3/30/2025	Which God Do I Choose?
1. MotivateSure, I believe in God.  But actually, all religions lead to the same God


A person comes to your Bible study and says … 

2. Transition

We consider tools that help you show that gods worshiped by the world religions are very different.
· Your friend should be interested in deciding which is the true God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Polytheism is the Belief in Many Gods

Some definitions:
· Polytheism – many gods
· Pantheism – like the “Force” in Star Wars.  “all is in god and god is in all”
· Monotheism – one God

Contrasting Christianity and Polytheism

The Oneness of God vs. Many Gods
	Christianity
	Polytheism

	· Monotheism – One true God
· Eternal
· Sovereign
· Unchanging
	· Multiple gods, 
· Often limited in power, 
· Conflicting, 
· Subject to change.



Deuteronomy 6:4 – “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”
Isaiah 45:5-6 – “I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me, there is no God.”
1 Corinthians 8:5-6 – “For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth… yet for us there is one God, the Father…”

God as Creator vs. Created Gods
	Christianity
	Polytheism

	· Jehovah God is uncreated
· Eternal
· Creator of all things
	· Part of the created world, or
· Emerged from chaos



Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
Isaiah 44:24 – “I am the LORD, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens.”



God’s Moral Perfection vs. Immoral, Flawed Gods
	Christianity
	Polytheism

	· Jehovah God is Perfect
· Holy – unique, distinct, totally different
· Just
· Righteous
	· Deities often behave immorally
· Lying
· Stealing
· Adultery
· Jealousy



Leviticus 19:2 – “Be holy, because I, the LORD your God, am holy.”
Psalm 99:9 – “Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God is holy.”

One True Source of Salvation vs. Human Works to Appease Many Gods
	[bookmark: _Hlk193868421]Christianity
	Polytheism

	Salvation by God’s grace
Through faith in Christ’s substitutionary death
	Requires endless rituals
Sacrifices
Offerings to please different deities



Ephesians 2:8-9 – “For by grace you have been saved through faith… not a result of works.”
John 14:6 – “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

A Personal Relationship with God vs. Distant or Impersonal Gods 
	Christianity
	Polytheism

	· Personal relationship with God
· God loves them
· God is near to them
	· Deities are distant
· Arbitrary
· Require manipulation through sacrifices



Jeremiah 29:12-13 – “Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.”
Romans 8:15 – “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’”

3.2 Pantheism Believes God and Creation Are Not Separate

God is distinct from His Creation

Genesis 1:1“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
Isaiah 42:8 – “I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols 


How do these verses tell us about how God’s distinctiveness?
· He is the Creator
· He has always been, was not created
· He is Jehovah, the God Who IS
· He does not share His glory with any created or imagined thing

Creation Declares God’s Glory but Is Not God

Psalm 19:1 – “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
Romans 1:20 – “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”

How do these verses tell us that nature itself is not God
· they show His glory
· they describe to us His creativity
· we can see the results of His power
· they display His divine nature, but are not that divinity
· they help us understand about God
· While nature reflects God’s power and beauty, it is not divine itself.

God Is Personal, Not an Impersonal Force

Jeremiah 10:10 – “But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King.”
Isaiah 46:9 – “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.”

How do these verses explain that God is not an impersonal divine essence within all things.
· He is living, eternal
· there is no other who is the supreme power and authority
· there is no one, nothing like Him
· He is not an impersonal divine essence within all things, 
· He is a personal being who speaks, loves, and relates to His creation.

Conclusion: The One True God vs. Pantheism
· The Bible clearly teaches that Jehovah God is separate from His creation, and creation exists to glorify Him—not to be identified as Him.
· Worshiping nature or believing that everything is divine contradicts the biblical teaching that God alone is to be worshiped.
· While God is present everywhere (His omnipresence), that does not mean He is everything.


3.3 Monotheism Is the Belief In One God.

· Christianity and Islam are the only monotheistic world religions
· Here are some key differences between Christianity and Islam, along with Scripture passages that affirm the truth of Christianity:

	Christianity
	Islam

	· Trinity – Father, Son, Holy Spirit
· Jesus is the Son of God – fully divine, fully human, lived, died, was risen from the grave
· Salvation by grace through faith in Jesus work of redemption
· Jesus death on the cross atoned for sin
· His resurrection guarantees eternal life
· God is a loving Father, desires a personal relationship with His children
	· Allah is absolutely one, Trinity rejected
· Jesus is merely a prophet, did not die on the cross

· Salvation by deeds outweighing sins and Allah’s mercy
· Jesus not crucified, someone else made to look like Him, He was take up to heaven
· Allah is beyond, above, and independent of the material world and human comprehension – unknowable 



Ephesians 2:8-9 – “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Titus 3:5 – “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”

What important truths do these verses tell us about salvation in Christianity?
· Good works do not secure salvation—
· only God’s mercy does.
· Salvation is a free gift, 
· not something earned.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 – “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”
Romans 10:9 – “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

What important truths do these verses tell us about the resurrection?
· The resurrection is essential for salvation. 
· The death and resurrection of Jesus are foundational truths.
· God raised him from the dead, 
· this is how you will be saved.”

Romans 8:15 – “The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’”
John 17:3 – “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

What do these verses tell  us about a personal relationship with The Creator God?
· Through Jesus, believers have an intimate relationship with God as Father.
· can be compared to the child-father relationship where we address our earthly father as “Daddy” or “Poppa”
· we are adopted into His family (think about all the cultures, all the denominations, all the Bible characters, all the languages, all the believers through the ages)
· Eternal life is knowing God personally through Jesus.



Application
· List names of people you know who belong to a religion other than Christianity. 
· Think about how you might respond to their questions about Christianity and study those topics to be prepared to converse with them. 
· Consider what questions you might ask them and how the articulation of their beliefs could provide opportunities for further discussion.
· Pray about starting spiritual conversations with them and follow the Holy Spirit's guidance.
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