11/16/2025	Qualities of Disciple Makers
1. Motivate

What are some different ways you have served in church ministry over the years?
· teach Sunday School
· sing in choir
· work in VBS
· go on a missions trip
· prepare meals for those who were sick or bereaved 
· volunteer at a city mission

Think about why you did that ministry …
· my arm got twisted
· there was no one else
· I enjoy doing it
· I was using my spiritual gift

2. Transition

Consider how your motives for serving affected the outcome
· For each of these reasons you served
· Be encouraged today to continue to grow in your walk with Christ
· Be challenged, motivated to be in service of others

3. Bible Study

3.1 Your Relationship with God and His Word

Listen for what compelled Paul.

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 (NIV)   For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15  And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 16  So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

According to Paul, what motivated  the way he lived life, his attitude toward Christ, and the way he viewed others? 
· Christ’s love compelled him
· he remembered that Jesus died for him, for every person
· he believed that Jesus’ sacrifice meant he (and we) can no longer live only for our own personal satisfaction
· we give our lives (which have been purchased by Christ’s death and resurrection) to Him, to His purposes

How is it possible for us to be motivated both by the fear of the Lord and Christ’s love? 
· we are in awe of God
· we are in awe of His love for us, despite our sinful attitudes and actions
· we are so overwhelmed with the concept that God loves us that we respond in submission and obedience to Him

How can we gain the same attitude and motivation that Paul had?  Remember that it was Christ’s love that was the main motivation.
· learn more of Christ’s love for us
· studying and applying God's Word in our lives
· learning to walk closer and closer to God
· Asking God to give us that kind of compassion
· gain more understanding of just what Christ’s love, His death accomplished

How does love motivate us to be involved in sharing the Good News of salvation?
· someone demonstrated love to me by sharing, teaching
· I realize how much Jesus loved me to die for me
· Jesus gave the Great Commission … to share the Gospel with people both close and far
· realizing both how I am blessed by salvation and Jesus’ command 
· those are the two main motivations – God’s love shown for us, our desire to respond to that love and make that love available to others

Why did Christ die for everyone?  What elements of the gospel message are found in these verses? 
· we have all sinned, we are all in rebellion against God
· we were born with that attitude, predisposed to defy God
· the penalty for that is death
· Jesus loved us so much (even though we rebelled and sinned against Him) that He took our place in death
· He took the punishment I deserved and gives me new life, eternal life, eternal union with God 
· I deserved eternal separation from God (spiritual death) but Jesus made it possible to receive eternal life

Consider the elements of a 15 second testimony:
1. Your Life Before Christ
· Start with: “There was a time in my life when…”
· Choose two words that describe your struggles, emptiness, or brokenness before knowing Jesus.
· Examples: “I was anxious and lost” or “I felt angry and alone”


2. Meeting Christ
· Transition with: “Then I met Jesus…”
· This is the turning point—briefly state that you encountered Christ and surrendered to Him.
· Keep it simple and sincere: “He forgave me and gave me new life.”
3. Your Life After Christ
· Continue with: “Now I am…”
· Choose two words that reflect the transformation Jesus brought.
· Examples: “peaceful and hopeful” or “forgiven and free”
4. Invitation to Dialogue
· End with a gentle prompt: “Do you have a story like that?”
· This opens the door for conversation without pressure

3.2 Investment in the Lives of Others

Listen for Jesus’ prayer request.

Luke 10:1-2 (NIV)  After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2  He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.

Why do you think Jesus chose and sent out seventy-two others, rather than doing all the ministry Himself?
· multiply the number of people sharing the message
· more people contacted by a factor of 36 (two by two pairs)
· Jesus (as a human) could only be in one place at a time
· this increased the number of people who were hearing of repentance and  salvation

What does this tell us about the role of leadership in multiplying ministry?
· the leaders cannot do all of the ministry
· leaders train and challenge and exhort others to join in the task
· not only to a witnesses, but train new believers to become fellow disciple makers
· it should be exponential growth, not just linear growth
· consider a single believer lead’s two new believers to Christ and then trains them to do the same over a period of a year
· the next year there are the original believer, the two new believers, and then 4 additional believers

What does Jesus mean when He says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few”?
· the harvest is the great number of people who need to hear the Gospel
· even now 2000 years later, there are people groups who have yet to hear the name “Jesus”
· that challenge was made to the disciples
· it is also made to us

3.3 Lifelong Commitment to Growth

Listen for what Jesus made a priority.

Mark 1:35-39 (NIV)   Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. [36] Simon and his companions went to look for him, [37] and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!"  [38] Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else--to the nearby villages--so I can preach there also. That is why I have come." [39] So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 

What did Jesus do? When? 
· left the house where He was staying
· went off to a solitary place
· prayed
· it was early in the morning, still dark

What did Simon and his companions do when Jesus went to pray alone? 
· went looking for Him
· told Him everyone was still looking for Him
· as if they didn’t understand why He was off “hiding” from people who wanted to see Him

What attitude did Jesus have toward the people who demanded his time? 
· popularity and acclaim were not important
· God’s purposes were more important
· His purpose was to preach, not to gather a populous movement

In light of this passage, how do you think Jesus knew His life purpose so clearly?
· He had spent time talking with God the Father
· He carried on a conversation about what was happening and what He should be doing
· He probably told His Father about the events of recent days
· He may have asked for direction, wisdom on how He should spend His time

How should we follow Christ’s example of praying?
· daily communication with God
· a quiet place, alone, without distractions
· apply what you study
· tell God your problems, your happiness, your sorrows, your joys
· allow God’s Spirit to apply the Scriptures to what is going on in your life right now

How can you order the parts of your life to reflect the priorities Jesus had?
· make sure to set aside time to be alone with God
· daily read from, think about God’s Word
· daily talking to God, daily listening to God
· someone once said … no Bible, no Breakfast – no prayer, no newspaper
Application
Begin with prayer. 
· When you wake up in the morning, instead of picking up your cell phone, 
· Get on your knees and ask God to work through you. 
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Learn to share. 
· Do you know how to communicate the gospel to others? 
· At its simplest, witnessing is telling what Jesus has done for you. 
· If you want to learn some tools that would help you, talk to your pastor or church leadership. 
· Work on the 15 second testimony.

Share. 
· Ask God to grant you one opportunity this week to be a blessing to others and share the gospel with them in both words and actions.
· Write in the speech bubbles how the conversation might start
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