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Being Friends



1. Motivate

What are some characteristics of a good friend?

· trustworthy

· non condemning

· fun to be with

· understands you and still likes you

· you’ve had some good times together

· even if you’ve been separated for a long time, you just pickup where you left off

· keeps confidences without blabbing

· you know you can call on them for help just about any time

2. Transition

Probably it is impossible to find someone who meets all these requirements

( Today we will look at our own abilities to be the kind of friend God expects

( Be thinking about how your own friendship qualities compare to our list and to what we find in our Bible study
3. Bible Study

3.1 Always Be Dependable

Listen for a parallelism in these verses … also a contrast.
Proverbs 17:17    A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Proverbs 18:24  A man of many companions may come to ruin,  but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

Proverbs are often written in double statements – sometimes parallel statements, sometimes contrasts

What two types of people are compared in parallel?

· friend

· brother

What is the same about these two similar relationships?

· they love you no matter what

· they are not “fair weather friends”

· even in adversity you can depend on them

· they won’t abandon you in tough times

What do you think it means that having many companions could bring you to ruin?

· too many friends

· so many friends that none of them is close enough to depend on

What is the alternative in this contrast?

· better to have at least one fiend who is dependable

· such a person will be closer than even a relative

· best to choose friends carefully

( College dean once told us in freshman year … your choice of friends can significantly affect the success (or lack of it) for your whole college career

· how you pursue your studies

· how wisely you use your time

Similarly true in any setting
· activities you become involved in
3.2 Speak the Truth in Love

Listen for how being a friend sometimes requires difficult steps.
Proverbs 27:5-6 Better is open rebuke than hidden love. [6] Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.

Proverbs 27:9-10 Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of one's friend springs from his earnest counsel.  [10] Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father, and do not go to your brother's house when disaster strikes you--        better a neighbor nearby than a brother far away.

Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.

Recently someone at work had their collar and their tie all turned up, not fixed right.  Several of us (including me) must have seen it but were hesitant to correct him … Why?

· embarrassing

· don’t want to offend, hurt his feelings

· it was already halfway through the day, he’d wonder why we hadn’t said anything earlier

· figured someone else would say something

These are the risks of being a friend … what are the rewards?

· they will return the favor when we need it

· they have our interests at heart, as do we theirs

· mutual dependence – God's design for the church, the Body of Christ
So what do these verses have to say about honest communication between friends?

· it is kinder to say something to make the correction than to let them go on being/looking foolish

· it may be like a wound at first, but coming from a friend it is a kindness

· earnest counsel (even when negative) is sweetness like perfume 

Think about your really close friends … how have they influenced your life?

· they modeled Christian attributes

· they gave advice I needed, a comment at just the right time

· they were a good testimony, a good example

· they pointed out my foibles when I needed to do something about it 
3.3 Help Settle Disputes

Listen for how Paul suggests that a dispute be helped to be settled.
Philip. 4:1-3 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  [2] I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord.  [3] Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.  

What do you think are some of the hindrances in settling disputes?
· people’s feelings

· it has been going on a long time

· the disputants might not even agree on what the dispute is about!!

· each person thinks they are right an the other person is wrong

· people cannot see the viewpoint of someone else, they cannot/will not put themselves in the other person’s shoes

Why do you think Paul made no mention of the facts or details of the disagreement between Euodia and Syntyche? 

· he might not have known

· the reason for the dispute was not really the issue

· the true issue was that Christians should be able to get along … at least agree to disagree

· if he mentioned the reason, he might get people elsewhere taking sides on the issue

( This should tell us that the reasons for disagreements/disputes are usually not the important issue

( Living in harmony is more important than always proving we are right or forcing others to agree with us

Remember … when people sing in harmony, they are singing different notes but still sound good together (when they sing the same song!).

( Believers may have different opinions and ideas, but still get along good together and agree on basics.

What was Paul’s suggestion to help them get back together?  Why?

· he asked a fellow worker there (Timothy?) to act as a go between

· might take another person to break the ice

· the extra person can sometimes be uninvolved emotionally and help disputants get past feelings

· could be the person intervening and helping them to see the spiritual issues they needed to consider
3.4 Meet Needs

Listen for what is unusual about this thank-you note?
Philip. 4:10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. … [14] Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.  [15] Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only;  [16] for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need.  

What are some ways in which friends have helped you tangibly during your times of need?
· bring in food during family crisis

· actually give finances

· come and help fix a car, a household problem

· organize others to help

· come and help clean when there was some physical problem

· do yard work when you were unable

Not only should we meet the needs of our friends, but we should allow our own needs to be met.  What are some hindrances that keep us from accepting help offered to us?

· pride

· the “I can do it myself” attitude (left over from being a 2 yr old!!)

· we don’t want to owe any one else 

· we cannot admit that we are unable to handle things on our own

· accepting help forces us to admit our own limitations

( Note that this is the same problem we have when we come to the point of conversion

· admitting our own helplessness to deal with sin

· this is true not only for our initial salvation experience but often later on when we come to the place where we admit our own inability to live an ongoing life that pleases God … we cannot do it without God's help

( It is God's intent that in some areas he uses other members of the Body of Christ (the church) to be that help !!

Think about the most exciting giving to God's work that you ever experienced …
· a special missionary project

· a special outreach event

· a specific missionary you supported

It gave you joy because you saw the results specifically make a change in people’s lives

· you knew it was accomplishing something special

· you knew that person was putting your resources to good work

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Think about opportunities to meet the needs of a friend 

· be sensitive to God's opportunities

· you can make a difference in a person’s life when you help meet a need

· it is a way that you can say thank you to God for His help to you … give to one of His children in need

4.2 Take some definite steps towards being a Christian friend to others

· always be dependable

· speak the truth in love

· help settle disputes

4.3 Pray for your friends 

· know them well enough to pray specifically

· be sure to ask them about how that prayer request is doing … then you can thank and praise God with them!

· Thank God for the friends He has given you
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