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Desiring to Know God Better

1. Motivate

Find out from a person next to you who might be someone from secular history that they would like to meet and what they’d like to talk to them about, how would they get to know them.
	Who?
	What would you ask them?

	· Churchill

· George Washington

· Elvis

· Napoleon

· John Wayne
	· ask them about their family

· why did they do what they did

· how did they do what they did

· what would they have done differently


2. Transition

Ask class members to tell the class what they found out about the person next to them … who they wanted to meet … what did they want to ask?
This month we will be looking at how Christians can 

· get to know God better

· enjoy his presence and friendship more

( Today we look at how Moses wanted to get to know God better

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Awesome Presence
Listen for what the people did when Moses went into the tent of meeting.
Exodus 33:7-11  Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting." Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. [8] And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. [9] As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the Lord spoke with Moses. [10] Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent. [11] The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent. 
What happened when Moses went into the tent of meeting?
· people rose and stood at entrances of their tents

· they watched Moses until he entered

· pillar of cloud came down, stayed at entrance

· God spoke with Moses

· people stood and worshiped at entrance to their tents

What was unique about the relationship between God and Moses?

· Moses got to talk directly to God

· God chose to talk directly to Moses

· the people had to get their information from God through Moses
What specific evidence do we see on the part of the people of reverence, awe, or fear of Jehovah in this passage?
· stand in honor of God

· waited the whole time as Moses talked with God

· worshiped God, declared His worth as the meeting with God ended

What are some things that Christians today do (or need to do) in awe and reverence to God – in either public or private worship?

· we stand as we read God’s Word in public worship

· we are quiet and attentive as we are lead in prayer

· we listen carefully to the explanation and exhortation from God’s Word (the preaching)

· we might bow on our knees during prayer

· we are careful of how we use God’s name, how we address Him

What evidence do we have the God wants us to know Him better?

· Jesus provision of redemption

· He has given us His word

· He invites us to pray, to talk to Him

· His gifts to us, His blessings that we do not deserve (grace)

How does our conversation with a friend compare with the relationship we should have with God?  (compare means to find things alike)
· we talk often (or exchange letters or email)

· we know one another’s likes and dislikes

· we would not want to hurt one another’s feelings

· we seek to please each other, do nice things for each other, exchange favors

· we would believe only the best

· we know we can ask favors of each other (would be disappointed if friend does not come to us)

· we share joys and sorrows

3.2 A Special Request
Listen for the requests Moses makes of God.
Exodus 33:12-16 (NIV)      Moses said to the Lord, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found favor with me.' [13] If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people."    [14] The Lord replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."   [15] Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. [16] How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?" 

What had God told to Moses?

· lead these people

· I know you by name

· you have found favor in my sight
What requests did Moses make of God

· teach me your ways

· help me to continue to find favor in your sight

· remember that this nation is your people

What were God’s answers?

· my presence will go with you

· I will give you rest

Look at Moses’ stipulation – “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.”  What kinds of situations do we have that we feel we cannot go on without the assurance of God’s presence?

· participate in FAITH

· start at a new job

· deal with our kids

· deal with aging parents

· face a major health crisis

· deal with death of a spouse or death of a child

· handle failing/deteriorating relationships

When you feel this way, how does God assure of His presence?

· a word of wisdom from a friend or advisor which exactly speaks to the issue

· a verse of Scripture which seems to jump out at us

· a special provision (financial or circumstance) that was unexpected and otherwise unexplainable

· an amazing solution or culmination of events for the problem

· even occasionally a dream 

· answers to prayers that happen in unexpected or previously unimagined ways
Moses also reminds God that His presence and provision and protection will distinguish His people from all the nations of the earth.  How will this happen today with the Church which exists in the midst of an unbelieving world?
· when God meets needs, we must attribute the solutions to Him

· we can help to bear the burdens that others face

· show that you are concerned … you are God’s representative/ambassador to them

· we can minister to those in need … believers or not

· we can offer to pray with them, for them

3.3 A Glimpse of God’s Glory
Listen for evidence that Moses was still not satisfied.
Exodus 33:17-23  And the Lord said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name."   [18] Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."  [19] And the Lord said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. [20] But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."   [21] Then the Lord said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. [22] When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. [23] Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen." 
What further request does Moses make of God?
( Now show me your glory

How did God respond to this request?  What was the sequence of events

· I will cause my goodness to pass in front of you

· I will proclaim my name in your presence

· I will have mercy, compassion on whomever I choose

· you cannot see my face

· you stand on a rock, my glory will pass by

· I will put you in a cleft of the rock cover you with my hand

· you will see my back, the “reflection” of my glory

Why did God say he would do all this?

· I am pleased with you

· I know your name

Consider the following case study  (
Do you think the young pastoral 

candidate was being presumptuous to pray this way?   Why?  Why not?
	Presumptuous
	Not Presumptuous 

	· it’s making demands of God

· the invitation from the pulpit committee was God’s revelation

· they should use the “open door” method of finding God’s will

· it shows a lack of faith, they had, no doubt, been praying for a job, and this is the answer to that prayer
	· the pulpit committee is not God, they may have wrong motives, directions

· God wants us to know and do His will, and will go far in making sure we know it in order to do it

· it is an act of faith to make such a request … they are believing that God can and will show them


( God wants us to know Him better … He is pleased when we seek Him for this!!
4. Application
4.1 Pray specifically that you and your family will have a growing sense of God’s presence in your lives.

· You are like Moses … you have a leadership role in your family

· You need God’s guidance to be that effective leader

4.2 Consider what you might do to begin or enhance your daily devotional time, your communication with God … so that you might know God better

· Our Daily Bread booklets available (as well as on the internet)

· Bible reading schedules available on the internet

· check Christian bookstores for age and situation appropriate devotional books
4.3 One of Moses’ prayers was, “If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you.”

· Pray that same prayer with your family, for your family this week

· Find means by which God can teach you His ways and get to know Him better

· As for God’s presence and power in your life so that you will, indeed, find favor with Him

Soon after graduation from seminary, a pastor search committee contacted a young candidate for the position.  He and his wife prayed that if his being called to this church was God’s plan for their lives, God would reveal that to them in a definite, non-mistakable way.
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