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Establishing Godly Standards



1. Motivate

What were some of the religious traditions practiced by your family that you maybe didn’t enjoy at the time but now look back on and with more positive remembrance?
· we were in church every Sunday

· Easter Sunrise service

· midnight Christmas eve service (at some other church, ours didn’t have one)

· participation in the Sunday School Christmas program – memorizing those parts, dressing up in a bathrobe as a shepherd

· sitting in hot summer camp meetings

· filling out the Sunday School lesson book in the car on the way to church

· no sports on Sunday at church camp

· kneeling in prayer before hurrying out the door to catch the school bus
2. Transition

Why do you think some family standards and traditions change over the years?

· cultural influence

· we are a busier society

· both parents working

· single parent homes more prevalent

· loss of heritage

( Today we want to look at a family that kept its heritage for more than 250 years!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Model an Obedient Lifestyle

Listen for the reason this family gave for refusing to drink alcohol.
Jeremiah 35:1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD during the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah:  [2] "Go to the Recabite family and invite them to come to one of the side rooms of the house of the LORD and give them wine to drink."  …  [5] Then I set bowls full of wine and some cups before the men of the Recabite family and said to them, "Drink some wine."  [6] But they replied, "We do not drink wine, because our forefather Jonadab son of Recab gave us this command: 'Neither you nor your descendants must ever drink wine.  [7] Also you must never build houses, sow seed or plant vineyards; you must never have any of these things, but must always live in tents. Then you will live a long time in the land where you are nomads.'  [8] We have obeyed everything our forefather Jonadab son of Recab commanded us. Neither we nor our wives nor our sons and daughters have ever drunk wine  [9] or built houses to live in or had vineyards, fields or crops.  [10] We have lived in tents and have fully obeyed everything our forefather Jonadab commanded us.  

What had the family ancestor told this family never/always to do?
· never drink wine

· never build houses

· never sow seed or plant vineyards

· always live in tents, live as nomads

Why do you think God has Jeremiah ask these people to drink wine?

· to test their resolve

· to demonstrate their beliefs

· to show that someone was still around who obeyed what they were told to do

· to demonstrate the influence of parents and grandparents on the beliefs of succeeding generations

Why do you think the Recabites were still following Jonadab’s instructions 200 years later?

· the great-great- … - grandpa was a forceful and revered man

· he had not only decreed these instructions, he had modeled them and built a strong case for why he believed these things so strongly

· he communicated a rationale for doing these things, not just demanded or threatened 

How can you set standards and model behavior that will still be in effect in the lives of your grand children and great-grand children?

· don’t be arbitrary in your standards, set them according to Scriptural principles

· live by them faithfully yourself

· talk often of the reasons why God wants us to live this way

· continually support your children, grandchildren in prayer

· keep communication lines open – always be ready to take time to listen – if you are willing to listen to them, they will be willing to listen to you

· allow them to make their own choices, but require adherence to your standards while they are under your roof

Case Studies:

Your granddaughter loves the music of a scantily clad singer who also dances very suggestively onstage and in her videos.  Your granddaughter has asked you for the singer’s videos for her birthday.  How do you respond?

· Have a talk one on one about her maturity and the importance of conservative Christian standards

· discuss about how music influences people in different ways

· suggest an alternative activity, outing, or entertainment option that is more wholesome, uplifting

Your nephew and his girlfriend have asked for your advice about their decision to live together before marriage.  His parents are very upset and he’s seeking to understand why.  How do you respond?
· it’s a good sign that he wants to understand

· describe to your nephew the standards you and your sibling (his parent) were raised

· describe the importance of those Christian standards to you and his parents

· describe the meaning of the standards and implications for living a life that pleases God

3.2 Listen to the Lord

Listen for a contrast between the Recabites and the people of Israel.
Jeremiah 35:12-17 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying:  [13] "This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go and tell the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, 'Will you not learn a lesson and obey my words?' declares the LORD.  [14] 'Jonadab son of Recab ordered his sons not to drink wine and this command has been kept. To this day they do not drink wine, because they obey their forefather's command. But I have spoken to you again and again, yet you have not obeyed me.  [15] Again and again I sent all my servants the prophets to you. They said, "Each of you must turn from your wicked ways and reform your actions; do not follow other gods to serve them. Then you will live in the land I have given to you and your fathers." But you have not paid attention or listened to me.  [16] The descendants of Jonadab son of Recab have carried out the command their forefather gave them, but these people have not obeyed me.'  [17] "Therefore, this is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 'Listen! I am going to bring on Judah and on everyone living in Jerusalem every disaster I pronounced against them. I spoke to them, but they did not listen; I called to them, but they did not answer.' "  

What does the passage say that  God want the people of Judah to learn from the Recabites?

	Actions of  Recabites
	Actions of People of Judah, Jerusalem

	· Jonadab ordered his sons not to drink wine

· this command has been kept

· carried out commands of forefather

· they do not drink wine because they obey their forefather’s command
	· God has spoken repeatedly to you

· Yet you have not obeyed God

· Again and again I sent prophets to you

· They told you to repent, reform, do not follow other gods
· You have not paid attention
· God called, you did not listen


How did this contrast with how the people of Judah and Jerusalem had acted?
What did God say was going to be the result of ignoring His commands?
· all the disasters promised will come to pass

· everything the prophets warned about will happen

What voices are there in our lives which try to drown out the voice of God's message?

· materialism (buy this and you can be happy)

· humanism (you can do/be anything you want – man has the ability to shape his own destiny)

· physical appetites, desires (grab all the gusto you can)

· alternative life styles – (I was born this way)

· fear (war, disease, failing economy)

What is the effect on our us when we don’t listen to God?

· we miss God's blessing

· when we depend on ourselves we fail

· when we seek fulfillment in other sources, we are disappointed

· when we heed the secular mind set, we become disillusioned 

What is the effect on our families when we don’t listen to God?

· children grow up with wrong perspective

· they do not learn to heed and trust God

· they drift from the spiritual foundation they need

· their children drift even farther
( God uses godly families to be examples to succeeding generations 

3.3 Enjoy the Blessings of Obedience

Listen for a good news message to the Recabites.
Jeremiah 35:18-19 Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Recabites, "This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 'You have obeyed the command of your forefather Jonadab and have followed all his instructions and have done everything he ordered.'  [19] Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 'Jonadab son of Recab will never fail to have a man to serve me.' "  

What commendation about the Recabites does God have?

· you have obeyed the commands of  your forefather

· you followed all his instructions

· you did everything he ordered

What resulting blessing does the Lord pronounce for the Recabites?
· there will always be a member of this family serving God

For the following scenarios what kinds of blessings might come to those who obey God's commandments?

1. A Christian worker refuses to lie to cover up something that went wrong at work.

· may be accused of not going along and causing trouble at work

· but will also be seen as someone with integrity

· his family will see and respect his stand for doing the right thing

2. A grandparent refuses to help subsidize a grandson’s education because of the grandson’s immoral lifestyle at college

· could be a wake up call for the grandson

· grandson may have to leave school and be separated from the bad influences there

3. A man with a wife and two young children obeys the call into a full-time ministry, leaving behind a lucrative business career.

· kids see the dedication of dad to God's work

· family learns to trust God together during lean times
· kids can be a part of seeing God work in lives of others 

Contrast these positive results with the effect on families when we do NOT listen to God

· we can end up straying from God

· our attitude (either negative or positive) towards spiritual things is caught by children, grandchildren  
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Think carefully to choose at least three godly standards you would like for your family to live by

· honesty

· honoring God's word

· obedience to God's principles

· a life of witness


   Pray this week that God will

· purity




   accomplish this for your family

· faithfulness

· fruit of the Spirit

4.2 Remember that Jonadab (one person) made a positive difference for many succeeding generations of his family

· You can make a difference in the generations that follow you

· Children and grandchildren are influenced by how they are raised, how they are treated

· At the same time realize that children, grandchildren can either claim or reject the moral example of their family – in either case they need lots of prayer! 

4.3 Remember that God uses godly families to be examples to others
· succeeding generations

· neighbors

· other families in your church

· people you work with
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