7/20/2025	Can I Walk Away from My Salvation?
1. Motivate

What is something you are glad you never quit? You persevered.
· a hobby
· sport I love
· marriage![bookmark: _Hlk201756361]A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/4x66d3zk .  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/ycxtunf3 

· music – instrument, voice, choir
· exercise
· eating!  (chocolate chip cookies)
· reading for entertainment
· reading the Bible
· prayer
· taking the family on a yearly vacation
· going to Bible camp each summer

2. Transition

Perseverance can be a spiritual attribute.
· A true relationship with Christ is seen in our perseverance.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Growing Faith

Listen for how to grow.

Hebrews 6:1-3 (NIV)  Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2  instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3  And God permitting, we will do so.

Chapter 6 begins with a further challenge to maturity.  What kinds of things are included here in our spiritual foundation?
· repentance from acts that lead to death
· faith in God
· instructions about  ...
· baptisms
· laying on of hands
· resurrection of the dead
· eternal judgment





Consider training you have received in some subject or skill.  Maybe you also received advanced training.  What does the advance training allow you to accomplish what you could not do when you only knew the basics?
· you could fix it, not just use it
· you knew how to show someone else how to do it
· you could do a better job
· you were more accurate, could go farther, faster
· the results of your work were more pleasing

What reasons are there that the believer should know and learn more than just the basics in his/her spiritual experience? 
· you are better able to communicate your faith
· you can be a help to other believers
· you would be able to exercise the Gifts of the Spirit
· you will exhibit the Fruit of the Spirit 
· you will be an effective  “soldier” for the Kingdom of God

What is involved in the need for human effort in growing and maturing as a believer? 
· you must, by an act of your will, pursue communicating with God 
· pick up your Bible, read it, think about it
· communicate to God … 
· declare your Adoration of God 	         

· Confess – agree with God you have sinned	    A.C.T.S.
· give Thanks, 
· declare Supplications – communicate needs

What indicates that human effort alone is not sufficient, and that spiritual growth is a work of God?
· [image: A chair with a cross on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]you cannot live a life pleasing to Gd on your own
· you must rely on and submit to the indwelling presence of God’s Holy Spirit 
· He will 
· illuminate, make plain what you read in Scripture
· empower you to live a life free from the slavery of sin
· guide and direct decisions
· produce the Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control






3.2 Grounded in the Saving Work of Christ

Listen for an agricultural example. 

Hebrews 6:4-8 (NIV)  It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5  who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 6  if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7  Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8  But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

What do believers who fail to mature and faithfully serve, bring upon the Lord, especially before those who are unbelievers? 
· in a sense the crucify Jesus repeatedly
· their life does not show that they are rescued from sin’s power over them
· they subject Jesus Christ to public disgrace

How does it disgrace Christ when a person lapses back into his or her old way of life? 
· people will say that you are a hypocrite … claim you are a believer of Christ, but live just as nasty as you used to
· that must have just been a phase you were going through
· your “spiritual experience” was just imagined
· either God is not real or you are just a faker … or both

In what way can a Christian become useless to God?
· no power to live a godly life
· no motivation to serve God 
· all you have is a “fire escape from hell” 

[bookmark: _Hlk201755261]Verse 7 uses the concept of crops to describe genuine faith.  What happens to ground that receives the rain as it falls?
· produces a crop useful to those for whom it was farmed
· receives a blessing from God

If the “rain” for our spiritual lives is God’s Truth, what is the “crop” that God intends would result.
· would include the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness,  self control, faithfulness)
· God’s blessings
· a continually growing spiritual experience, not a stagnant life
· effective in ministry to the lost, to fellow believers



3.3 Diligently Walking in Christ

How do you feel when someone gives you positive reinforcement like “Way to go!” or “Good job!” or “Nice effort, well done!”  ?
· encouraged
· want to keep on trying, will make a good effort next time again

We’ve heard challenge and correction, now listen for commendation and encouragement.

Hebrews 6:9-12 (NIV)  Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case--things that accompany salvation. 10  God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11  We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 12  We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

According to the passage, what does God remember?
· your work
· the love you have shown Him
· the help you give fellow believers

What does it show when we help other believers.
· shows love for fellow Christians
· demonstrates obedience to the Lord
· demonstrates the working of the Fruit of the Spirit
· exercises the Gifts of the Spirit

In what ways are we to keep on showing diligence and perseverance?
· don’t become lazy
· imitate those with faith and patience
· keep on and inherit what has been promised

Consider mentors you’ve had.  How did they demonstrate faith and patience?
	Faith Demonstrated
	Patience Demonstrated

	· pray daily
· quick to pray about problems, not get super worried
· trust God even when problems mount up
· always willing to pray with you 
	· not often upset when lots of things are happening
· always willing to entertain the grandkids
· rarely upset in busy traffic
· ready to listen to people’s questions or requests for advice



Note: Perseverance demonstrates valid faith … it is not a requirement for our salvation 
· True saving faith will persevere 
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: A poster with a couple of people in a wheelchair

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Application
Study. 
· Study the Bible and do what it says. 
· Remember, just learning more facts will not change your behavior. 
· Get busy putting the Bible into practice. 
· This journey is not for the faint of heart, but take courage! 
· God will sustain you as you strive to grow in your relationship with Him.

Serve. 
· Become more than a passive church member; join a community and begin serving others. 
· This will include a formal leadership or service role, but that is not required. 
· Just find some needs among fellow Christians and meet them.

Encourage. 
· You may know another believer who is struggling with his or her own faith. 
· Walk alongside this person and call him or her to persevere and walk with you as you both seek to walk with Christ. 
[image: ][image: ]Word Search
[image: A cartoon of a person with glasses

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close up of a word

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Humph!   You just better not walk away from finding these words!  You’re lucky this week.  The words only go right, down, and diagonal down or up (“southeast” or “northeast”).  That other Bible study class has challenged you to find all the words first.  Humph, if you ask me, I think you have the edge in that challenge.  If you wimp out, you can go to https://tinyurl.com/ycxtunf3 for help, or that simple crossword.

image2.png




image3.png
IMITATE
IMPOSSTBLE
INHERTT
JUDGMENT
LAzY
LEAVE
MATURTTY
PATIENCE
POWERS
PROMISED
RAIN
REPENTRANCE
RESURREECTION
SALVATION
SHARED,
TASTED
TEACHINGS
THISTLES
THORNS
UNTUST
WORTHLESS




image4.png
BAPTISM
BETTER
BLESSING.
BROUGHT
BURNED
CONFIDENT
CONTINUE
CROP
CRUCIFYING
DANGER
DILIGENCE
DISGRACE
ELEMENTARY
ENLIGHTENED.
ETERNAL
FAITH
FALLING
FOUNDATION
GIFT
GOODNESS
HELP
HOPE




image5.png
4




image6.png
FOBETTERTHELPROMISEDARRRT
APFECATASTEDUETEACHINGSBB
IOOERESURREECTIONTE AFHNRR
TOUJUDGMENTNSNLAWPUSROFOL
HPNSCEELEMENTARYODERIEPUA
NADGIFTTAGENOTHHRLETIODGF
ITAUFGHRIUEUNJUSTAAIRTTHA
NITNYGELNDLEAVESHVNCAYYTL
HEIIIGIIIMPOSSIBLESSINGHL
ENOLNDTFLEOSEHOAETERNALOI
RCNAGNNRRBAPTISMSPOWERSRN
IEDGOODNESSHSIDI SGRACEHNG
TEICCIMITATEBURNEDLAZYUSL





image1.png




