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Creating a Distinctive People



1. Motivate

Recall the folks who had to evacuate for one of the recent hurricanes, or the folks who had to leave the MK school in Bouake, Ivory Coast during the military revolt.  They had to leave with very little – the ones in Africa, possibly never to return.  What special treasured item would you try to take with you in that situation?

· pictures of family now deceased

· special awards received (a medal from military service)

· family heirloom jewelry

· a child’s favorite stuffed animal

· important documents

· small antiques which were passed down through the family

· a computer that had important files of current jobs

· a family Bible

2. Transition

These are your treasured possessions.  You highly value these private possessions over all others – they are to be carefully handled and diligently protected.

( This is the term God used to describe His attitude towards His people – it is also the concept Paul used to describe the believers’ relationship with Jesus Christ.

( Today we wish to examine the implications of that relationship for our lives.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Call to be Distinctive

Listen for the different ways that God described His people.

Exodus 19:5-6 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine,  [6] you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  

Note the “if you obey …”  ( The “if” shows that this covenant was not forced on them

What were the conditions that would ensure that Israel would be God's treasured possession?

· obey God fully

: hear and pay attention, heed what God says

· keep God's covenant

: their option to keep the conditions of the covenant

What are some situations where we partially obey the law?

· roll through a stop sign

· go faster than the speed limit when the road is clear or in a hurry

· have our devotions, pray only sometimes

· be nice to people only when they are around

· be polite when it is convenient

What are implications of partial obedience to God?

· partial obedience is not really obedience

· you either are or you are not

· we fool others, we fool ourselves, but we DO NOT fool God

What are the three phrases God used to describe His people?

· peculiar treasure or treasured possession

· kingdom of priests

· holy nation

We’ve already discussed the first, what about the idea of being a “kingdom of priests” … what was the initial purpose of the priest in the Jewish religion?

· to represent God to the people

· to act as a go-between

· to represent the people to God

· teach others about God – who He is, what He is like

How were the Israelites to be priests to the rest of the world?

· represent God to the world

· bring the World to God

· teach them what God is like, what He expects

( God's people are to be a missions people!

God's people are to be a “holy nation.”  Holy means “set apart” or “separated”  

( When we trust in and are obedient to God, we are distinctive … different from the rest of the world … part of how we represent God to people who don’t know Him.

3.2 Distinctive Relationship with God

Listen for how the first two of the 10 commandments are different from each other.

Exodus 20:1-4 And God spoke all these words:   [2] "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  [3] "You shall have no other gods before me.  [4] "You shall not make for yourself an idol (graven image) in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  

The first commandment is “no other gods before me.”  How can Christians violate this first commandment?

· we have influences in our lives that have more control over us than God does

· we submit to other people or other things in our lives ahead of God

· some things are more important to us than God is in our lives

· we spend more time, energy, emotion, and resources on these other things than in knowing and serving God

· we often say that these are “idols” in our lives

How is this first concept (no other gods) really different from the second commandment which speaks of actual physical objects which someone might bow down to?

· a carved or cast statue is a symbol 

· it is a physical image of an invisible, spiritual deity

Why would God not want any physical representations of Himself to be used in worship?

· physical images are man’s imagination of what God is like

· God is so far beyond our understanding that He could not be adequately represented by a mere physical icon

· it would be so much like just all the other deities in surrounding nations

· He is not just one of many … He is THE God Who Is … Jehovah

How do you guard against or fight idolatry in your own life?

· work daily at putting God first

· spend time with Him

· read and heed His Word

· claim His promises




then idols dim in contrast

· worship Him, praise Him daily

· submit to Him, “serve the Lord with gladness”

3.3 Distinctive Reverence for God

Listen for elements of these commandments which specify reverence for God.

Exodus 20:7-10 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  [8] "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  [9] Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  [10] but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 

Why all the fuss about verbal or written use of someone’s name?

· reflects the importance of names in Bible times

· the name Jehovah represented His very being and character

· to misuse the name is to mistreat the person

· it demeans their character

· it declares contempt for that person

How does our culture verbally declare contempt for God by misuse of His name?

· swearing, cussing

· jokes about God

· casual slang comments such as “Oh my God!”

What about when God's name is used in an offensive way in movies, rented videos, TV programs – what is the full range of different responses are available to us?

· ignore it, they are the ones offending God, not us

· be careful what you watch ahead of time … usually ratings give a clue

· boycott that rental store, that theater

· use the “three strikes” policy – if you hear/see something offensive a third time walk out or quit watching

What is bad about repeated listening to misuse of God's name?

· it dulls our sensitivity

· it becomes commonplace to hear it

· if we hear it all the time, it can become part of our own speech pattern

· we can lose the reverence we should have for God

How does the Sabbath command speak to both work and rest?

· It was given to reflect God's pattern of work on 6 days, rest on the 7th 

· God made us to do both

· God intends that we be active in making a living 6 days

· He also intends that we set aside a 7th day to honor Him

What positive actions can you take to honor the Lord’s day?

· worship

· praise

· set aside special time to spend with Him

· take time away from your work activities – don’t become a workaholic  

3.4 Distinctive Treatment of Other People

Listen for human rights the last six commandments are designed to protect.

Exodus 20:12-17 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  [13] "You shall not murder.  [14] "You shall not commit adultery.  [15] "You shall not steal.  [16] "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  [17] "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."

What might be some of modern society’s substitutions for these commandments?

5. be nice to your parents to stay in their will

6. don’t kill anyone unless they deserve it

7. don’t admit to adultery (“I did not …”)

8. “Borrow” whatever you want.  You can always return it later if you have to

9. It is OK to lie when it’s necessary

10. Desire whatever you want – you deserve it.

How could you restate commandments 6 – 10 in a positive way?  

6. Life is sacred, a gift from God, guard it carefully

7. Honor marriage – both yours and other people’s

8. Respect one another’s property – God has given to each of us material items for which we are stewards.

9. Tell the truth in kindness

10. Be satisfied with all the blessings God has given you

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Meditate on what it means to be God's “treasured possession.”  How might this knowledge affect the way you live your life?

· encouragement

· assurance

· desire to please Him

4.2 Ask God to help you guard against idolatry 

· Jeremiah 2 speaks about a foolish nation exchanging their deities for lesser gods

· Israel did it and we have the same tendency

· What activity or possessions do we have which have more control over our lives than God does?

4.3 God deserves our reverence – you would not tolerate demeaning things said about someone you respect (a boss or a friend)

· be careful of the entertainment with which you fill your mind

· here is a situation of which we should be intolerant

· walk out, turn it off, reject it

4.4 As a devotional exercise, write down how keeping the last six commandments also honors God – they are instructions about how we treat one another, but they also reflect something of the nature of God.
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