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Does God Want Me Back?

1. Motivate

What do you value most in a friendship?

· the friend likes you for who you are, not for what he/she can get out of the friendship
· the friend likes you despite your flaws and “warts”

· you feel you can tell them anything and they will still be your friend

· you can go to that person for help

· you might be apart for some period of time and you pick up where you left off with no feeling of separation

· the friend wants the best for you … glad when you do well, sad when things go bad for you

· they laugh with you and cry with you … at the right times

2. Transition

Today we want to see how God wants to be that kind of friend with us
· He wants the best for us

· even when we abuse the friendship he will work to bring us back into fellowship

3. Bible Study

3.1 Drifting Away
Listen for how God thought of the relationship between Himself and Israel?
Hosea 11:1-2 (NIV)      "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. [2] But the more I called Israel, the further they went from me. They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images. 

What was the relationship God had with Israel? 
· Israel was a child

· I loved him

· I called “my son” out of Egypt
What did Israel do in rebellion against God?
· the more God called, the further they went from Him

· they sacrificed to the Baals, a variety of local deities

· they burned incense to images

· basically they rejected God’s calls to them

In what ways are the same types of rebellion present in today’s world?

· God calls to people, the Gospel message is presented but it is so often rejected

· people give of their resources, their selves to modern “idols”

· today’s world is focused on material things and on gratification of the senses (things they can see and feel … looking for “good times”)

How do even believers sometimes look to something other than God for direction or provision?

· amassing even more material wealth

· worship and Christian fellowship on Sunday take second place to recreational activities

· we trust the “wisdom” of men rather than what God’s power (for health, finances)

· self help books, information from the internet, ask a friend who knows someone who saw a TV show about our problem
3.2 Persistent Love
Listen for a description of how God took care of Israel.
Hosea 11:3-4 (NIV)   It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms;    but they did not realize it was I who healed them.  [4] I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them.

List the things from the passage which represent Gods persistent love for His people?

· teach his children how to walk

· takes them by the arms

· heals them

· lead with cords of human kindness

· ties of love

· lift yoke from their neck

· bend down to feed them
What picture do you see here that reminds you of you 1 year old?

· child learning to walk

· you hold their arms as they toddle along

· you are ready to catch them, keep them from falling

· you comfort them when they do fall down and skin a knee or elbow

How has God shown fatherly love to you?

· guide decisions made

· provide resources when desperately needed

· help when recovering from a problem or a failure

· give encouragement from His Word

· send someone along with a word of wisdom at just the right time

· physical protection in a dangerous situation

Note the phrase, “I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them.” How does God make our burdens easier to bear?

· special help from a friend at just the right time

· the encouragement of the Body of Christ,  fellow believers, the church

· prayer support of friends and family

· a sermon that is just the Truth we need to know to straighten out our thinking.

3.3 Determined Rebellion
Listen for why Assyria would be Israel’s ruler.
Hosea 11:5-7 (NIV)  "Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyria rule over them  because they refuse to repent? [6] Swords will flash in their cities, will destroy the bars of their gates and put an end to their plans. [7] My people are determined to turn from me. Even if they call to the Most High, he will by no means exalt them.

What is the result of their not repenting.
· cannot go to Egypt for help

· Assyria will end up ruling, dominating the Israelites

What other results do you see her of their lack of turning away from sin and turning to God?
· swords will flash in their cities

· their gates will be destroyed

· God will put an end to their plans

· God will refuse to exalt the people, even if they call on Him

All of this happened, even though God had shown His love for His people.  What are the variety of ways in which we respond to God’s love and blessings?

· we ignore it, don’t even recognize it was from Him

· we forget to thank Him for it

· we can praise and worship Him, obey Him

What examples can you think of where people today turn to their captors for deliverance rather than to God?

· people who are slaves to substance abuse go to their sources for more of the same stuff

· people addicted to gambling, hope that gambling will give them the satisfaction they desire

· people who always want more of material things are never satisfied
How might our society and our culture’s rebellion against God undermine our security today?

· if national attitude and policy rejects God continually, God will not tolerate that forever

· the things (our idols) which we seek after instead of God end up enslaving us

· we pay the price with our health with our total lack of satisfaction with life
Why do you think God would “by no means exalt them”, even if they turned to Him?

· they didn’t deserve it (but then neither do we, neither does anyone)

· they had rejected God too many times (implies there is some sort of limit)

· God would forgive, but their repeated sins had ruined them too much – like a person who abuses tobacco and eventually gets emphysema 

3.4 Amazing Grace
Listen for why God has a change of heart.
Hosea 11:8-11 (NIV)  "How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you like Admah?  How can I make you like Zeboiim? My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. [9] I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not man-- the Holy One among you.  I will not come in wrath. [10] They will follow the Lord;  he will roar like a lion. When he roars, his children will come trembling from the west. [11] They will come trembling like birds from Egypt, like doves from Assyria.  I will settle them in their homes," declares the Lord. 

What kind of dilemma do see God in here?

· God hates sin, must destroy it

· God loves His people … wants to bless them

· they are repeatedly sinful in their actions

· how can He bless them if they act that way

· how can he destroy them if he loves them so much

What change of heart did God have?  What did He decide not to do?
· will not carry out my fierce anger

· will  not devastate Ephraim

· will not come in wrath

· I will settle them in their homes

Why is God like a lion in this passage?
· He “roars” with declarations of judgment

· He demonstrates His power, His authority, His holiness

What is the result of God’s “roaring?”

· His children come trembling from the west

· they are roused like birds from Egypt

· they come like doves from Assyria

· God settles them in their homes

What do you think “the west”, Egypt, and Assyria mean?  What are people coming back from?

· exile or imprisonment? 

· dependence on other sources for protection?

· their drift away from God in some fashion

What is the point of God’s “roaring” to accomplish getting His people coming together

· gets His people’s attention

· demonstrates the intensity of His intolerance of sin

· we respond in submission to the all powerful, all holy God of the Universe

· we come before Him in awe and reverence … 

· instead of arrogance and rebellion

How could Godly discipline be a blessing in your life?

· if I am ignoring him (ignorantly or on purpose) he gets my attention 

· His discipline points me in the right direction

· His Truth shows me the right way

4. Application
4.1 The title of our lesson was Since I’ve failed God in the past, does He want me now?
· the answer is affirmative … Yes
· God wants me back!

· examine your life and renew your devotion to God

· demonstrate that same kind of forgiveness to family members who show repentance

4.2 Realize the results of sin and rebellion

· people bring judgment on themselves because of sins and refusing to repent

· know that God refuses to allow His people to treat Him as just one of many other gods they can choose to worship

4.3 Consider God’s amazing grace
· know that we deserve severe judgment from Him t times

· but His compassion often withholds it for our own sake

· God offers restoration to His people … even when

· They don’t deserve it

· They don’t seek it
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