6/16/2024	God’s Promise of Blessing
1. Motivate

When did you leave home for the first time to stay overnight at a friend’s house?   How old were you?  What was the occasion?
· visiting relatives
· slumber party
· go to church camp or scout camp
· stayed with someone else while Mom delivered the new baby
· went on a vacation with the family
· went on a camping trip
· damage to home … fire, flood, skunk, tornado … stayed with neighbors, relatives

2. Transition

What about the first time where you actually left home on a more or less permanent basis?
· college
· got married		Changes like this are a part of life …
· got a job

Today we see how God directed Abram to make a big change and leave his home permanently.
· In this direction God promised to bless all people through His chosen people.

3. Bible StudyA video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/wz7239wh .  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/bdcm33ua 


3.1 It All Began with a Call to Abram

Listen for seven promises.

Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV)  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

What specific promises do you see here made to Abram?
· I will show you where to go
· I will make you into a great nation
· I will bless you 
· I will make your name great
· you will be a blessing
· I will bless those who bless you, curse those who curse you

What is God’s requirement of Abram, what is the condition for the fulfillment of these promises?
· leave your country, leave your people
· go to the land … the land I will show you (on the way)
What kinds of thoughts would you have if God asked to do this?
· what about my job, my church, my grandkids?  … my wife ?!?!?
· should I sell the house or rent it?
· how quick are we supposed to do this … days? weeks? months?
· what about the kids’ schools?

Why do you think God didn’t tell Abram the entire plan and the specific destination?
· it was an issue of faith
· Abram needed to demonstrate faith with obedience
· he needed to trust in what God told him

What do we need to know about God’s plan for our lives, even when we don’t know the specifics?
· what is the direction He wants us to God
· we need to know that God is sufficient for whatever He calls us to
· we need to be assured of His love for us, His sovereignty, His power
· we do know God’s intent for us is holiness and righteousness in our living

In what ways were all the people of the earth blessed through Abram?
· the  eventual coming of the Messiah
· the history of God’s people and the record of God’s working preserved in Scripture
· God used the Jewish people down through history to eventually accomplish His goal of salvation for all men

How might people be blessed through you, your children, grandchildren?
· through our ministries to others
· through our prayers
· through sharing and sending the Gospel message
· as we raise children to know and serve the Lord, they in turn, reach out in ministry to others 

3.2 Take God at His Word

Listen for Abram’s response.

Genesis 15:5-7 (NIV)  He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 7  He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it."

What did the Lord promise Abram in verses 5 - 7
· you will have children, descendants
· they will be as numerous as the stars in the sky
· you will take possession of this land

What do you know about Abram and his wife that would have made it difficult to believe what God was telling him?
· they were elderly (“of an age”)
· Sarai was past childbearing age
· they had not been able to have children for the whole time of their marriage
· they were well past the “people are talking” stage

What are some other reasons that it is sometimes hard for us to trust God?
· the events and circumstances appear in conflict with God’s promises
· the obstacles we face seem so great, we think even God cannot conquer them
· our perception of God  is too small
· Satan fools us, blinds us to the Truth
· in some situations, we know that if we trust God, we will need to also obey Him and we don’t want to

God took Abram out to view the night sky as an object lesson to encourage him to trust God.  What kind of images help or encourage you to trust God?
· similar view of the vastness of the universe
· the intricacy of the creation in size … both large and small … at extreme orders of magnitude 
· the design of beautiful flowers
· the events of the past … how God has provided, personally ministered to our family
· the way God has worked in history – even just biblical history
· God’s promises He has kept

We are told that Abram believed God and God credited to him as righteousness.  How does that relate to believers today?
· Abram was not necessarily righteous (we see various examples throughout his life)
· yet He believed God
· we also are sinners … we are made righteous in the same way
· we believe what God tells us – (our sinful condition, God’s provision in the death and resurrection of Jesus)
· when we receive by faith what God says and how it applies to us personally, God counts that as righteousness to us

How can you demonstrate your trust in God with you future and your family’s future?
· same as Abram, obedience
· live according to what God tells us in His word
· talk to God often about decisions you make … tell Him you’re trusting Him for guidance





3.3 God Calls His People to Be Distinct

Listen for responsibility given.

Genesis 17:6-11 (NIV)  I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7  I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8  The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God." 9  Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come. 10  This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11  You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.

Though the covenant was described as everlasting, what expectation did the Lord have for Abraham and his descendants? 
· they were to keep God’s covenant
· obedience to God
· faithfulness
· faith, trust
· applied to all the succeeding generations

What blessings would come to the people with whom He covenanted?
· make them fruitful
· make nations of you/your descendants
· kings will come from your descendants	
· everlasting possession 
· I will be your God

What is the relevance of God's covenant with Abraham have for us today?
· we are one of the many nations/peoples of which Abraham is our spiritual father
· God did accomplish what He said He would do for Abraham
· He can accomplish His promises for us in just the same way – not always early, but never late – in His time
· His purposes include our lives but go far beyond our time and our immediate sphere of existence

How should the qualities, character, and practices of your life be clearly distinct from the common thinking of the world? 
· we have peace in the midst of chaos, turmoil
· make wise decisions
· we should be good stewards of all that God provides us
· live with an attitude of gratitude
· we are assured that God is in control, no matter what happens in the world or in our lives
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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Receive.
· We cannot give others a blessing we have not received ourselves. 
· Are you in covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ? 
· If so, spend time praising and thanking your Savior. 
· If not, speak to your Bible Study leader or the pastor.

Reflect. 
· Spend time evaluating what is blocking blessings from flowing out of your life to others. 
· Is it bitterness, self-pity, selfishness, or fear? 
· Work with God in confession and repentance so you can be a channel for God’s blessings.

Commit. 
· Consider how you can live a distinctive life that sets you apart as belonging to Christ 
· Ask God to help you live a loving, gracious life that makes others want to belong to Christ as well. Word Search

[image: A close up of a word

Description automatically generated]
[image: A cartoon of a person with glasses

Description automatically generated]Well, school is probably out.  Humph!  Now you’ve got the kids home, here’s something they can do.  Find those words.  Threaten ‘em with a book report if they don’t.  Works for me.  Remember, these are words taken from our Bible Study.  And we cut you a break … Words are NOT backwards or down to up, just left to right, down, and diagonal!  Hints are available (along with the Crossword) at https://tinyurl.com/bdcm33ua 
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