6/28/2026	Calling Out Sin
1. Motivate

What kind of social media “click bait” do you find it hard to resist?
· watch this police pursuit
· 10 ways to improve your posture/marriage/blood pressure/cholesterol 
· Most people have only done 10 of these things
· The best way to slice a bell pepper/wash your dog/get rid of bed bugs …
· These amusement park rides are dangerous
· 10 best/worst cities to live inAn introductory video to the lesson is available.  Watch it at https://tinyurl.com/4z4897tb. If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3srvedu3 

· Best lures to use to catch fish
· 25 worst wedding pictures

2. Transition

It’s easy to point out bad things … especially when we’re telling people what is sinful.
· We should point out sin for what it is.
· At the same time we should point people to Jesus who rescues from sin.

3. Bible Study

3.1 What’s Inside Matters

Listen for inside versus outside.

Luke 11:37-41 (NIV)   When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38  But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised. 39  Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40  You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41  But give what is inside [the dish] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.

Consider the Pharisee host’s observance about Jesus that troubled him. 
· Saw that Jesus did not wash before the meal
· Was not an hygienic “Wash your hands” before the meal
· Had to do with ceremonial washing
· A “good” Jewish person did this prior to the meal to show spiritual cleanliness

Describe Jesus’ comments concerning this external ritual.  What contrast does Jesus make between the outside and the inside?
· Your traditions are as if you wash the outside of the cup and dish 
· yet the inside remains dirty
· Your lives are like that … you make sure you look clean
· but inside you are full of greed and wickedness


Why do you think people often focus more on outward appearances than inward character? Why is it easier to manage appearances than to deal with heart issues?
· we all tend to think what we do makes us righteous and spiritual
· we want others to think we are spiritual, “good” people
· easier to take care of some outward behaviors
· hard to admit inward attitudes and motivations, even to ourselves
· we certainly don’t want others to know what we are really like inside

What kinds of "outward cleanliness" might Christians emphasize today?
· church attendance
· carry your Bible
· watch your language
· don’t smoke or drink or chew … or go with girls who do
· giving tithe, offerings … especially when you have enough to give and have a church room or building named after you

Which is more dangerous: obvious sinful behavior or hidden sinful attitudes? Why?
	Obvious Sinful Behavior
	Hidden Sinful Attitudes

	· shows you don’t care about people knowing
· might influence others to follow your example
· people say, “Ok for him (a deacon) to do, must be Ok for me”
	· you are lying to others as well as yourself
· you continue sinning assuming no one knows
· when it is found out it is devastating to others as well as yourself



When helping another believer deal with sin, how can we avoid focusing only on external behavior?
· possibly share a similar struggle you had
· mention how your actions or attitudes were a poor example to others
· ask if they would like to overcome that behavior and talk about how God can help them 

How does the gospel provide the solution to the problem Jesus identifies here?
· Jesus died not only to rescue us from the penalty of sin … 
· but also the power of sin over us
· trust in the presence of God’s Holy Spirit to convict/convince us of not only the sin, but to empower us and guide us into right attitudes and actions

3.2 Don’t Just Be Religious

Listen for multiple “Woe” accusations

Luke 11:42-46 (NIV)   "Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 43  "Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44  "Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing it." 45  One of the experts in the law answered him, "Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also." 46  Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.

What are woe statements to the Pharisees? List them.
· you are so very careful (picky) about tithing but neglect justice and the love of God
· you love those important seats in church and important greetings in the marketplace
· you are like unmarked graves which people walk over without knowing it
· you load people down with regulations impossible to satisfy and don’t lift a finger to help them out of the problem

Why does Jesus condemn the desire for prominent seats and public recognition?
· more of the looking good problem – outward appearances of holiness
· want to be important
· like the admirations and praises from people (but not God so much)

What religious activities can someone perform without truly loving God?
· church attendance – Sundays, Wednesdays, other meetings as scheduled
· sing in the choir, play an instrument
· serve on committees 
· teach a Sunday School class
· go on door to door witnessing
· read your Bible

What is the difference between practicing religion and having a relationship with God?
	Practicing Religion
	Relationship with God

	· do good all the time
· do as much good as possible, as often as possible
· work to satisfy God
· work to let people know you are religious
· can become a burden
· you never know if you’ve done enough
	· pursue knowing God better
· surrender to God’s leadership
· submit to God’s will
· allow God to work in your life
· allow Him to chip away at the bad habits and attitudes
· allow Him to display the Fruit of the Spirit in your life



Why do justice and the love of God matter more than meticulous rule-keeping?
· when we love God, we seek to please Him.
· when we know God loves us (no matter what we have done), we realize we cannot earn our salvation
· we cannot earn God’s love
· we realize that our motivation to do good is backwards
· we do good because we are responding to God’s love for us
3.3 God Knows

Listen for a warning.

Luke 12:1-3 (NIV)  Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2  There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3  What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.

Consider Jesus’ warning to the disciples.
· Be on guard against the “yeast of the Pharisees”
· Don’t be a hypocrite

Why is hypocrisy such a serious sin?
· we begin to think we really are the person we pretend to be
· we assume we are hiding what we are really like
· we are hiding stuff from others, but not from God
· when we get away with hypocrisy, we end up doing it even more
· when unbelievers see it they are turned off about Christianity 

Let’s list or write some of our own proverbs or truisms based on verses 2 & 3
· “Be sure your sins will find you out.”
· “You can’t hide your sins from God.”
· “The walls have ears.”
· “What you hide will some day be published.”
· “God knows, even when people don’t”

What areas of one’s failures (sin) are people most tempted to keep hidden?
· substance abuse (from hard drugs or alcohol to chocolate chip cookies)
· pornography
· adultery
· cheating on taxes
· being a news junkie 
· worry, anger, hatred, jealousy

How can we guard against being hypocritical?
· be  honest with God – tell Him your struggles
· confess your temptations, your addictions
· have an accountability partner you can trust
· fill your mind with God’s Truth
· daily submit to God’s rule in your life

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Confess. 
· Before we call out the sins of others, we must admit our own sin. 
· Confess your sins to the Lord. 
· Make confession of sin part of your daily devotion.

Assess. 
· Who do you know needs forgiveness and salvation? 
· Begin praying for their salvation and for the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

Express. 
· Using your phone, record yourself calling out your sin. 
· Listen to your tone of voice, look for compassion and care in the words you say. 
· Correct any obstacle that might hinder a positive response. 

Cryptogram Puzzle
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]From a humble house church in Deliagorat, carried forth this message has been, across shadowed borders to the Baptist Consulate of Moldova. To the brethren in the far West, a remembering they call for—of the sacred priorities that bind the Church as one people, believers in Christ.   Gone to the Cub Scout camp, our decoding sages have wandered. Empty are their desks, silent is their wisdom.  Aid us now, you must.  The symbols of the ancient alphabet table, take them up you will. With them, unravel the hidden words. Guide you, the ‘HELLO WORLD’ relic shall, as a lantern in forgotten halls.  Help and further fun Family Activities at https://tinyurl.com/3srvedu3 you will find.d
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