5/24/2026	A Mission without Boundaries
1. Motivate

Where are some places you’ve been that you will never forget? 
· foreign countriesA video introduction to the lesson is available. View it at https://tinyurl.com/35nsx5kh If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/afzuzjbr 

· Washington DC
· Niagara Falls
· cruise destinations
· Professional ball games
· national/international conferences
· Grand Canyon
· amusement parks with wild rollercoasters 

2. Transition

Today we look at Paul and Barnabas sharing the Gospel.
· Sharing the message of Christ is a privilege that could take you anywhere.

3. Bible Study

3.1  When God Calls … GO!

Listen for a literal “hands on” application.

Acts 13:1-3 (NIV)  In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

What is stated in this passage about this church which suggests it is a good example of a church?
· prophets
· teachers
· specific people named who were so known
· a leader from a famous political family
· They worshiped, fasted
· they received specific message from God, obeyed it
· they commissioned and sent out missionaries

What indication do you see that the church leadership in Antioch was a diverse group?
· Simon called “Niger”,  may well have been black, of African origin
· Lucius was from Cyrene (a Greek city in what is today Libya)
· Manaen had connections with local politics (grew up with Herod the tetrarch)
· Saul/Paul from Tarsus, highly educated (Pharisee)


How would that diversity influence the direction of ministries?
· each person of different background had concern for his/her own culture
· there was understanding of how best to communicate in that culture

What kinds of diversity would we see within our churches in today’s society?
· differing levels of educationNote the route of the first missionary journey 

· different social backgrounds
· different financial levels
· more and more in big cities we see people of foreign cultures
· in certain areas of the country ethnic groups are actually the majority
· different kinds of jobs

How does a person recognize a call to be a missionary?
· deep conviction
· impact of a specific sermon or challenge
· a verse or passage makes a deep impression on you
· deep burden for a specific people or country who needs the Lord
· knowledge of the need, the capacity to fulfill that need
· God opens doors
· specific request from a mission organization for capabilities you may have

In what context did the leaders or church receive instructions from the Holy Spirit? 
· they were worshiping and fasting
· the Holy Spirit “said” (seemed to impress on them) God’s directions
· in the context of fasting and praying

Note some of the specifics:
· Paul and Barnabas were called to a specific ministry
· God did the calling 
· The church did the commissioning

God won’t  send all of us to a foreign country, but where could he want us to go?
· next door
· across the street
· across town (to a different socio-economic area)
· on a mission trip to help in some task that a foreign missionary needs done but doesn’t have the time or resources



3.2  Don’t Be Surprised by Rejection

Listen for rejection.

Acts 13:44-47 (NIV)   On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45  When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 46  Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47  For this is what the Lord has commanded us: "'I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'"

Note what happened on the Sabbath after Paul first spoke in Perga.  
· Whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord
· Jews filled with  jealousy
· Jews talked abusively against Paul’s message

How did Paul and Barnabas assess the situation? 
· told the Jews they were given the message first
· now that you reject it …
· now that you don’t consider yourself worthy of eternal life …
· … we now turn to the Gentiles
· you were supposed to be a “light” to the Gentiles
· now you’re rejecting that light

In what ways to Christians in some foreign countries experience rejection for their faith?
· family disowns them
· people boycott their business
· physical threats, attacks
· arrests by civil authorities
· church building vandalized

What great truth did Paul and Barnabas affirm about the nature and purpose of the Lord?
· God’s truth was given originally to the Jews
· He intended that they be a light to the Gentiles
· they were now rejecting that light
· God’s Truth, the Gospel message was for all peoples
· Paul and Barnabas would take that Truth to the Gentiles who were receiving it

How should we handle rejection? 
· continue to obey God
· trust God to provide our courage, strength, wisdom
· pray for those who have rejected us (actually rejected God)
· not give up sharing God’s Truth – go to someone else who will listen


3.3 Rejoice that the Gospel Is Embraced

Listen for mixed responses.

Acts 13:48-52 (NIV)  When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 49  The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50  But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51  So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52  And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

List ways in which Gentiles respond to the declaration that the gospel was for them.
· they were glad
· they honored the message from God
· those who were willing and believed received eternal life
· God’s Truth spread throughout the whole region

How did the Jewish opposition express itself? 
· they incited God-fearing women of high standing (people not of Jewish ancestry, but accepting of Jehovah God)
· also leading men of the city
· stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas
· got them kicked out of the region

How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the opposition? 
· symbolically “shook the dust from their feet”
· a formal way to say “we gave you your chance – now we’re out of here”
· if the message is outright rejected, then there are plenty of other places to share the Gospel

What was the overall feeling among those who followed Christ? 
· believers were filled with joy
· they were “filled” with the Holy Spirit
· thy had surrendered to God’s presence within their lives

What does this passage teach us about persevering in the face of rejection?
· be involved in Kingdom ministries
· know that

What does this passage teach us about joy in the life of a Christian? 
· joy is not the same as happiness
· happiness is the how we feel when things are going good, when nice things happen to us
· joy is more of an underlying attitude based on our relationship with God
· we are joyful because of Whose we are … we belong to Christ


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Reflect. 
· In what ways could you be a greater part of the Great Commission that Jesus has called you to join, to make disciples of every nation? 
· Commit to pray for missionaries.
· Generously support them, and be a part of sending them out.

Rejoice. 
· Spend some time in prayer thanking God for His work in your life, in your church, and in our world. 
· Ask God to allow your heart and mind to be filled with joy in knowing Him and being a part of His work. 
· Pray that He will protect you from discouragement and negativity, even in the midst of difficulties or painful circumstances.

Respond. 
· Do you sense God is calling you to be more than a mobilizer for overseas missions and that He may be calling you to go. 
· [image: ][image: ]Tell Him of your willingness. 
· Seek the counsel of one of your pastors or a mature believer to help you discern God’s leading. 
[image: ] Gosh, howdy there, kids! It looks like that old rascal Phineas T. Bluster has been causing trouble again! Out of pure ornery meanness, he’s knocked letters right off our church sign—what a mess! Clarabell and Dilly Dally are busy practicing their voices, so we sure could use your help! Now, don’t you worry—those letters just fell straight down, they’re just all mixed up in their columns. Why don’t you start with the columns that only have one letter fallen, then work your way up to the two- and three-letter words. Try out different combinations and see what good words you can make! And when you’ve got it all figured out, be sure Buffalo Bob sends a message to your church maintenance folks. Princess Summerfall Winterspring told me you could get help (or the crossword puzzle) at https://tinyurl.com/afzuzjbr Thanks a bunch, and happy puzzling!
Fallen Phrases Puzzle
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