1. Motivate

What are some ways people accidentally compete in church (even when we think we’re serving)?
· who get’s the solo part more often
· which Bible study teacher gets more people to their class
· which class is the biggest, the most popular
· which class has the best doughnuts
· which singer/pianist/instrumentalist is the favorite
· if you have multiple staff, which one is the favorite to hear preach
· which volunteer task (greeter, parking attendant, usher, etc.) do people want the most

2. Transition

Today’s Bible study tells us there is no place for self-exaltation within the Church.
· Humility calls for faithfulness to Christ.
· Humility isn’t just helpful, it is essential.

3. Bible StudyAn introductory video for the lesson is available.   View it at https://tinyurl.com/2n3npmeb   If you have no wi-fi where you teach you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3tft9s58 


3.1 No Room to Boast

Listen for who is the fool.

1 Corinthians 3:18-23 (NIV)  Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. 19  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; 20  and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile." 21  So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22  whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future--all are yours, 23  and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.
What caution begins this section of verses?
· don’t fool yourselves
· don’t think you’re so wise/clever/smart
· don’t judge by the world’s standards 
· no more boasting

Paul said you should become a “fool” so you can become wise.  How could that be true?
· you need to be a “fool” in the context of worldly thinking
· worldly wisdom is futile
· ignore the so called “wisdom” of the world
· pursue God’s Truth
· learn to think and act with God’s Wisdom, with a Biblical mindset

What good is human wisdom? 
· can end up being foolishness in God’s sight
· God catches the “wise” in their own craftiness, cleverness
· too often denies the presence, influence, authority of God

Note Paul’s statement, “For all things are yours.”
· We are not limited to the wisdom or teaching of any one person.
· All of God’s Truth is available to each of us.
· God’s Holy Spirit reveals God’s Truth to all who will seek it.

What are some examples of people deceiving themselves in our culture?
· pursuit of material goods … they can be lost easily
· popularity … comes and goes
· power and authority … also easily lost
· relationships … can go bad, are temporary

What harm can come from boasting in human leaders? 
· they are human
· they can disappoint
· they may or may not be following God’s Truth
· they can mislead
· they might be living for popularity, for power
· they might be crooks!

3.2 Stay Faithful

Listen for a requirement.

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 (NIV)   So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. 2  Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3  I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4  My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5  Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.

What does this passage teach about the life of an apostle?   What words describe church leaders before the Lord? 
· regarded as a servant of Christ
· they are entrusted with secret things of God
· required that they be faithful
· allow God to judge
· don’t worry about judgment of people


What do you think Paul meant about the “secret things of God?”  Is this like a secret society?
· has to do with involvement in communicating God’s Truth
· not everyone knows about the gospel message
· we are entrusted with sharing that message
· we have been given a commission to make disciples
· we are to go locally and globally with the message

What are some characteristics of an efficient and effective manager?
· learn to plan ahead
· good use of resources
· skill in motivating 
· skill in delegating all the work to the right people
· mentoring those who need help
· motivating those who are pokey

How do those characteristics apply to being a manager faithful to God?
· look ahead to what God is doing
· being good stewards of the resources God has given to us (time, talent, treasure)
· disciple new believers  
· exhorting those who need it
· encouraging those who need it

How can we remain faithful to the trust that God has given us?
· obedience to the specifics and principles of God’s Word
· submission to God’s Spirit who indwells the believer
· pursue the knowledge of what that trust is … knowing God’s Truth
· daily communication with God

What attitudes did Paul have about judging (making evaluations)?
· didn’t worry about being judged by his readers
· didn’t worry about judgment of a human court
· didn’t even judge himself
· trusted only in God’s judgment

Even though we are accountable to God, there is still a need for self and peer evaluation.  Why would these be needed?
· we need to take stock on a regular basis
· we need someone else’s viewpoint
· we need warnings when we are heading in the wrong direction
· we are encouraged and motivated by positive feedback
· it helps us improve our skills, our insights
· sort of a checks and balances principle at work

3.3 Give God the Glory

Listen for warning against pride.

1 Corinthians 4:6-7 (NIV)  Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond what is written." Then you will not take pride in one man over against another. 7  For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?

Paul rhetorically asks, “What do you have that you did not receive?” What’s one spiritual gift, opportunity, or strength we often treat as “mine,” even though it’s received from God?
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· 
· I’m a smart guy/gal
· a great singing voice
· best teacher in this church
· people respond when I witness
· I’m pretty good at sales
· I have a great golf handicap
· I’ve made plenty of money so I can give to God
· I had a 4.0 at college


How should the fact of receiving everything from God affect the way you respond when someone compliments you, when you receive recognition, or experience spiritual success?
· thank people for the kind words, the encouragement
· give the credit to God
· don’t say “it was nothing” … “it was no big deal”  
· That’s both an insult to God and to the person who showed their appreciation
· when things go well (with or without complements) praise the Lord, thank Him for his work in your life

Spiritual abilities are “received,” not “earned”? How can we communicate that in our complements to others?
· offer your appreciation for their efforts
· “God really spoke to me through what you said/sang/taught ..”
· “That answer you gave was from the Lord”
· “May God continue to use your gift”
· “I thank God for what you said today”

When you feel superior (or when others make you feel superior), what’s the humbling “next step” you need to take?
· be reminded that without God’s Holy Spirit at work in your life, you’re of little significance
· some complements are just to “butter you up”
· even sincere complements should be taken with humility … thinking of yourself less (but not less of yourself)



Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Evaluate. 
· Examine your heart for any pride or temptations to boast. 
· Thank God for the gifts He’s entrusted to you.
· but if pride has crept in, confess it. 
· Use your gifts to make much of Christ, not yourself.

Encourage. 
· Look for those who serve behind the scenes—people in the nursery, setup crew, or kitchen team. 
· Take a moment to thank them for their faithfulness.

Serve. 
· If you’re not serving within the ministry and mission of your church, it’s time to start. 
· Ask your church leaders to show you where you can serve, then step in and do it with humility 
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Well, Holmes …the Baptist Consulate in Brazzaville has forwarded a most curious communication from a persecuted church in the Republic of Hasidesogre. Their earnest wish is that their Christian brethren in the West should know of their desire that all believers remain faithful servants.  Regrettably, we possess only a fragment of the one-time key by which the message was enciphered. The surviving numerals indicate the letters required to reconstruct the text. I should be greatly obliged if you would examine the evidence and decipher the message as completely as circumstances permit.  Careful research has revealed clues and other challenging mysteries at https://tinyurl.com/3tft9s58 
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