6/9/2024	God’s Promise of Preservation
1. Motivate

What’s the closest you’ve come to experiencing a natural disaster?
· tornado, lightning
· blizzard
· flood
· fire stormA video introduction to the lesson is available.  You can view the video at https://tinyurl.com/3v79xbxu .  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, it is best to copy the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3e7b4cxa 

· tsunami
· hurricane
· earthquake
· avalanche
· mudslide/landslide

2. Transition

God promised to preserve His creation
· He promised never to destroy the world with a flood.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God “Starts Over” with Noah

Listen for new instructions.

Genesis 9:1-3 (NIV)  Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. 2  The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands. 3  Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.

Some of you open your Bibles to Gen. 1:28-30.  Listen for similarities and differences in that passage and the passage I will read from 9:1 – 3.   Compare, contrast to 1:28-30
	Similarities
	Differences

	· be fruitful
· increase
· fill the earth
	· subdue & rule over
· vs. fear and dread of humans by animals
· plants for food vs. all living things



What is the significance of the repeating of the similarities?
· Noah and his family were starting over
· God was giving human beings a new start
· God wanted a population that would desire to know Him and serve Him



What's a new “journey” you were especially glad you got to start?
· new job
· promotion with new responsibilities
· change of majors in college or work on a new degree
· move to a new town
· may have had to find a new church
· kids start in a new school

What promise has God reaffirmed in your life? 
· peace in the midst of chaos
· God provided, even when we were without jobs
· physical healing
· spiritual, relationship healing
· major answers to prayer
· prodigal family members returned, having repented, and started over
· God is still in control
· when we plant the seed of the Gospel, God brings increase
· God is sufficient when He calls us to a new task

3.2 God Affirms the Value of Life

Listen for respect for human life.

Genesis 9:4-7 (NIV)  "But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 5  And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. 6  "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 7  As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it."

What are some synonyms for accountability?
· answerability
· responsibility
· liability

In what sense did God make Noah and his sons accountable?
· “for your lifeblood”
· for each man for the life of his fellow man
· Whoever sheds the blood of man,  by man shall his blood be shed
· they were also accountable for obeying God's commands, instructions





What are some ways people today show little regard for human life?
· high rate of homicides 
· people who put others at risk by their own irresponsible behavior (driving drunk)
· people who use/sell abused substances (drugs, tobacco, alcohol, etc.)
· exploitation of human lives in pornography, prostitution
· abortion

What are some day-to-day opportunities we have to demonstrate we value all human life?
· kindness to one another
· demonstrate Fruit of the Spirit – love, patience, kindness, gentleness, peace
· work with agencies that minister to needy – city mission, Salvation Army, etc.
· involved in sharing the Gospel message to people near by and far away 
· work against human trafficking 
· continue to oppose abortion
· develop loving alternatives to abortion – adoption, support of an unwed mother

 Basically we see the accountability for one another’s life
 God is placing a high value on life itself 
in some parts of the world and at some times in history life is cheap
God is taking a definite stand against this

What are positive outcomes that result from being accountable to God and to others?
· peace with God
· peace with one another
· we all benefit from the help, encouragement with others
· we have someone who is interested in our well being
· we have the assurance that we are not facing things alone

3.3 God Promises to Preserve His Creation

Listen for a new covenant.

Genesis 9:8-13 (NIV) Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9  "I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10  and with every living creature that was with you--the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you--every living creature on earth. 11  I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth." 12  And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13  I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.

With whom did God establish a covenant or make a promise?
· it applies to Noah and his family, 
· applies to all his descendants … including us
· applies to how we treat animal life
How is God's promise related to His desire to redeem us?
· He no longer wanted to respond in global judgment
· He chose to take the judgment of sin upon Himself, in the person of Jesus

What impact does this covenant have on our lives today?
· still applies
· means that God will not destroy all life by a flood
· God will not purpose to act in worldwide judgment in the same way
· God's judgment has now been executed (in Jesus’ substitutionary death)
· God has promised and God has acted to provide an opportunity for life, 
eternal life … for all men

What visual reminders do you have or use to remind you of special events in your family’s life?
· pictures on the refrigerator
· trophies and ribbons kids won in competition
· a craft item you kids made at camp or in school
· a piece of jewelry that belonged to a parent or grandparent
· the “wallpaper” on your computer – a picture of some place you were together

According to this passage, what was the visual reminder of the rainbow meant to communicate?
· reminder to humans of God's determination to not judge in the same way
· reminder to God (!!?)
· each new appearance is an affirmation of God's promise
· an eternal reminder, an ongoing reminder
· reminds us of God's promise, God's covenant

Why do you think God wanted to give a sign to help Noah remember his covenant with God?
· we easily forget
· succeeding generations need instructive reminders
· some of us learn and remember better visually
· there may be some significance to the shape – a bow (as a weapon) without any arrows – God has “hung up” his “weapon”
· Note that such a sign points to God, the author and creator of the sign

God made this covenant with Noah and with all peoples in ages to come.  What implications does it have for you in your daily life?
· reminder of God's love
· reminder of God's sovereignty
· God is still at work in the world today
· God's power is demonstrated in His creation and in His sustaining of the world
· God is in control when world events seem out of control

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: A qr code with a cartoon character

Description automatically generated]Application
Make a list 
· Write down specific actions you can take to demonstrate your responsibility as a steward of His creation.

Affirm the value of human life. 
· Today’s world often manifests a low view of human life. 
· Choose specific ways you can work to value human life. 
· Use the personal gifts God has given you to invest in the lives of the unborn, children, adults who are disabled, discouraged, oppressed, or lonely.

Participate in ministries of compassion. 
· Natural disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes, droughts, and more still occur. 
· Consider how God might use you and your church as messengers of kindness and comfort to those in need. 
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