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Dead End Ahead

1. Motivate

Why do you think the entertainment industry (movies, television, etc.) is such a booming 

business?

· people have excess time
· people looking for pleasure

· it is an escape

· much of TV is informational (although slanted in a certain direction) and inquiring minds want to know

· they are dissatisfied with their own lives and want to experience something else

· new technologies make TV and movies very engaging experiences (visual, audio, surround sound … no smell-o-vision yet)
2. Transition

Today we look at someone who had the money and time and power to experience everything that life in his day could offer … and came to the conclusion that it was futile … they were all dead ends.
( God wants us to identify things in our lives that might be dead ends for us and have us turn around and head the other way.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Dead End of Intellectual Pursuits
Listen for the different sources for wisdom that Solomon talks about in this passage.
Eccles. 1:13-18 (NIV)  I devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven. What a heavy burden God has laid on men! [14] I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind. [15] What is twisted cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted. [16] I thought to myself, "Look, I have grown and increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and knowledge." [17] Then I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. [18] For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.

What were the sources that Solomon used to seek wisdom?

· all that is done under heaven, all things done under the sun

· experiences

· personal applications

· even madness and folly

How do you think intellect leads to knowing God and His purposes?
· we see God in nature – but natural revelation is limited

· because we are made in God’s image, we have an inborn sense of a supreme, divine being (although culture will distort this)

· if we pursue the Truth in Scripture with intellect, God reveals Himself more fully

What reasons does Solomon give that seeking wisdom is a heavy burden – that intellectual pursuit alone does not satisfy?

· what is twisted cannot be straightened, 

· what is missing cannot be counted

· it’s madness and folly, 

· it’s like chasing after the wind

· wisdom brings sorrow, 

· the more you know, the more grief you experience

Consider how intellectual pursuits can become a dead end?
· whey you use empirical (experiential) facts as the only source of wisdom (discarding God’s revelation in Scripture)

· when knowledge is used to hurt people

· when the knowledge itself is the goal, the end (rather than a means to serve God)

3.2 Dead End of Physical Pleasures
Listen for words and phrases which describe the pleasures that the writer sought.
Eccles. 2:1-3 (NIV)  I thought in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good." But that also proved to be meaningless. [2] "Laughter," I said, "is foolish. And what does pleasure accomplish?" [3] I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly--my mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives. 

List words and phrases which describe pleasures sought by Solomon.  Then list a modern equivalent.
	Pleasures sought by Solomon
	Equivalent pleasures in our culture

	· laughter

· wine

· embracing folly

· doing worthwhile things
	· comedy shows, sitcoms

· all kinds of substance abuse

· stupid TV, some hobbies

· charity work, politics, even jobs (work-a-holics)


What kinds of pleasures can lead to God’s purposes in our lives?
· Christian music

· appreciation of nature (sunsets, beautiful flowers, majestic mountains, etc.)

· sports which help us keep fit and healthy

· a sense of humor, ability to laugh at our own foibles – Proverbs 17:22 (KJV)  A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones. 

What kinds of pleasures are bad, lead us away from God?

· pleasures that pervert the good things God gives us (sex, humor, even food)

· pleasures that are temporal only – feel good now, hurt us in the long run (substance abuse)

· things that become idols in our lives … become more important to us than God is

3.3 Dead End of Accumulated Possessions 
Make a list (written or mental) of all the houses you’ve lived in and/or owned since you’ve been married … all the cars you’ve owned.

Estimate how much money you’ve spent repairing (not even purchasing) these possessions.   What does this tell us about our possessions?

· they end up possessing us

· we spend a lot of our resources maintaining our stuff

· we sometimes even spend money to merely store the stuff
Listen for the kinds of possessions Solomon accumulated.
Eccles. 2:4-8 (NIV)  I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. [5] I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. [6] I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. [7] I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me. [8] I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well--the delights of the heart of man. 

What possessions do you see in the passage?
· houses

· vineyards

· gardens and parks

· fruit trees

· reservoirs

· groves of trees 

· slaves

· herds and flocks

· silver and gold

· treasure from kings

· singers

· harem

Why do you think we find pleasure in accumulating stuff?
· we have to  have that one more or new and improved item

· we tell ourselves that will make life better

· the old one is worn out or looks bad compared to the neighbor’s

· it will save us time …  or  …  make us look better
What is God’s purpose for possessions?   (see 1 Tim. 6:17-19) Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. [18] Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. [19] In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
· don’t arrogantly put hope in wealth

· put hope in God

· trust Him to provide everything for our enjoyment

· do good, be rich in good deeds

· be generous and willing to share

· lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven

3.4 Dead end of Personal Achievements
When we make out our wills, what are some of the considerations of who are recipients of our inheritance?

· in most cases our children, our progeny

· we may leave certain things to the one we feel is most responsible (house, family business)

· we might leave other things to those who we know will treasure them (jewelry, family heirlooms)

Listen for how Solomon felt about leaving behind his accomplishments.
Eccles. 2:18-22 (NIV) I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes after me. [19] And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. [20] So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. [21] For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. [22] What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labors under the sun? 

What did Solomon find frustrating about work?
· he couldn’t take it with him, he had to leave it to someone else

· it was possible the person who ended up with it would be a fool!

· labor is toilsome

· when you must leave it to someone who has not worked for it, it is meaningless

· leaving it behind is misfortune

What kinds of different feelings do people today have about their work and accomplishments?

· pride
· tired of hard work

· wonder if it is appreciated

· wish they’d get paid more and have to work less

· one fellow said he hated his job but was scared to death he was going to lose it

What actions on our part increase the likelihood that those who follow us will treasure the real treasures and work for genuine values?

· when we value relationships

· when we place priority on knowing and serving God … not idols of some of the dead ends we’ve talked about today

· model a correct attitude towards intellectual pursuits, pleasures, material goods, work … what you do speaks louder than what you say

Consider that the best ways to leave a legacy of both work and character are to …

· invest your time and resources in people, not things

· work to advance God’s Kingdom … it will last forever

4. Application
4.1 Consider Eccl. 2:22  What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labors under the sun?   Answer this for yourselves, for your own life.

Evaluate what you believe you have gotten from your hard work

· retirement fund

· good reputation

· awards and recognitions

· a good marriage

· great children/grandchildren

( When all of this is gone, the only thing of value you can have left to fill the void is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
( This week make sure you have time for Jesus … investing in knowing and serving Him

4.2 Most of what Solomon pursued were good things.  The problem was when they became ends in themselves.  

· This week as you view all your “stuff” and your accomplishments be thinking about how they can become tools for God … 

· use them in God’s ways

· use them to further His kingdom

· use them to help other people

4.3  Think about what is the only way to solve being in a dead end … turn around and head back the way you came.

· Use this lesson to evaluate the potential dead ends in your life

· turn around … in spiritual terms that means to repent from those attitudes and actions

· head your life in a different direction … towards God
Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, Jesus is the living water from whom we may drink and never thirst again.  Give us the grace to abandon the deceitful waters that only increase our cravings.  Help us to come to Him, the fountain springing up into eternal life.  In Jesus’ name, amen.
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