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Disciplined Bible Study



1. Motivate

What are some ways in which our culture defines success?
· wealth

· size, location of your house

· big, fancy, fast, expensive car

· size of your TV

· political influence

· business influence

· who you know

· fame, popularity

2. Transition

We will look at a passage today that speaks of success and prosperity.

 However it is God’s definition of success.  Let's see how God is using these terms.  It will have to do with the discipline of studying God's Word.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Success
Listen for the challenge that God gave Joshua three times.
Joshua 1:6-9 (NIV)   "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. [7] Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. [8] Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. [9] Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." 

So what was the challenge given three times? ( "Be strong and courageous"

What further instructions did God give Joshua?

· careful to obey all the law given to you through Moses

· don't turn to right or left

· Don't let the Book of the Law to depart from your mouth

· meditate on it day and night

· don't be terrified

· don't be discouraged


What are some ways in which the concept of meditation is used in our culture today?

· mysticism

· eastern religions

· sitting in the lotus position and repeating your mantra

· going into a trance

· close your eyes and repeat "ooooohmmmmm"

What, then, does God mean about meditation … what ideas does the passage give?

· "not let the Book of the Law depart from your mouth?"

· continually think about it
· continually talk about it

· talk to yourself about it

· note the "meditate on it day and night"

· could include journaling your thoughts about what you read and study
What promises does God make as Joshua obeys these instructions?

· you will lead these people to inherit the land

· you will have success wherever you go

· you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do

· God is with you wherever you go
How would the world's definition of success differ from God's use of the word here?

	Success for the World
	Success for God

	· wealth

· power

· fame

· influence
	· victory over sin

· holy living

· God's blessings

· freedom from slavery to sin

· spiritual influence

· fruit of the Spirit


How does obedience to God's word give us these kinds of successes?
· read and head God's commands

· apply its principles

· we know what God wants us to do

· we know how God works in our lives

· we are reminded daily of God's desires for us, God's plans for us

3.2 Blessing
Listen for the two ways of life from which each person must choose.
Psalm 1:1-6 (NIV)  Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. [2] But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. [3] He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers. [4]  Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. [5] Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. [6] For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  but the way of the wicked will perish.

What progression do you see about the ungodly person?
· walk with the wicked

( find yourself in same vicinity

· stand in the way of sinners
( hang around with them

· sit in seat of mockers

( participate in their activities

What phrases describe the person who is not among the ungodly?

· delights in God's Word

· meditates day and night on God's Word

· like a tree planted near a good water source

· like a tree that bears fruit on a regular basis

· like a tree that does not wither up

· God prospers what he does

· God watches over his way (vs 6)

Which of these characteristics would you classify as the cause, which as the result or effect?
What causes and effects would you list for the ungodly?

	Cause
	Effect

	· walk with the wicked

· stand in the way of sinners


· sit in seat of mockers
	· like husks blown away by wind
· will not survive judgment

· not in community of righteous

· their way leads to ruin


What are some blessings that come to you as a result of reading God's Word and thinking seriously about what it is saying?
· peace

· assurance of salvation

· encouraged to trust God

· exhorted by God

· convicted by God to change something in my life

· reminded of God's greatness, power, authority, and love

· give us promises to claim

· help us know how to pray

· guides the decisions we make

Consider how these results affect us when we face the variety of life's problems

· we need not succumb to discouragement

· we receive the power to overcome temptation

· God takes us through victoriously

· we see our needs supplied

3.3 Godliness
A worker is described in these verses.  Listen for what kind of worker it is.
2 Tim. 2:15-16 (NASB)   Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth. [16] But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 

What is the focus of the diligence to which Paul exhorts Timothy?
· to present yourself approved to God

· to be a worker that need not be ashamed

· to be correctly teaching, accurately handling the Word of Truth

What kinds of things keep us or distract us from being diligent in the study of God's Word and accurately handle it?
· we get too busy

· we have hobbies

· too much TV

· we have wrong priorities

· we think we can "wing it" when we witness or talk about God's Word
The way Paul talks about diligence and being a workman implies that hard work and effort are involved in Bible study … why is this so?

· takes discipline

· we must specifically choose to set aside time to do this

· it takes concentration … cannot do it with the ball game on or while watching the news

· must find a way to study so that your mind doesn't wander and you are just watching the words go by on the page

· implies more than reading a couple of verses and saying a short prayer

What warnings did Paul give Timothy?

· avoid worldly chatter

· avoid empty chatter

· avoid irreverent speech
What do you think he meant by this?

· many of the things we get worked up about are of no consequence

· people can get involved in heavy discussions about religious issues which are pointless

· we can get on the phone and complain and fuss about how church events are being handled and cause more problems than we solve
· there are many humanistic attitudes held by the world today that can affect the way we think

What can we do to avoid this worldly chatter and irreverent speech?

· focus on what God says

· spend more time reading and meditating on God's Word, less time jawing about what we like or don't like

· when we see the genuine truths in God's Word, we can detect the counterfeit of the world's humanistic ideas 
4. Conclusion – Application

Consider that the stronger and more meaningful our individual Bible studies are, the stronger and more meaningful will be our group Bible studies!

4.1 Studying God's Word gives a believer strength and courage

· God promises success and prosperity (spiritually)
· Good Bible study includes reading and meditating on God's Word
4.2 We have a choice in the "way" that we travel life's road … way of the righteous, and way of the wicked

· The wicked ignore God, live separated from
· The way of the righteous delights in God's Word, applies it to life
· The way of the righteous is blessed, fruitful, successful
4.3 Christians need to do diligent, disciplined Bible study

· When we know truth we can detect heresy, false teachings and reject them
· When we fill our minds with Truth, we will not get bogged down in useless arguments about pointless issues
· Knowing and applying Truth leads to greater godliness
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