7/16/2026	Fellowship with Believers
1. Motivate

What are the benefits of exercising with others?   
· there is accountability
· someone else is expecting you to be there
· you don’t feel alone as you struggle and sweat
· fun to be together
· encourage each other to keep going
· in some kinds of exercise you learn from each other
· enjoy together the improvement you experience

2. Transition

Believers who join together experience similar benefits.
· Accountability
· Encourage one another
· Appreciate the spiritual growth together
· A life in Christ is a life of fellowship with other believers.
A video introduction to the Bible study is available.  Watch it at https://tinyurl.com/5n765awy If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3ccmbzkc 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Shared Trust and Commitment to Jesus

Listen for a salutation.

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 (NIV)   Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2  To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours: 3  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Why was Paul doing what he was doing as an apostle?
· called to be an apostle
· by the will of God
· God did the calling 

To whom was Paul writing and how did he describe them? 
· Church of God in Coritn
· those sanctified in Christ Jesus
· called to be holy
· united with believers everywhere




What is his opening prayer for the Corinthian believers
· Grace
· and peace to you
· Grace and peace to you from God the Father and God the Son

Paul prayed for grace and peace.  In what ways do we experience these two qualities from God?
	Grace
	Peace

	· blessings we don’t deserve
· we don’t deserve sins forgiven
· we don’t deserve the blessings God provides
· we can give others blessings they don’t deserve
	· peace with God because sin’s penalty has been taken by Jesus
· peace within our own lives during difficult unpeaceful times
· “peace that passes understanding, down in my heart”



Paul is writing to a church, a gathering of believers.  What creates fellowship among followers of Jesus?
· worship and praise together
· learn together in a Bible study
· learn more hearing the preaching of God’s Truth
· support one another when struggles occur
· similar benefits as exercising together 
· accountability
· encouragement
· don’t feel like you’re alone when you struggle

3.2  In Fellowship with Jesus

Listen for encouragement.

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 (NIV)  I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5  For in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge-- 6  because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7  Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8  He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.

Paul begins by thanking God for the Corinthians. Why do you think he starts with gratitude rather than criticism, even though the church had many problems?
· when you must reprimand someone, it’s a good idea to sandwich the reprimand between two complements
· say something encouraging first
· then give the criticism
· then follow up with another positive comment

Paul says the Corinthians were "enriched in every way." What blessings do believers receive through Christ?
· assurance of heaven
· forgiveness from sin
· set free from power of sin
· born into a family of believers – consider the extent of that family!
· opportunity to serve for the very King of the Universe
· Fruit of the Spirit as we surrender to Him – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, patience, gentleness, faithfulness self-control 
· spiritual gifts

How can fellowship with Jesus affect our relationships with other believers?
· We cultivate our relationship with Jesus by spending time with Him
· reading, meditating on His Word & prayer
· this draws us closer to Jesus, 
· He shapes our attitudes and empowers our actions
· we become more Christ-like

What are some ways Christians can use their gifts to help others grow in their relationship with Christ?
· teaching others
· hospitality, making others welcome
· generosity – helping in practical and material ways
· healing – both physical and spiritual
· Doctor, nurse, health care workers physically
· counseling, supporting, praying

 Why is it important for our actions to support the message we profess to believe?
· this is where James would say,  “Faith without works is dead”
· without actions matching claims, we are hypocrites 
· our salvation is more than a “fire escape from hell”
· our lives should be changed in such away that people see a difference from what we used to be like before Christ in our lives

Paul describes believers as eagerly waiting for Jesus' return. How should that expectation affect the way we live today?
· live as if Christ might come today
· work as if Christ might not come for many years
· ask yourself, “If Christ came today, would He want to find me in a ___ doing ___?”
· each day that Christ waits, is a day we can be ministering for Him to others



3.3  Division over Preferences and Opinions
 
Listen for problems.

1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NIV)  I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11  My brothers, some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12  What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." 13  Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul?

What specific problem were the Corinthian Christians having? 
· quarreling over who was their leader
· one-up-man-ship over who had lead them to Christ
· arguing over who was more important – Paul, Apollos, Cephas, Christ

Why do you think these different factions or alignments happened?
· favorite speakers when they preached
· some wrote good letters
· some might have been more friendly to certain people
· might have been a difference between being super theological vs. more how to live
· Peter was one who had been directly under the teaching of Jesus for 3 years
· Some apparently thought men weren’t important … follow Jesus
· who was the one who personally lead them to Christ

How can division among Christians empty Christ’s message of its power?
· the world sees a bunch of bickering and decides we are no different than them
· ruins our testimony
· hurts the cause of Christ
· when we argue and fight, we are distracted from God’s plans for us, God’s purpose

In contrast, what witness does a unified church give to a lost world?
· shows how believers can unite, even though we are different personalities
· church united in ministry effort is powerful
· church united under Christ, submitted to His direction, empowered by His Spirit will be unstoppable

How can Christians avoid becoming distracted by petty disagreements?
· be quick to apologize when you realize you have wronged someone 
· don’t always look to have your opinion, your idea the most important
· submit to God’s control of your life
· love your neighbor as yourself
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application
Confess. 
· Have you looked down on someone with different preferences or interests than you?
· [image: ]Confess that to God. 
· Ask Him to help you see the individual as a fellow believer who loves Jesus.

Meet. 
· Choose someone in your church family you don’t know well. 
· Start a conversation. Ask questions. 
· Find common ground in your shared faith.

Invite. 
· As a group, write down ways you can deepen fellowship beyond your meeting time
· Like sharing meals, serving together, or praying for one another throughout the week.
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Humph!   Some FELLOWSHIP you must have.   That other class claims they can find more words than you will.   Don’t tell them, but the solution is at https://tinyurl.com/3ccmbzkc .   And you should be INFORMED that the words go left to right, top to bottom, and diagonal south-east and north-east.  I don’t want to hear of any DIVISIONS or QUARRELS.   I expect a FAITHFUL, UNITED, and PERFECTLY SANCTIFIED  CHURCH.  Otherwise you will be assigned several book reports.   Humph!
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