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Celebrating the Savior’s Birth

1. Motivate

When you think about uncomfortable travel, what personal experiences do you recall?
· forced to stay in a shabby hotel

· a very, very long bus ride

· stranded by the roadside

· trying to stay awake while driving over night

· down the road in a driving snow storm

· having a very large person crowd you in your airplane seat

· stuck in a traffic jam trying to escape the hurricane

2. Transition

Today we look at a young couple who 

· traveled a long way
· she was very pregnant – ended up delivering at their destination

· had no reservations when they arrived
Today ( we celebrate the birth of the child delivered in such a difficult situation.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Appreciate the Challenging Circumstances
Listen for atypical conditions for the birth of a baby.
Luke 2:4-7 (NIV)  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. [5] He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. [6] While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, [7] and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

According to this passage, several elements of the story are extraordinary for birthing a baby.  What unusual things do you see?
· Mary traveling late in her pregnancy

· says they were “pledged to be married” and  she was “expecting a child”

· they had no normal place to stay … there was “no room for them in the inn”

· the birth took place in some sort of stable or animal shed

· for a crib she used a feeding trough

How can the way Mary managed her challenges help us to handle our difficulties?

· she had God’s promises … so do we

· she trusted what God told her

· she made the best of what was there … a feeding trough is the right size and shape, use it for a baby bed

· we know of no complaints, no whining

· later we read of how she “pondered these things” … she looked for God at work

What specific actions of or interventions by God do you see in this story?
· prompted the Roman emperor to call for a census

· this got Joseph heading for his ancestral home, Bethlehem

· by this time Joseph had been told by God to go ahead with the marriage, despite the unusual and potentially scandalous circumstances

· God put two descendents of King David together as the earthly parents for the Messiah

Why would it have been hard to see God at work while they were in the midst of these events?

· they are dealing with the inconvenience of the trip
· when you cannot find a place to stay and your wife goes into labor, you have a hard time realizing on the hand of God shaping the overall events

· it would be easy to focus on the cold, the smell, the dirty surroundings … hard to see God working in the center of this

For each of the situations below, how might God be at work, arranging timing and events in our lives that are hard to realize when they are happening?

	Life Event
	How might God be accomplishing something?

	Loss of a job
	· God opens you up to something new He wants you to do

· there are problems in the company, gets you out of a bad situation

	Delayed by a flat tire
	· you miss being involved in a big pile-up on the Interstate

· you meet someone who helps you with the tire, you help them in some way – maybe spiritually

	You meet an old high school classmate by chance
	· you discover they are really in need spiritually and you are able to minister to them or even lead them to Jesus
· he/she has a connection that helps you find a job or provide a service you need

	A busy church worker moves away, leaving several empty positions
	· you are pressed into a ministry new to you and find out this is a spiritual gift
· more people get involved who were not involved before

	A new family moves into your neighborhood
	· you get to know them and are able to minister to their needs
· they become involved in your church and have a significant ministry

	“by chance” your teenage son/daughter meets a fine Christian gal/fellow at church camp
	· they have similar interests and goals God brings them into a godly, long term relationship

· the person becomes a good friend, especially needed at this point in both their lives


3.2 Tell the Good News
Listen for specific directions given to the shepherds.
Luke 2:8-12 (NIV)  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. [9] An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. [10] But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. [11] Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. [12] This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

Shepherds were at the bottom of the socio-economic structure in those days.  They were considered ceremonially unclean in Jewish culture.  Why then would God bring the news of the Messiah’s birth first to them?  (There are hints in the passage)
· God was not concerned about social opinions

· God sent the Savior for all people, no matter who

· This was “good news of great joy that will be for all the people”

· He wanted to stress that Jesus came for even the lowest strata of society

What specific information were the shepherds given?

· Savior born today in Bethlehem (town of David)

· He is the Messiah, the Lord

· the specific child you should look for is one wrapped in cloths and lying in a feeding trough

The shepherds received a personal announcement about Jesus.  How can we make Christmas personal to those around us?

· give meaningful gifts, not just something that is nice and expensive enough to keep up appearances

· give the gift of your personal attention and time with those around you … listening, sharing their joys, dreams, sorrows

· find someone who is hurting and personally minister to them, to their hurt
· be involved in an outreach ministry … at a city mission, at Home for Habitat, on a short term mission trip

· write a letter to a missionary – tell them of your prayers, your interest in their work

Consider the angels’ declaration that they had “good news of great joy.”  What can we do to keep from losing the great joy of this news in all our holiday rush?
· you can lose the joy by either being too busy or too isolated

· don’t let yourself get rushed into too many activities

· say “no” to some of the activities and spend personal time with your family instead

· if you have no family with which to share the joy of Jesus birth, find a place to volunteer your time with others (church, hospital, nursing home, etc.)

· read the Christmas story in different versions of the Scriptures

3.3 Praise God for Sending the Savior
What kind of wonderful news causes you to rush to tell someone else?

· you got a new job

· the house sold (the offer on the new house was accepted)
· your kid passed a hard test at school

· a new baby

Listen for the specific response of the shepherds to the events of that night.
Luke 2:16-20 (NIV)  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. [17] When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, [18] and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. [19] But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. [20] The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
How did the shepherds respond to what they had seen and heard?
· hurried off, found Mary, Joseph, the baby

· they told others about what they had heard and what they found

· when they eventually went out to the sheep pastures they glorified and praised God for all they had heard and seen
What specific things do you think they said as they glorified and praised God?

· You should have seen those angels

· Wow could they sing … don’t know where the orchestra came from, though

· We had to look several places, but we finally found the baby

· Can you believe it?   That was the Messiah we saw!

How did Mary respond to all these events – the trip, the smelly stable, the birthing of her first child?

· she treasured all these things

· she pondered them in her heart

What specific things do you think went through her mind as she “pondered?”

· What will he be like as he grows up?

· How will I be a good mother to him?

· What kind of Messiah will he be?

We see here both outward enthusiasm and inward reflection … what is the value of each?
	Outward Enthusiasm
	Inward Reflection

	· involves others who hear 

· verbal praise and worship is good

· encourages others

· it’s fun
· involves singing, verbalizing
	· allows God to speak to us of deeper meanings

· meditation of God’s Truth internalizes our faith

· becomes more than just emotions

· journaling or writing down your thoughts can lead to written expressions which encourage or challenge others


4. Application
4.1 Think of some creative ways in which you can honor Jesus in your Christmas celebrations this year
· read the Christmas story before your meal or on Christmas eve

· sing some carols around the table

· make a birthday cake, sing Happy Birthday to the Baby Jesus (especially good for small children)

· invite a neighbor to your home for a meal or a dessert 

· someone who is alone 

· someone who may be from another culture
4.2 We saw the example of both outward enthusiasm and inward reflection.  Try to do some of both this year (and throughout the year).
· take your SS class caroling to homebound people (in private homes or in nursing homes)

· get a couple of other neighbor families and carol on your street to the others

· start a journal in which you write down your thoughts as you read the Christmas story and as you do your daily Bible reading

· as a devotional exercise, write your own lyrics to the melody of a Christmas carol

4.3 Remember how Mary and Joseph responded to their challenging circumstances
· God guided them in their pilgrimage of faith

· God worked at all levels of society to accomplish His purposes … the emperor, the innkeeper, young newly-weds

· Mary and Joseph believed what God told them … and obeyed
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