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Decide to Obey God
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1. Motivate

Why does life seem to shut down when the TV remote is lost?  How does TV watching change without the remote?
· everyone stops to look for it

· there’s no way to surf, you are pretty much “forced” to watch
only one channel

· we feel like we don’t have control over the TV 
· we like having that control, we miss it

2. Transition

Think about obedience to God as a control in your life … why would you not want to lose that kind of control in your life?
· without obedience to God, our life could “shut down”
· if obedience is not active we might end up making very bad decisions
· obedience makes the happy and the sad of life easier

· obedience gives a certain stability to life … knowing exactly what is right and wrong (and the consequences) gives you limits

· you feel you have someone to answer to … someone who is looking out for you

( Today we want to look at how Abraham struggled with an obedience test

3. Bible Study

3.1 Remain Ready to Obey God
Listen for how this could have been both a test and a temptation for Abraham.
Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV)   Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!"  "Here I am," he replied. [2] Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 

What was the test?
· take your son  … your only son … the son you love …

· go to region of Moriah

· sacrifice him there as a burnt offerings

· I’ll tell you which mountain when you get there

What kinds of feelings or thoughts do you think Abraham experienced? 
· fear

· confusion

· disbelief

· skepticism

· incredulity

· mistrust

· doubt

· discouragement

Note that these initial feelings and thoughts are normal … 

( Initial fear and struggling with obedience are OK

However, how could this have been a temptation for Abraham?  How might he respond and it not be OK?
· to doubt God’s goodness and wisdom
· to refuse God

· to do something different, like take a lamb (and name it Isaac??) instead of his son

· to argue with God

What kinds of obedience tests does God place before us?

· separate ourselves from ungodly acquaintances

· speak up when given an opportunity to witness
· surrender control of one’s life to God 

· accept a leadership or ministry opportunity in the church

· send a child or grandchild off to serve the Lord as a foreign missionary
· as a missionary send a young child off to boarding school

· learning to tithe a certain percentage of our gross income (before taxes, before bills)

· volunteer for a FAITH outreach team
What can we do to better remain ready to obey God?
· get to know God better

· become familiar with His promises

· ask Him for His help, assurance

· don’t be afraid to tell God how you feel … your fears, your need for His intervention

3.2 Obey in Faith
Listen for what facts Isaac’s question tells us.
Genesis 22:3-8 (NIV)      Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. [4] On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. [5] He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."  [6] Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, [7] Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"    "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  [8] Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 

List the ways in which Abraham demonstrated his obedience.
· next morning, loaded up and went

· took wood, had a fire source, the knife used for sacrificial killing of animals

· started up the mountain with wood, fire, knife, and son

· declared his faith in God to provide the “lamb”

What is the significance of the words “early in the morning?”
· Abraham didn’t dilly-dally

· He was quick to obey God

· if it needs to be done, let’s do it 

Now Isaac asks the question … “where is the lamb?”   What does this tell you about Isaac?

· he is starting to get strange vibes about the situation

· dad is acting strange, quiet, even secretive

· he is certainly old enough to know about sacrifices and that this is not normal

· (Isaac was quite possibly a teenager or even older)

What kinds of feelings do you think Abraham is having now?
· dread

· feeling kind of numb

· this must be a dream

· fear

· determination
On the way to the mountain and up the mountain, what kinds of questions do you think were going through his mind now?

· how does this fit with God’s promise of a long lineage ?

· how will it grow if it gets cut off right here?

· how do I explain this to Isaac?

· how will I explain this to Sarah?

· will I have another son to replace this one?

· will God somehow bring Isaac back into existence or back to life after the sacrifice?

· Consider Hebrews 11:18-19 (NIV)  even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." [19] Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

Contrast Abraham’s response to God’s directions with Moses response to God’s directions in Ex 3:10-4:13.
	Abraham
	Moses

	· got up early the next day and went

· took the wood, fire, knife, and his son
	· I couldn’t do that, I’m not a speaker

· no one will believe me

· how can I prove that God sent me

· my brother is a better speaker


When is it a good time to ask God questions, when is it rebellion? or delay?
	Good time for questions
	Rebellion, Delay

	· maybe asking how to plan

· as you are going, ask directions

· maybe asking God’s intent
	· why?

· that’s too hard for me to do

· isn’t there a better way?


What tips might Abraham have about obedience for Moses (and for us)?
· do what God says

· God knows what He is doing

· you might wonder why, but God’s purposes are wise

· God will get you through the situation

· obey right away, quickly

3.3 Experience God’s Blessing
Listen for the significance of the name that Abraham gave to the sacrifice location.
Genesis 22:9-14 (NIV)   When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. [10] Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. [11] But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!"  "Here I am," he replied.   [12] "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."   [13] Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. [14] So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided." 
List the things Abraham did to prepare for the sacrifice?
· built an altar

· arranged the wood on it

· bound Isaac, laid him on the wood

· picked up the knife for the sacrifice

At what point in this process do you think he showed his complete commitment to God, his willingness to obey? 
Why?

· When he raised the knife
Showed he was really ready to go through with it

· The whole process

Showed ongoing determination

· When he actually bound him
This is first place where Isaac realizes 

What is the significance of the name Abraham gives to this location?

· God provided the lamb here

· God provided “new life” for his son

· Again from Hebrews 11, “and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”
Teachers give tests to find out if students know the material.   If God is omniscient, knows all things, why do you think He decided to give Abraham this test?

· the test was not for God … as we say, He already knew if Abraham learned the lesson
· the test is for Abraham to learn the limits of his own trust/obedience in God

· the test was a learning experience to prove to Abraham that God is wise, all sufficient

· to show Abraham that nothing he had belongs to him … all that any of us have belongs to God

( We must be willing to separate ourselves from anything and give it over to God’s control
4. Application
4.1 You have seen vanity license plates such as …

· RUD14ME,   TIEVOM (read backwards), XQSME, 

· Be creative and come up with plates that Abraham might have created to commemorate this experience:  GODISGOOD,    LAMB4U,   OBEY, 
TRSTGOD 

· Also try to come up with plates that represent what you have learned as a result of obeying God

4.2 As a family discuss what Abraham might have said about the following verse

· Matthew 6:33 (NIV)      But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

· Write down some comments that you think Abraham might have made

4.3  Know this …

· Fulfilling the will of God is not always easy

· But it is always necessary

· And it is always best!
Closing prayer:  Father, help me to have the faith of Abraham that chooses simply to obey You completely … no matter what the cost.   Amen.

Bring a remote along to show.
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