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Communicate

1. Motivate

What are some important principles for communication?
· speak clearly

· listen carefully

· choose words carefully

· understand the person(s) to whom you are communicating

· remove interference (noise) which inhibits communication

· all parties feel free to state their views

· don’t interrupt

What are advantages when good communication happens  within a group, within a family?

· you know where everyone stands

· important information is transmitted

· important questions are answered

2. Transition

Today we look at intentionally communicating with others
· about God and His ways

· about building relationships
3. Bible Study

3.1 Exhort
Listen for ways we should communicate with our children.
Deut. 6:4-9 (NIV)  Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [5] Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. [6] These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. [8] Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. [9] Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

We’ll look at when and how in a moment, but what was to be communicated in these ways and in the situations specified?

· Jehovah is God

· The God Who Is … contrasted to “them who ain’t”

· Jehovah is one God 

· contrasted to the polytheism around them

· Love Him with all your heart, soul, strength

· all of your being
What specific opportunities does God suggest people use to talk about God’s truth with their children (and grandchildren)?
· when you sit at home

· when you walk along the road

· when you lie down

· when you get up

What are some other situations that we might include in our modern culture?

· riding down the road in the car

· reading books at bed time

· commenting on the beauty of creation you see on a vacation trip
· noting a beautiful sunrise or sunset

· choosing nature shows on TV, rather than violence or foolishness

· pointing out how our Biblical worldview differs from that of secular opinions in some of these nature presentations

Note  also three different ways of communication mentioned …

· writing

· talking

· tie them, bind them to wrists or forehead
How would written scripture verses or spiritual admonitions posted on the wall in our homes affect children?
· they are repeatedly reminded of a particular Biblical Truth

· while it can become familiar, it is still part of their environment and sticks in their mind (in our minds)

· in some cases these might be something made in VBS or Sunday School or at church camp – it is a child’s own handiwork  

· by displaying it, you affirm their work as well as God’s Truth

What other tangible and practical reminders could we use to accomplish the goal of raising children who love the Lord above all else?

· Christian music – there are many age appropriate sources of music
· making music together as a family

· games with a Christian ethic (check out the Christian bookstores)

· T-shirts with Christian admonitions

· family Bible memorization  (check out http://scripturememoryfellowship.org/ , formerly the Bible Memory Association – they even have summer camps)
· involvement in Bible quiz competition

· computer software that helps us memorize http://www.freechristiansoftware.org/ 

· set aside a family time for reading a Bible passage and praying together – taking children’s concerns before the Lord as a family

· entertainment with a Christian and moral emphasis – Veggie Tales comes to mind

3.2 Protect Your Heart
Listen for what the writer of this passage was taught by his father.
Proverbs 4:3-6 (NIV)   When I was a boy in my father's house,  still tender, and an only child of my mother,   [4] he taught me and said,  "Lay hold of my words with all your heart;  keep my commands and you will live.   [5] Get wisdom, get understanding;  do not forget my words or swerve from them.   [6] Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you;  love her, and she will watch over you.  
What did this man’s father teach him?
· listen to my words, heed them, apply them with all your heart

· what I have to say will affect your very life

· acquire wisdom and understanding

· remember the things I teach you

· live by them as you grow older

· don’t set aside wisdom … “she” will protect you

· love wisdom … she will watch over you

What do you see here that indicates a good relationship between the writer and his parents?

· the father was teaching the boy

· he gave good advice

· it was in the son’s interest to do this

· the son seems to have taken all this to heart, he looks back on the advice as valuable

· he in turn is passing this wisdom on to others, it is worth paying attention to

What kinds of wisdom did you receive from your parents or grandparents?

· how to change a flat tire

· how to cook

· how to deal with troublesome neighbors

· how to raise a good garden

· how to hunt

· how to play a sport

In what ways is wisdom a protector?

· helps you see potential problems before they occur

· helps you see through the “disguise” of trouble

· you know how to handle problems that do come along
· you are not left defenseless 

If wisdom is so good, why do we need encouragement to seek it and to hang on to it?
· the world has its own “wisdom”

· Godly wisdom is considered simplistic by the world

· we are too soon old and too late smart

· some wisdom takes effort to acquire (study, observation, application)

· God’s wisdom may require some painful decisions or choices to be made

3.3 A Case Study
Listen to identify the cast of characters in this drama and how they were related.
2 Samuel 14:23-24 (NIV) Then Joab went to Geshur and brought Absalom back to Jerusalem. [24] But the king said, "He must go to his own house; he must not see my face." So Absalom went to his own house and did not see the face of the king. … [28] Absalom lived two years in Jerusalem without seeing the king's face. [29] Then Absalom sent for Joab in order to send him to the king, but Joab refused to come to him. So he sent a second time, but he refused to come. [30] Then he said to his servants, "Look, Joab's field is next to mine, and he has barley there. Go and set it on fire." So Absalom's servants set the field on fire. [31] Then Joab did go to Absalom's house and he said to him, "Why have your servants set my field on fire?" [32] Absalom said to Joab, "Look, I sent word to you and said, 'Come here so I can send you to the king to ask, "Why have I come from Geshur? It would be better for me if I were still there!" 'Now then, I want to see the king's face, and if I am guilty of anything, let him put me to death." [33] So Joab went to the king and told him this. Then the king summoned Absalom, and he came in and bowed down with his face to the ground before the king. And the king kissed Absalom. 
Who were these people – how were they related to each other?
· Joab, the king’s general

· David the King

· Absalom, on of  David’s sons

What words or phrases suggest a breakdown in family relationships?

· Absalom had been living in Geshur, away from his father

· when he did come back, he was banned from the king’s (his father’s) presence

· this went on for 2 years

· he had to persuade Joab to intercede

Note that Absalom had killed his half brother in revenge for the rape of his sister

· Absalom had taken himself to exile in fear of his father’s retribution

· King David still held anger for Absalom’s role in the whole mess

Note the lack of communication between David and Absalom in this whole affair.  How does cutting off all communication hurt in situations like this?
· no one knows what the other is thinking, feeling

· impossible even to apologize

· people make wrong assumptions which make things worse

· the longer it goes, the worse things get, it’s a vicious spiral

· people make extreme responses

How did Absalom and David react when they finally saw each other?

· Absalom bowed down with his face to the ground before David

· David embraced him, kissed him

What lasting effect may hears of non-communication have on a relationship, even after attempting reconciliation?

· there can be deep emotional scars

· you lose the time of separation, never to be retrieved (life events passed, etc.)

· forgiveness may be offered and received, but trust can be lost

· the reconciliation is only a start, it can be a long term process

4. Application
4.1 Actively look for ways to communicate God’s Truth to your children and grandchildren
· reading books together

· eat dinner together and turn off the TV

· model the practice of a personal daily Bible reading and prayer time

· memorize scripture together as a family

· check  out http://scripturememoryfellowship.org/  and http://www.freechristiansoftware.org/
4.2 Each generation must share their faith with their children

· start praying specifically for their salvation, when they are newborns

· Acquire a teaching aid such as the “Gospel Glove”  or the “Evangecube” which helps you communicate the salvation message to a child
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4.3 Evaluate our own relationships – how will you keep lines of communication open?
· identify actions that will communicate well, especially during stressful situations

· use a caring tone

· listen at least as much as you speak

· keep quiet until you can say something edifying

· go out of your way to make contact

· establish habits of regular contact

· show interest in each other’s interests and challenges

· pray to make quality communication (face to face) a top priority with your spouse, your children, your grandchildren
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