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Experience God’s Life-Changing Power

1. Motivate

You have a flashlight that has no batteries.  Brainstorm for some ideas of what use you could make of a flashlight with no batteries.
· a paperweight

· a club to swing at someone

· drill a hole in one end, mount the other end on a base, construct a lamp

· fill it with sand and make a paperweight

· hang it on your belt to look tough

· use it as an excuse to go to the store to buy batteries (where you can also buy chocolate chip cookies)

2. Transition

Today we are going to look at how walking without Christ is like trying to use a flashlight without batteries …

· it is frustrating

· you cannot figure out why things won’t work

· life is empty

· life is dark

· you need power
( You need Christ in your life!
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Power in Christ
Listen for reasons why he wanted his readers to be enlightened.
Ephes. 1:18-23 (NIV)  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, [19] and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, [20] which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, [21] far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. [22] And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, [23] which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

What three reasons did Paul have for readers to be enlightened?
· to know the hope to which Christ has called us

· to know the riches of God’s inheritance in the saints

· to experience the incomparable great power available to believers

Why is hope important to us for the future?
· gives us something to look forward to

· anticipation is a good part of the enjoyment

· helps to see the light at the end of the tunnel

Why is hope important to us for the present?

· keeps us from despair today 
· enables us to keep on … you feel you can endure anything if you know things will change in the future

Paul talks about the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, in verse 18.  

Note how we are precious to God, according to these verses …
· as believers, we are His inheritance

· as such, we bring Him glory!
How should we be living, knowing that we are so precious and valuable to God?

· saying and doing things that bring glory to God

· declaring His worth 

· witnessing of His saving power to the lost

· using our resources (time, talents, finances) to further the kingdom of God

· treating our bodies with care

· treating our minds and our emotions with care -- David said in Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart,  for it is the wellspring of life. 

How does Paul describe the kind of power that is available to us?

· incomparably great

· available to believers

· same mighty strength that raised Christ from the dead

· same power that placed Him at God the Father’s right hand (place of rulership)

· far above all other rule, authority, power, dominion

In what areas of our lives might believers need this kind of power at work?

· to overcome temptation

· to control anger

· to be a bold witness

· to make good decisions

· to endure/overcome illness

· to deal with family relationships effectively

· to raise our children, to be the proper influence on grandchildren

· to deal with difficult life situations (financial, tragedy, job loss, etc.)
The rhetorical question then is … if that power is available to us … why do we 

· call on it so seldom?

· respect it so weakly?
3.2 Life Without Christ
Listen for words and phrases that describe the plight of the sinner.
Ephes. 2:1-3 (NIV)  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, [2] in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. [3] All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

So what words or phrases do you see here that describe a sinner?
· dead

· follow the ways of the world

· follow the ruler of the kingdom of the air

· follow the spirit who controls the disobedient
· gratifying cravings of sinful nature

· follow desires and thoughts of sinful nature

· by nature, objects of wrath

What would be the attitudes and actions of a person who “followed in the ways of this world?”

· seek pleasure

· put self first

· use others to advance self

· reject any notion of God, 

· have no desire to satisfy Him, 

· have no reason depend on Him
According to the descriptive words about a sinner, what is wrong with doing “what we feel like doing?”

· we will “feel like” doing wrong/sinful things

· we will feel like satisfying our sinful nature

· act to satisfy self, not God, not others … makes many sins seem OK … we act “because I want it”

· our sinful nature makes us express anger, wrath

· acting out our natural, sinful tendencies result in death … separation from God

· our feelings and desires cause us to act in a sinful way

· our sinful actions are not the cause of our status as sinners … they are merely the symptoms of our sinful condition
What are the short term and long term results of living apart from Christ?

	Short Term
	Long Term

	· dissatisfying life

· confusion

· emptiness

· possible worldly success, but lack of inner peace 

· enslaved to sin

· unable to please God

· do not gain freedom, rather you lose freedom
	· spiritual death

· “already condemned”

· eternal separation from God

· eternal torment in hell

· receive God’s judgment


3.3 Life With Christ
Listen for words that describe God’s character.
Ephes. 2:4-10 (NIV)   But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, [5] made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. [6] And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. [8] For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- [9] not by works, so that no one can boast. [10] For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Note the significance of the first word of the passage, “but”  

· shows contrast

· contrasts our condition without Christ and our new life with Christ

What descriptions of God’s character do you see that describe why God unites us with Christ?

· great love for us

· rich in mercy

· incomparable riches of grace

· kindness to us

What joys of salvation do you see in these verses that result from God’s love, mercy, and grace?

· made alive with Christ (even when dead in sins)

· we are saved

· raised up with Christ

· seated with him in heavenly realms

· receive incomparable riches of grace

· get to do good works

According to this passage, what is the place of “good works” in our lives?

· it is not a way to gain salvation

· not a way to please God

· rather it is the result of God changing our lives

· we are saved to do good works, not because of our good works
What kinds of differences does being saved make in people’s lives … in your life?

· able to overcome addictions

· brings peace to family situations

· heals marriages

· brings personal peace and joy

· overcome depressions

· see God at work in times of stress, tragedy
· able to see God’s hand at work in times of need, times of danger

· enabled to serve God … able to accomplish things formerly impossible

4. Application
4.1 Carefully consider the difference between life without Christ and life with Christ

	Without Christ
	With Christ

	· dead in sins, separated from God

· lack of peace (with God, with self)
	· alive in Christ

· peace, joy, fruit of the Spirit


( Thank God right now for what He has done for you
( Resolve to live in God’s strength to glorify and please Him
4.2 Remember that no matter how sinfully someone has lived, they can still be redeemed by God’s grace

· do not give up hope for a wayward family member or friend

· continue to pray for their salvation

· Remember that “The Lord is … not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 (KJV)  

4.3 Seriously consider becoming involved in outreach

· learn to present the plan of salvation

· join a FAITH team

· back your FAITH teams in prayer 

· support your FAITH teams with logistic office help
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