4/20/08
Exploring Perseverance

1. Motivate

Roget (of Roget’s Thesaurus) has called for your help.  They want some synonyms for the word “perseverance.”  What words can you think of?
· insistence

· urgency

· firmness

· resolve

· stick-to-itiveness

· staying power

· hard-headedness

· determination
2. Transition

Believers need staying power … life is hard
(Today we look at how Isaac demonstrated perseverance
3. Bible Study

3.1 Understanding God’s Plan
Listen for why Isaac wanted to be on the move.
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Genesis 26:1-3 (NIV) Now there was a famine in the land--besides the earlier famine of Abraham's time--and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar. [2] The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. [3] Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham.  … [6 ] So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 

Isaac headed for the land of king Abimelech due to a local famine.  What things did God tell him there?
· do not go down into Egypt

· live in the land where I tell you to live

· stay here for a while

· I will be with you, bless you

· I will give you these lands

· I will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham

What are some typical first responses that people make when a problem arises?

· look for help on the internet

· “When you worry, when you doubt – run in circles, scream and shout!”

· call a friend

· pray about it (a good Sunday School answer!)

· get out your tools

· eat chocolate

Why would moving to Egypt be a reasonable solution to avoid the famine?

· Egypt seemed always to have food

· the Nile provided good water supply each year

· the flooding of the Nile provided rich farm land

· contrast to the area of Canaan which was often quite dry, little rainfall per year

Why might God direct Isaac away from a seemingly logical destination?
· God knew things Isaac did not – temptations, dangers along the way
· God wanted to be the one supplying Isaac’s needs

· God wanted to develop Isaac’s obedience

· Isaac could learn to depend on God rather than on his own wisdom or on the provision of other men

· God did not want a repeat of his father Abraham’s lying to officials there about his wife/sister
Recall that God told Abraham to “go” and now we see God telling Isaac to “stay.”  How do both “going” and “staying” require you to exercise perseverance?
· in both cases they didn’t know exactly what the future would be

· one doesn’t know how far the going or how long staying will be

· you don’t know why you are going or staying

· you have to keep at it, despite lack of understanding or specific directions

· it’s difficult to leave the familiar

· it’s hard to stay in the difficult situation

( We are not to take the easy way … we are to take God’s way

What promises did God make Isaac if he persevered?
· I will be with you, 

· I will bless you

· I will give you these lands

· I will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham

How does God’s being with you help you persevere in dry, unproductive times?
· He gives staying power
· you know His Spirit will guide and direct

· you have His strength at work within you

· you are assured that God knows the future and is working in your behalf

What does verse 6 in our passage tell us about responding to God’s instructions?

· Isaac stayed in Garar … where God told him to

· Isaac obeyed God

· we should obey God also

3.2 Unwanted by Society
Listen for how God fulfilled some of the promises?
Genesis 26:12-16 (NIV) Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the Lord blessed him. [13] The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy. [14] He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the Philistines envied him. [15] So all the wells that his father's servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped up, filling them with earth.  [16] Then Abimelech said to Isaac, "Move away from us; you have become too powerful for us." 

In what ways did God bless Isaac as promised?
· Isaac had great crops – 100 times what was planted

· good crops in spite of a famine (drought?)

· he became rich, and was becoming richer

Note that God does not always bless His people with material prosperity

· having “things” is not always a sign of God’s blessings

· blessings can come in many other ways

How did the local people react to God’s blessing on Isaac?

· they envied his wealth

· they began to harass him by acts of vandalism (terrorism)

· then he got the official “move on” from the king

Why would Isaac’s good fortune (God’s blessing) cause such open opposition?

· he was a foreigner, he was different – 

· dressed differently,  talked with an accent
· he was getting rich on the resources of their country’s land

· the size of his operation was starting to crowd them out

· “he is rich and we are not … he must be evil or devious or cheating us somehow”

Isaac did nothing wrong, yet was opposed by local society.  Why should believers be surprised when we find ourselves opposed by our culture?

· our lifestyle is (should be) different

· our emphasis on right living is an offense

· our faith is accused of being too narrow, too exclusive, too intolerant of other beliefs

· when we associate ourselves with Christ and His teachings, some people are going to take offense … Jesus promised this
Isaac got “asked” to move.  What kinds of opposition do believers today sometimes experience?

· free speech rights curtailed – no witnessing (especially by atheistic governments)

· loss of a job or being passed over for advancement

· made fun of, ignored (in school, in neighborhood, at work)

· put downs by media

( When these things happen, look for God’s blessings – in many different ways.
3.3 Undeterred by Opposition
Listen for the descriptive names Isaac gave to the wells they opened up.
Genesis 26:17-22 (NLT)   So Isaac moved to the Gerar Valley and lived there instead. [18] He reopened the wells his father had dug, which the Philistines had filled in after Abraham's death. Isaac renamed them, using the names Abraham had given them. [19] His shepherds also dug in the Gerar Valley and found a gushing spring.  [20] But then the local shepherds came and claimed the spring. "This is our water," they said, and they argued over it with Isaac's herdsmen. So Isaac named the well "Argument," because they had argued about it with him. [21] Isaac's men then dug another well, but again there was a fight over it. So Isaac named it "Opposition." [22] Abandoning that one, he dug another well, and the local people finally left him alone. So Isaac called it "Room Enough," for he said, "At last the Lord has made room for us, and we will be able to thrive." 

What were the names of the wells and why did Isaac name them that way?
· “Argument” because local shepherds argued over ownership

· “Opposition” because there was a fight over the well

· “Room Enough” because it was unopposed, people left them alone

How did Isaac show perseverance in this situation?

· he was willing to move on, even when he was in the right

· he didn’t give up but he didn’t want to fight with his neighbors

· he was not at fault but he still bore the weight of solving the conflict
Debate with half of the class on each side:  Does following God make it more or less likely that troubles will come?

	Troubles Are More Likely 
	Troubles Are Less Likely

	· you are in opposition to the world

· people are going to be against God, and you are associated with Him

· when you try to do the right thing, people around you can oppose that
	· God will deal with the problems

· you miss many of the problems that come with being an unbeliever

· you have more peace, joy, patience when you follow the Lord


How was Isaac’s response a mark of strength?
· would be easy to react in anger and fight for your rights

· it took more guts (perseverance) to back off and let petty people have their way
· God had told him to live here, so he continued on to do so and avoid conflict

· it takes more strength to curb your natural fight response and look for alternative solutions

What kind of oppositions come when we follow God’s directions?

· the world doesn’t always want to hear God’s message

· the world will make fun of believers’ determination to tithe

· our belief in the Bible is often ridiculed – “it’s a book of myths,” they will say

· laws are enacted and interpreted contrary to scriptural dictates (abortion laws)

How can we show perseverance when confronted with these situations?

· stand up for what we believe

· respond in kindness

· maintain your stand despite ridicule and opposition

4. Application
4.1 Realize that what seems to be the most reasonable solution to difficulties may not be what God wants you to do

· look to God for guidance

· obey God’s directions rather than following your own plans

· consider carefully what God is telling you to do in your current situation

4.2 Recognize that not all people appreciate God’s blessings on His loved ones

· many segments of society would prefer tat Christians just go away and leave them alone

· instead, persevere when treated with hostility and rejection

· respond in love and kindness

4.3 One important way to persevere is to be willing to give up some of your rights for God’s higher purpose
· recognize that perseverance is not always continuing to do the same thing, in the same way, and in the same place

· sometimes the best response to opposition is simply to move on, even when you did nothing wrong

· as God’s people we should seek peaceful and generous solutions to problems – even if the solution involves bearing the weight of that solution
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