8/2/2026	A Servant’s Heart
1. Motivate

Who were your favorite celebrities when you were younger?
· Lone Ranger
· Billy Graham
· The RiflemanA video introduction to the Bible study is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/ywf8sepa  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3h58yxdu 

· Elvis
· Johny Carson
· Dezi and Lucy Ricardo
· Ed Sullivan
· Walt Disney
· The Mouseketeers 
· Pat Boone
· Buffalo Bob and Howdy Doody

2. Transition

Paul confronted the issue of “celebrities” in the church at Corinth.
· He pointed out that it is not important what or who gets credit.
· What matters is that the Gospel is preached.
· Serve Christ with eternity in mind.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Serve Where You Are

Listen for an agricultural metaphor.

1 Corinthians 3:5-8 (NIV)   What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8  The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.

What was metaphor Paul used to make his point about who was most important?
· agriculture
· planting seed
· caring for the growing plants – watering, cultivating
· harvesting

What roles are played by church workers?
· planting the seed
· watering the plants


The conclusion is that God is the one who makes things grow … not us.

Paul was speaking to the issue of believers having favorites or celebrities. How can comparisons get in the way of us fulfilling our responsibilities as God’s servants?
· we get worried about our own image 
· more concerned about besting someone else than about using your skills, gifts unselfishly
· just like Paul’s concern, causes factions, divisions amongst believers 
· we start comparing numbers … how many members, size of youth group, number of buildings, size of buildings, how many Sunday AM services

So should church ministers and other Christian leaders be recognized more as servants or as masters?
	Servants
	Masters

	· minister to the flock
· plant the seed of the word
· cultivate, water the “plants”
· seek after that last sheep

	· appointed/elected leadership
· gives direction to the local church body (or regional organization)
· makes executive decisions for the whole body



 Ultimate responsible to our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ

What are some examples of what God can do in churches that no human leader can do?
· draw people to Himself
· change people’s lives
· give victory over habits and free from enslavement to sin
· heal bodies, minds, spirits
· give peace in the midst of chaos and suffering
· convict/convince people of sin, righteousness, judgment

3.2 Keep the Focus on Jesus

Listen for two different analogies for the church.

1 Corinthians 3:9-11 (NIV)   For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 10  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Note the two analogies.
· Believers are God’s “field”
· The church is like a “building” with Christ as the foundation


Paul saw his role as …
· Laying the foundation
· An expert builder
· Doing the initial sowing of the seed

What admonition did he give to others who would follow him?
· build on the foundation already laid
· build your life on Jesus Christ
· build your life on the Truths Jesus taught 

Recall the chorus, “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM 
· The foolish man built his house on the sand
· When “rain” and “floods” came, the foolish man’s house fell down
· The wise man’s house stood strong
· Note: the song said “build your house on Lord Jesus Christ”

Jesus’ actual teaching (Matthew 7:24–27 )referred to building one’s life on hearing and applying His words
· two different analogies … both very true

What kinds of things can be the wrong foundations for spiritual life?
· a salvation based on works
· the charisma of a person (a pastor, an evangelist, a teacher)
· distorted versions of scriptural principles (take any doctrine to excess and it becomes heresy)
· an experience based only on emotion

How can we make sure we are building on the right foundation as we serve in the church?
· study and apply Jesus’ Truth to your life
· use the Truths about Jesus and what He taught in what is studied and taught and preached
· fill your mind with God’s Truth
· base teachings on Scripture 

Consider the concept of believers being “God's field” … what does God want to grow in your life?
· victory over sin
· fruit of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness and self-control. 
· a burden for the lost 
· calling out people to full time Christian service
· empowering believers for ministry


3.3 Do What Lasts

Listen for Listen for a contrast in building materials.

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 (NIV)  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13  his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.

According to this passage, what do we do to complete our spiritual building?
· build on the foundation of Jesus Christ only
· build it with care
· use quality building materials – symbolically he says gold, silver, costly stones
· avoid shoddy materials – symbolized by wood, hay, straw
· build a life out of things that survive the “fire” of judgment

Contrast the two types of materials and how lasting they are.
	Lasting Materials
	Temporary Materials

	· gold
· silver
· costly stones
· tested (purified) by fire
· survives testing
· receive reward
	· wood
· hay
· stubble
· tested (purified) by fire
· will be burned by fire
· suffer loss



What kind of works do you think gold, silver, and costly stones represent in our lives?
· activities that have eternal results
· ministries that change people’s lives
· tasks that have a positive effect on others

What kinds of works do you think wood, hay, and stubble represent?
· things that are done for personal gain (fame or reputation)
· actions done with the wrong motive 
· ministries which are thin on spiritual substance and heavy on self
· things which have no lasting impact for the Kingdom of God

Note these are works done by believers.  If we are truly saved by grace, not by works, why do works matter – why be concerned about how good they are?
· works express our salvation
· works do not gain or preserve our salvation
· works are a loving response of obedience to our Savior
· quality in our service to God glorifies Him more than shoddy efforts

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Pray. 
· Ask God to give you a servant’s heart. 
· Pray to serve without a focus on how you might benefit from service
· Ask God for a heart centered on honoring Christ by loving and helping others.

Ask. 
· Consider various areas of service within the ministries of the church. 
· Ask your pastor or those in leadership how you might serve Christ and His church.

Encourage. 
· Others often see our strengths before we do. 
· Think of someone who would serve well in a particular ministry of the church.
· Encourage them to get involved. 
· That might just be the nudge they needed!
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Oh dear, oh dear! What an absolute catastrophe! A most unruly native of the planet Dagobah has wreaked complete and utter havoc upon our lovely church sign. The creature has knocked several letters loose, causing them to plummet straight down into a state of dreadful, mixed-up disarray. We require your assistance immediately to rectify this situation, if you would be so kind! The single fallen letters should present no trouble for a mind such as yours. However, for the shorter words, I would humbly suggest cross-referencing letters that seem to possess some logical sense.  My AI resources reveal help available (along with other fun Family Activities) at https://tinyurl.com/3h58yxdu The church leaders are counting on you! Once finished, please notify the volunteer committee leader at once. Oh, my goodness!  
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