won for Christ

· ministries for/to others – using our Spiritual Gifts

3.3 Remain in Jesus’ Love

What kind of skill have you learned by watching someone else repeatedly perform the skill?

· cooking

· woodworking

· auto mechanic

· woodcarving

· artistic painting

· teaching

How was this method of learning more effective than just reading a book about the skill?

· you see the moves

· you take note of little details that cannot be communicated only in print

Listen for How Christ teaches us by His example.

John 15:9-11 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  [10] If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  [11] I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  

How does Christ teach us by example?

· He obeyed His Father’s commands

· He remained in His Father’s love

What evidence does Jesus mention about abiding in Christ’s love?

· obedience of Christ’s commands

· follow Christ’s example of obedience

· Christ’s joy is in us

· joy made complete

What is the connection between abiding in Christ’s love and obedience to Christ?

· when you love your parents, obedience is one way of demonstrating that love

· a child that knows they are loved and loves in return wants to do nothing that would disappoint or hurt that love relationship

· contrast the child who child who obeys out of fear 

· or who disobeys as an act of rebellion – questioning or doubting the love of his/her parents

3.4 Love One Another

Listen for how Jesus demonstrates His love for the disciples

John 15:12-17 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  [13] Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  [14] You are my friends if you do what I command.  [15] I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  [16] You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  [17] This is my command: Love each other.  

What was Jesus command for his disciples?

· love one another

· love as much as Jesus had loved them

· be his friends (no longer servants) demonstrated by obedience

In what way had Jesus showed his love recently for them?

· washed their dirty feet

· the master, the teacher, the leader had taken a servant’s role and washed their feet

What is the supreme expression of Jesus’ love for His disciples, for us?

· lay down his life for his friends

· Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

What challenges are involved in truly loving other Christians?

· they are still only sinners, saved by grace

· they are sometimes mean and ornery

· we are occasionally hurt by what they say or do

· it especially hurts because we want to think that they will be nice, since we know they are believers

· our own sinful nature wants to retaliate against wrongs done to us

What challenges are involved in truly loving non-believers?

· they have no particular like for believers

· sometimes they are exactly opposed to what we might think or say or do

· we know that in some situations they are working against the Lord 

Note that spiritual fruit is mentioned again

· fruit of the Spirit

· souls influenced for the Kingdom of God

· lives changed as a result of our ministries

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Be aware of events in your life as part of God's pruning – both good and “bad” events can be a part of that growing and improving process

· look back over recent events

· how has God taught you things, drawn you closer to Him as a result of these pruning events

( Thank Him for His loving shaping and molding of your life to be more like Him

4.2 Ask God to show you ways in which you can be “abiding in Him” more

· trust Him to produce fruit in your life

· ask Him to make that fruit “abundant”

4.3  List ways in which Christ has made your joy complete.

· provisions

· protection

· blessings

· relationships

4.4  Consider the benefits and responsibilities of Christ viewing me as His friend

· ongoing communication (in both directions)

· trust

· honesty

· dependence on His faithfulness
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