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Confess Jesus, God’s Son

1. Motivate

What is the most or least useful Christmas gift you have ever received?
	Most Useful
	Least Useful

	· clothes

· tools

· games

· computer

·  
	· clothes

· tools

· games

· computer


2. Transition

This week we start a unit on Christ, the most perfect Gift of Christmas
( Today we study about how we need to confess/declare to others that the Christ of Christmas is God’s Son … the Messiah … the Sent One, the Gift of Christmas 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Confess His Superiority
Listen for the questions asked of John the Baptist and his answers.
John 1:19-28 (NIV) Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. [20] He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ."  [21] They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?"    He said, "I am not."    "Are you the Prophet?"    He answered, "No."  [22] Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" [23] John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.' "  [24] Now some Pharisees who had been sent [25] questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" [26] "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. [27] He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie."  [28] This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
What did he get asked?   How did he answer?
	Questions
	Responses

	· Who are you?

· Are you Elijah?

· Are you the prophet?

· Who are you … what do you say about yourself?


· Why do you baptize?
	· I am not the Christ

· I am not

· No

· I’m the voice calling in the desert, “Make straight the way for the Lord”

· I baptize with water, but the one coming after me is far greater than me


Why do you think John the Baptist used the idea of being “the voice” to describe his role?

· points to the issue of communication

· his job was to make people aware of the coming Messiah

· he was not the miracle worker, was not wanting to draw attention to himself

· he was like the people who go ahead of an important dignitary, making sure that everything is in readiness for that person’s imminent arrival
What facts do we learn about Jesus here?

· God wanted someone preparing the way … getting people thinking about spiritual issues

· He was unknown as the Messiah at that point (apparently cousin John didn’t know it was Jesus)

· John saw the Messiah as someone with great authority on contrast to himself

What do you think is the significance of the phrase “whose sandal strap I’m not worthy to untie”?

· removing shoes and washing feet of guests was job of lowest servant (stinky job)

· John says that the contrast between him and the one following him is so great that he is even lower than that lowest servant

· the one coming is far greater than anyone they’ve ever known of

· of course, the One coming is God Himself !

· the One coming is infinitely superior than John

How do we confess/communicate/declare Christ’s superiority over us today?

· tell Him so as we pray

· praise and worship Him in corporate worship

· submit to Him 

· obey Him

· serve Him

· declare this to others … tell them of His power and authority and love

3.2 Confess His Redemptive Work
Listen for more descriptive words about Jesus from John.
John 1:29-31 (NIV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! [30] This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' [31] I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel." 
Descriptive words and phrases about Jesus?

· Lamb of God

· Takes away sin of the world

· surpassed John, 

· existed before John

· John didn’t know him (who he was)

· needs/wants to be revealed to Israel

What symbol of salvation did John use concerning the identity and mission of Jesus?

( Lamb of God
How was this a descriptive symbol of Christ’s redemptive work?

· referred to Passover Lamb

· the lamb that was sacrificed and whose blood was put on the door posts and door jamb averted the work of the death angel

· the lamb was the substitute death for the family in that house

· this is a picture of Christ being a substitute death for each person who has ever lived

· as sinful individuals we deserve the penalty of death … Christ took that penalty upon Himself in our place

How might you explain how Christ has redeemed you to someone?  Consider this exercise.

1. Write on a sheet of paper, "Before." 

2. Then, about a third of the way down the page, write the word, "How." 

3. Then, about two thirds of the way down the page, write, "After." 

4. Jot some notes … adjectives, phrases, descriptions, 
and scripture verses under each of these sections.

Practice presenting this … practice in front of a mirror … practice with someone else listening … go over it until you can do it without the notes

( Now pray that God will give you an opportunity to share it with someone else this Christmas season.

Why is a personal testimony so powerful?
· it is your personal experience

· someone might disagree with your opinions but they cannot deny your experience

· “this is what happened to me … I was there”

· not unlike a courtroom testimony … “this is what I saw, this is what was said”

( When it includes the scriptures that spoke to you, it is even more powerful

3.3 Confess His Deity
Listen for what was revealed to John when he baptized Jesus.
John 1:32-34 (NIV)  Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. [33] I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' [34] I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." 

How did God reveal to John that Jesus was the Son of God?
· the Spirit descended like a dove

· the dove remained on Jesus

· John heard a voice that this person is “He who will baptize with the Holy Spirit”

· John saw that this was the Son of God

Why do you think the Holy Spirit came as a dove to Jesus?

· draw attention to Jesus

· a sign of something special (birds in nature do not normally come to people)

· a dove is a rather innocent, gentle creature (not a bird of prey)

· symbolized coming from heaven (rather than some other creature approaching on the ground)
In what ways and to what extent does God continue to use signs today to reveal His message to people?

· God works out circumstances to catch our attention

· God’s answers to prayer are ways in which he reveals His power

· occasionally He will work in a miraculous way to catch someone’s attention

· (Probably not in the image of Mary on a grilled cheese sandwich)

· may happen more often in a culture where extraordinary events are viewed with more significance than in our culture

· God changes people’s lives significantly when they come to Him for salvation

Imagine yourself in John the Baptist’s place … you’ve been preaching about the Messiah and suddenly  … there He is!

What words would describe your emotions at such a time?

· excitement

· awe

· shock

· feeling of insignificance

· fear

What kinds of encounters do we have with Christ in our lives today?

· when we hear a special preaching service that speaks directly to us

· when we see God working in answering direct prayers

· when we read His word and a passage seems to jump out at us and grab us

· when a particular Truth becomes especially clear and significant to us

What is the appropriate response we should have?

· awe, fear, reverence

· submission, obedience

· worship, praise ( declaring/confessing His power and authority and love
4. Application
4.1 Pray for specific opportunities to give testimony to who Jesus is during this Christmas season

· family

· co-workers

· neighbors

· people you  meet while out shopping

4.2 Magnify the Lord, not yourself

· focus on Jesus … not your own needs/wants

· Jesus is the reason for the season … not shopping, partying

4.3 As an assignment, write up a testimony with the Before, How, and After sections as we talked about before

· if you prepare it, God will enable you to use it

· He will bring people across your path who need to hear it

· remember it is your personal experience … not just your opinion

!!!!





One person’s treasured possession is another’s unneeded junk.
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How:








After:









5

