12/29/2019
Aren’t All Religions the Same?

1. Motivate

When have you regretted trying to cut corners with a cheap knockoff brand?
· a tool that broke when I used it

· a radio that died after one hour of use

· a tire that had a blow out after only 250 miles

· clothing that ripped a seam the second time worn

· makeup that caused one’s face to break out

· a box of mac and cheese that cooked up a weird color

· a cake mix that didn’t rise

· a 12 pack of cola that tasted just wrong

· fishing line that broke with the first fish on line

· a tank of gas that made the car run rough

2. Transition

Once in a while we take a chance on a cheap substitute.

· We might save money or we might lose money in the long run.

· We cannot take a chance on a substitute for the Truth of the Gospel
· A vast difference exists between faith in Jesus and all other beliefs.

3. Bible Study

3.1 There Is Only One God
Listen for attributes of God.
Isaiah 44:6-8 (NIV)   "This is what the LORD says-- Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7  Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come-- yes, let him foretell what will come. 8  Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one."
What titles and attributes are given here to support the claim the Lord is the only God? 
· King

· Redeemer

· Jehovah Almighty 

· The God Who IS 

· The God of Power and Ultimate Authority

· the First, the Last

· The ONLY God

What does God reveal about Himself in these verses?
· His power

· His authority – His sovereignty

· God does as God pleases to do

· no one can thwart God’s purposes, Gods plans

· His participation in the flow of history

What challenge from the living God are the idols unable to answer? 
· no one, no thing is like God – He is unique, distinct, totally different – He is Holy
· anyone, anything that claims to be like God cannot replicate what Jehovah God has done and is doing

· nor can they tell what is coming

· God can see the parade of history from the beginning to the end – like we might watch the Rose Bowl Parade from the blimp … God can see the whole parade of time
What admonition does the Lord give to His people? 
· don’t tremble

· don’t be afraid

· you are witnesses to what I have done, what I am doing

· I’m the only one at work here

· no other deities exist to do anything like what I am doing

What responsibility do the Lord’s people have in relationship to Him?
· worship – declare His worth

· praise, thanksgiving

· obedience

· watch with awe

· trust Him

Because of their experience with Him, God’s people are to bear witness that the Lord is the only God.  What experiences have you had that God is sovereign and at work in your life?

· rescued from sinful life

· given a new start

· or … provided you with a loving Christian home

· provided jobs

· worked in children’s lives to bring them back from rebellion

· physical healing

· opened and closed doors of opportunity to help guide decisions

· given the privilege of serving Him – working for The King!

3.2 Worship Only The God Who IS
Listen for the futility of an idol.
Isaiah 44:9-11 (NIV)  All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. Those who would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame. 10  Who shapes a god and casts an idol, which can profit him nothing? 11  He and his kind will be put to shame; craftsmen are nothing but men. Let them all come together and take their stand; they will be brought down to terror and infamy.
 What assessment does the prophet make of idol worship no matter its form? 
· people who make idols are nothing

· the items they fashion are worthless

· substitutes for God that people treasure are worthless

What happens to those who worship anything other than the true Lord God?
· people who claim to speak for their deity are blind

· they are ignorant

· they shame themselves

· to  acquire a substitute for God profits you nothing

Where do you see idolatry present in today’s culture?”
· materialism

· substance abuse … from hard drugs to alcohol to  chocolate!

· desire for popularity

· the deity of “Convenience” in choice of abortion

· desire for power

· hobbies

· living out your own dreams in the lives of children

· striving to be the best – sports, popularity, the most money, the best “toys
· accolades for performing – music, acting, sports

What is foolish about trusting these things to provide lasting benefit in our lives?

· they tend never to find true fulfillment

· they are often habits that harm us, not benefit

· they control us … but not for good

· they are all temporal … they can easily fade away … and they are certainly not eternal

What are some practical ways we can avoid idolatry in our lives?
· put God first in our lives

· read, careful thought about, obedience to God’s Word

· J.O.Y  …  Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last

· allow God to produce in you the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control

· submission to the presence of God’s Holy Spirit living within the believer

3.3 Jesus, the Only Way to God
Listen for the “I Am” statement.
John 14:5-7 (NIV)  Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."
In your Bible, take a quick look at the first four verses of John 14.  How does Thomas’ question indicate he (and the others) did not understand what Jesus had said to them in verses 1-4? 
· Jesus says, don’t worry … trust me

· Jesus talks about going to prepare a place for you

· I’ll come back and get you and take you there

· “You know the way …”

So how did Thomas respond … he’s not a “doubter” here, he basically wants clarification.

· we don’t know where you are going

· if we don’t know where, we certainly don’t know how to get there

· Thomas is thinking of a literal place, you can find it on a map, there’s a road to this place

How would Jesus’ answer to Thomas straighten out his thinking? How can we understand Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life? 
· Jesus is not talking about a place such as a nearby town

· He is talking about the specific presence of a Person … God the Father

· to enter God’s presence you need to go based on your relationship to Christ, the Son of God

· Jesus is Truth – to know Jesus is to know Truth

· Jesus is Life – to know Jesus is to know Life, abundant now, eternal beyond our physical existence here on earth

· Jesus is the Redemptive Person or Personality of God, Himself

How would you summarize the uniqueness of Christianity over other religions?
· God became a man – Jesus was wholly God and wholly man

· a God of love, mercy, forgiveness

· a redemptive God – Jesus paid the penalty for our sins

· we cannot do anything to make God love us more or love us less … He loves us more than we know

· we’re rescued from our sinful condition not by works, but by faith – by believing what God says

· we serve a risen Savior … the grave is empty

How can we show love to those who practice other religions while holding fast to the truth?
· allow God to love them through us

· accept them as people that God loves

· share the wonderful news, the Truth of the Gospel message of salvation

· pray for them

What are some practical ways our group can communicate that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life?
· hospitality – invite them into our homes

· look for ways to help them when they face problems

· pray for them … ask them if there are things going on in their lives for which you could pray

· be sensitive to opportunities to share your own spiritual journey, how God brought you to salvation and how He is working in our life even now.
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Application
Be educated. 
· Make time to study the distinctives of Christianity in light of other religions. 
· A good place to start is  https://www.everyperson.com/features/connecting.html 

Be prayerful. 
· Partner with your Bible study group in praying for individuals you know who might question the exclusive claims of Christ. 
· Pray for opportunities to share, and pray they would be open to the truth of who Jesus is.
Be compassionately bold. 

· Speak up! Don’t be silent when someone claims all religions are the same. 
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As you share about the uniqueness and exclusivity of Jesus, be a model of His love and grace.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.   View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_d4spfkpa" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_d4spfkpa� 


If you have no WiFi where you teach, download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/vr5jztl" �https://tinyurl.com/vr5jztl� 





This message was just intercepted by the Dorrwangu Secret Police.  They discarded it and it was found by one of our operatives.  Use the key to decode the important observation by a well known evangelist.  If you need help, use the personalized QR code link or go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/vr5jztl" �https://tinyurl.com/vr5jztl� 
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