7/12/2026	Extending Grace
1. Motivate

What kind of reactions would you anticipate if a highly respected community leader chose to spend time with someone everyone else disliked?
· the leader is nuts
· foolishAn introduction video for the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/shc96u7m   If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3wyffjrm 

· just committed political suicide
· he’s being kind
· he’s faking it
· he’s in trouble now
· wish I had his compassion and empathy                                      Zacchaeus jokes 
· why would he do that
· what does he think he will accomplish … it’s like teaching pigs to sing … the pigs hate it and they still can’t sing

2. Transition

That would be an example of one person extending grace to the other.  That is, doing something nice that the other person did not deserve.
· Today we look at how Jesus extended grace.
· God calls us to do likewise.

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Seeker Looking for Jesus

Listen for vertical challenge.

Luke 19:1-4 (NIV)  Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2  A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3  He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4  So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

How did Luke describe Zacchaeus? 
· chief tax collector
· wealthy
· wanted to see who Jesus was
· he was short, couldn’t see over crowd

Tax collectors were despised.
· Actually worked for the Roman government
· Thus were considered traitors
· Collected the specified tax but added their cut on top 

Zacchaeus was wealthy and powerful. Why might someone with those advantages still be searching for something more? 
· he was hated by fellow Jews, neighbors
· found he was not satisfied with all the riches he had acquired
· wanted something more than money
· was looking for personal relationships, friends

What are some modern-day obstacles that keep people from getting a clear view of Jesus? 
· caught up in busy lifestyle
· always looking at their phones (and not the Bible app)
· their attention is on material things, entertainment
· focusing on arguments about politics, hating the “other side” (left or right)

Zacchaeus was not well-liked by many people. How might our assumptions about certain people keep us from extending grace to them? 
· if other people don’t like that person, those others might reject us for being kind to that person
· we follow the crowd in our attitude toward that person
· if they are unliked by others, then those others are probably right
· we believe what they say about that person

If Zacchaeus were living in our town today, what or who might keep him from getting to Jesus?
· the people who oppose more taxes
· protesters who are against “big government”
· protesters who say the rich should pay more of their share than the poor
· people who camp out on the parade route even days ahead of time and don’t allow others to squeeze in the front row
· people who think obvious sinners should not be allowed to spoil the parade for good Christian folk
· the city council who have sold out on sections of roadside for observers
· people who say there should be a separation of church and state

3.2 A Savior Looking for a Relationship

Listen for an invitation.

Luke 19:5-6 (NIV)  When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6  So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.



What specific words or phrases show that Jesus is taking the initiative?
· come down
· immediately 
· “I must” …
· “stay” at your house

Why do you suppose Jesus stopped and invited Himself to Zacchaeus’ house, knowing people’s attitude about tax collectors?
· Zacchaeus was someone who needed salvation
· Jesus was more concerned for the need of this man than of people’s opinions
· Jesus said that he came to minister to those who were spiritually sick, not those who were “healthy”
· more important to reach out to people in need than limit association only with “nice” people

What might Zacchaeus have been feeling when Jesus called his name?
· “Who .. me???”   …    good grief, He saw me
· well, I wanted to know about Him, here’s my chance
· hope the servants have the house picked up, hope we’ve got something to eat in the house
· This is fantastic!  I get to meet this fellow in person!

In what ways does Jesus extend grace to Zacchaeus before Zacchaeus has done anything to deserve it?
· went against common attitude towards tax collectors (remember, one of Jesus’ disciples was a former tax collector)
· Jesus interrupted his journey to stop and spend an evening with a “sinner” (tax collector)
· not only did Jesus speak with him, he invited himself the Zaccheaus’ house
· recognized Zacchaeus’ interest – gave him an opportunity to meet Jesus, the person of interest
· sort of like a famous person (sports hero or your favorite entertainment personality) coming to you and saying, I’d like to visit with you …  without you having to ask

Why do some people find it hard to believe that God wants a personal relationship with them?
· I’ve been a bad person
· it’s been too long, “too much water under the bridge”
· seems like God has had it in for me … too many bad things happened to me
· I’m mad at God
· “God the Father” … my father was no good … I can’t trust any “father”
· how could God be interested in me … I’m just a single individual … He’s got more important things to attend to … like world peace and keeping gravity working




3.3 A Transformed Life Extending Grace

Listen for a confession.

Luke 19:7-10 (NIV)  All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'" 8  But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 9  Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

What are some ways we can tell that someone we know has been spiritually transformed?
· change their vocabulary, give up harmful habits
· begin reading their Bible
· maybe even change vocations
· become more interested in spiritual things

How do we know Zacchaeus was serious, genuine about deciding to follow Jesus?
· Zacchaeus repented of his sinful life
· he was willing to make amends for the wrong things he had done
· Jesus said he had shown himself to be a “son of Abraham” – a man of faith and obedience

What do the actions of Zacchaeus reveal about the power of God to change hearts?
· no doubt he was deeply involved in a materialistic lifestyle
· he was successful, but considered to be so due to shady dealings
· his ongoing lifestyle depended on his continued extortion of tax payers
· this was a 180 degree turnaround
· instead of acting with greed he was acting with generosity
· only God can do that

How can Christians encourage transformation in others without becoming judgmental? What practical ways can we show grace to someone who is trying to change?
· befriend others
· learn about their joys and sorrows and struggles
· participate in acts of unsolicited kindness
· earn their trust
· be quick to remember that “I am a sinner, saved by God’s grace”
· God wants to rescue them from the struggle of sin
· “Whatever your deepest need is, God has the answer.”
· “Let me tell you how God changed my life …”  share your 15 second testimony
· Watch https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_zc35og1f 15 second testimony which tells what your life was like before Jesus, what was the turning point, then  how your life was different


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Walk. 
· Avoiding sin is good, but we mustn’t isolate ourselves from unbelievers. 
· We must guard against the view that some people are beyond God’s grace. 
· If there are people you view that way, pray and ask God to forgive you.

Run. 
· Do you have any friends who are unbelievers? 
· Make the effort to build a new relationship with an unbeliever. 
· Be ready to be God’s conduit for His grace.

Soar. 
· Speak with your pastor or someone on church staff about possible mission opportunities. 
· The North American Mission Board (NAMB) has short-term opportunities that can connect you with unbelievers. 
· Commit to an opportunity that will allow you to share God’s grace with others.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Ayyyy! Listen up, folks. We just got a two-part message sent over to our Baptist embassy in Burundi, straight from some righteous believers out in Engelrkme Province. These folks took some serious chances to get this message to their brothers and sisters here in America. Real brave stuff.  Now here's the not-so-cool part: our top-notch decryption crew split for summer Scout camp. So we're gonna need some help from you. First, unscramble the key words (found in our Bible passage). Then use the numbers to plug the right words into the message. Do it right, and you'll uncover this very important dispatch.  You never heard it from me, but there’s help and more cool Family Activities at https://tinyurl.com/3wyffjrm    Ayyyy... let's see what you've got!
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