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Act with Courage

1. Motivate

Who comes to mind when you think of persistence?
· a grandparent or parent

· teachers you’ve had (good or not so good)

· various politicians (famous and infamous)

· some news commentators 

· actors who are still performing after many years

· various sports personalities – quarterbacks, golfers, baseball players, soccer stars

· cooking show hosts like Jaques Papen, Julia Childs, Guy Fieri

· late night TV hots who lasted for years, Johnny Carson, Jay Leno, David Letterman

2. Transition

In some ways, we’re all required to demonstrate persistence.

· In our lives we will face struggles and problems.

· Persistent problems call for persistent courage.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Courage in Following God
Listen for warning and encouragement.
2 Chronicles 15:1-7 (NIV)  The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded. 2  He went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. 3  For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to teach and without the law. 4  But in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, and he was found by them. 5  In those days it was not safe to travel about, for all the inhabitants of the lands were in great turmoil. 6  One nation was being crushed by another and one city by another, because God was troubling them with every kind of distress. 7  But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded."
Who did the Lord raise up to deliver a word to Asa and his army even as they returned to Jerusalem following the victory over Zerah?
· Azariah

· son of Oded

· Note: this is one of several Azariah’s in the Bible, but this is the only time this particular Azariah is mentioned

What life lesson might we learn from the fact that we virtually know  nothing about Azariah? 
· God sometimes chooses to use folks who have little notoriety 

· we don’t have to be famous to be God’s instrument at a particular time or place

· King Asa needed a message from God and Azariah was the messenger

· we need to be sensitive to God’s leading in our lives and ready to speak to someone whom God brings our way  

· even though you don’t consider yourself particularly gifted, you could be the right person at the right time

What was at the heart of Azariah’s prophetic message to Asa and the people?   What were his main points?

· keep close to God – don’t let this victory go to your head

· keep on pursuing your relationship with God 

· if you seek Him, He will be found by you

· if you forsake Him, He will forsake you

· be strong, don’t give up … be persistent

· your efforts will be rewarded

How did Azariah illustrate the basic warning?
· remember the history of your people

· when they followed God they were at peace

· when they strayed from God, they lived in defeat

· when they turned to God, when they sought Him, He was found by them

What had been the result of abandoning the Lord? What was it like in Israel when they did not worship the true God?
· it wasn’t safe to travel about

· all the inhabitants of the nation were in great turmoil

· nations crushed each other

· cities crushed each other

· God was troubling them with every kind of distress

What personal message of encouragement did Azariah have for Asa?
· be strong, 

· don’t give up   … be persistent

· your efforts will be rewarded

What does it mean to have a close relationship with God, to “seek Him”? 
· daily communication with God

· receive His teaching through reading His Word

· respond in worship and praise

· declare your trust in Him

· bring to Him your needs and tell Him your struggles

· pay attention to what God impresses upon your heart as you read His Word and experience preaching and teaching from Scripture
How can we be receptive to what God’s messengers want to say to us? 
· put yourself in a place where you will hear God’s message – regular attendance in Bible Study and Preaching services

· read God’s Word with an open heart and mind

· tell God as you come to hear or study His Word that you want to receive His thoughts for you that day
Why is it important to stay in regular contact with Christian leaders who can teach us God’s Word and pray with us? 
· we need one another

· we need the Body of Christ – the body of believers

· just like our body needs its different parts – hands, feet, eyes, internal organs, etc. to function, we need each other

· one person’s weakness or need is met by the strengths in another person’s walk with God
How does following God become easier or more difficult as you have grown older?
	Easier
	Harder

	· remember former lessons you learn

· become more aware or convinced of God’s power, authority and love at work in your life

· not fooled a second time, learn lessons
	· growing old has a whole new set of challenges

· “Growing old is not for sissies”

· losing friends and family

· requires persistence 
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3.2 Encouraging Others to Follow God
Listen for Asa’s response to the message.
2 Chronicles 15:8-9 (NIV)  When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of Oded the prophet, he took courage. He removed the detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the towns he had captured in the hills of Ephraim. He repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the portico of the LORD's temple.  9  Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and the people from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who had settled among them, for large numbers had come over to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.
What indicates Asa took Azariah’s message to heart? What actions did Asa take to ensure the worship of the Lord? 
· he took courage

· he removed idols from all over Judah and Benjamin and from towns he had captured

· repaired the altar

· assembled the people for teaching

Why might Asa have called for a great assembly of Judah and Benjamin, including others who resided with them? 
· a time of teaching/preaching

· wanted to communicate the importance of what he had learned about following God

· people needed to learn the Truth of what God wanted them to know

· provide an opportunity for people to commit together to seek and follow God

What is the value of making a public commitment to seek the Lord? 
· results in a certain accountability

· we all know each other’s public declaration of faith

· we will all be watching each other to see if what we are doing what we promised or declared we would do

· this is what God has specified  in Romans 10:9 (NIV)  That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

What is the difference between serving the Lord wholeheartedly and giving God just part of our life? 
· consider the phrase, “If God is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all”

· anything less than total commitment is not really commitment

· when we keep control of part of our lives, then Jesus is not really on the throne

· again, recall the Campus Crusade for Christ illustration
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Where do followers of Jesus have opportunities to demonstrate courage in today’s world?
· personal witnessing to friends, family

· stand up against ungodliness in our culture

· deal with life’s struggles victoriously

· conquer a personal recurring temptation –  pornography, gossiping, substance abuse (pills, chocolate, tobacco, alcohol, ... ), anger, 
Maintaining  spiritual courage.  Restore it after a moment of weakness or a time of failure.  Consider the practice of “Spiritual Breathing”

· exhale – express confession, repentance to the Lord 

· inhale – receive by faith God’s forgiveness, receive God’s strength to face the next temptation in His power
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Application
Pray. 
· Ask God to show you what things have become distractions in your life and are keeping you from seeking Him with a deeper passion. 
· Confess those things and resolve to seek God with your whole life.

Memorize. 
· Commit 2 Chronicles 15:7 to memory. “But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.” 
· Let that verse come to mind when problems persist.

Encourage. 
· Be an “Azariah” in someone’s life. 
· Step in with a word of challenge or encouragement. 
· As they face their problems, walk alongside them and remind them of the presence of Christ in their lives.

A video summary of the first portion of the lesson is available.  View at: � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ey8lchwo" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ey8lchwo� 


Download at: � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5lttaed" �https://tinyurl.com/y5lttaed� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Take courage!  The message is doubly challenging, but you can do it. Unscramble each of the clue words. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.   Look up the Scripture passage in the NIV to find hints for the words.  Your teacher is depending on you to determine the important message about courage, itself.  If you get stuck, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5lttaed" �https://tinyurl.com/y5lttaed�  There’s other Family Activities there also.
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