7/7/2024	God’s Promise of a King
1. Motivate

What is a fascinating historical location you have visited?
· Johnson Space Center
· WW2 Battleships,  
· WW2 Submarines [bookmark: _Hlk169762790]A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/3tby3wv5   If you do not have wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/ytzwmmks 

· Arlington cemetery
· US or state Capitol  building
· 9/11 Ground Zero
· Empire State Building
· Smithsonian museums
· USS Arizona Memorial
· Grand Canyon
· Dallas Textbook Depository
· Hoover Dam

2. Transition

While these are important, God promises a most significant future historical event.
· God promise an eternal King and kingdom.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Is at Work

Listen for what God had done.

2 Samuel 7:8-9 (NIV)  "Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9  I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.

The preceding verses explain how David planned to build a house, a temple of worship for God.  Now God is telling David it is He (God) who is the one who makes plans and carries them out.  What did God remind David about how he (David) had achieved his current prosperity? 
· God took him from the pasture, from following his flock
· God was the one who made David ruler over the people
· God was with him wherever he went

Why is it significant that Nathan heard from God immediately after he had spoken with David?
· David was gung-ho to proceed
· Nathan had given him the go ahead
· God wanted David to know His (God’s) plans as soon as possible
· remind David who is really in charge – not David
How do people today try to make a great name (reputation) for themselves?
· make a lot of money
· gain power in business or in politics
· become popular with people around them by complementing them or doing things to gain their favor
· accomplish great tasks that impress people

Why is important for believers to let God have His way rather from the start than striving to make our own way, our own name?
· God is greater, He knows better.
· we can trust Him to accomplish the right things in our lives
· we can submit our good plans to His greater plans

What has helped you realize God is at work in your life?
· events that happened (or didn’t happen)
· a sermon or Bible study that spoke to you when you were at a crossroads in your life
· someone spoke to you a word of warning or encouragement that really opened your mind to what God was doing
· a specific Bible passage seemed to jump off the page and hit you between the eyes
· you might look back at an event and realize God used it to move you in a certain direction
· a specific answer or response to your prayer

All of us have legitimate desires for peace, safety, security, and comfort.  How do we prevent these desires from taking precedence over God’s purposes?
· daily conversations with God 
· pay attention to what He is saying in His Word
· tell Him of your trust, your dependence on Him
· pray about decisions
· daily submit your will to God’s will

Think back to your younger years, how God provided, protected, sustained you in times of heartache and failure.  How does that remembrance lead you to trust Him with future plans?
· God worked it out better than I could have – and will do so in the future
· God provided all our needs in the past .. and will continue to do so
· God worked in ways behind the scenes and accomplished good things … he will not abandon us now
· the older we get, the more of those kinds of events we have to learn from






3.2 God Establishes His Chosen

Listen for whose benefit God had blessed David.

2 Samuel 7:10-11 (NIV)   And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11  and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. "'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:

[bookmark: _Hlk169759843]What promises did the Lord make to Israel as His people?
· provide a place/house for His people … Israel
· give them a home of their own, not to be disturbed
· end of oppression from wicked people
· rest from your enemies
· God will establish the “house”
· establish a line of his descendants as kings of Israel

What does God’s promise to establish His people reveal about the heart of God? 
· His love
· His wisdom and foresight
· He wants to redeem all mankind
· God puts His redemptive plan in place to demonstrate through the ages His power, authority, and love for the human race
· Jesus comes to minister, to declare God’s purposes, to die and be risen again
· when Jesus  comes, there is the means by which the salvation message can be communicated both then in the future through His written Word
· travel and communication exist for the spread of the Good News

These verses specifically described the activity of God.  Why was it important for the activities of God to be emphasized to David?
· too easy for David to take the credit for his accomplishments
· he probably prayed for God’s help when in trouble, but easy to forget that when it’s all over and things turn out OK
· sometimes we might not even be the ones praying … maybe a relative or friend
· then when it’s all over, I might pat myself on the back and say, “wasn’t I smart”
· important to be reminded of Who actually made things happen

The passage describes God’s promises to David and his descendants.  What promises in God's Word have you claimed and seen God fulfill?
· provide a job
· physical healing when elders/deacons prayed according to James 5
· protection for children
· wisdom for a hard decision
· joy in the midst of turmoil
3.3 God’s King over His Kingdom

Listen for the extent of the “house” for David.

2 Samuel 7:12-16 (NIV)  When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14  I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. 15  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.'"

What was God’s covenant with the house of David? 
· when David was dead and gone, God would keep his descendant line alive and in royal authority
· the “house of David” would continue forever
· David’s throne would be eternal

What relationship did God promise to have with David’s son and his descendants? 
· God would be his (Solomon’s) Father
· Solomon would be His son
· seems also to be prophetic of Christ – the Son of God

God’s plans for David had eternal implications.  What kinds of activities might God have for you that have an impact for the Kingdom of God?
· outreach ministries through the church
· personal witness
· ministering within the church … children, teens, VBS
· volunteer work within the church, 
· volunteer work within the community where you can show the love of Christ in a secular setting

What was God’s intention in making David powerful and prosperous?
· this was the royal line which would eventually produce the Messiah
· God was showing that Jesus’ coming would be part of His original divine plan
· this was not just a substitute plan

What is the most reassuring aspect of God’s covenant with the house of David?
· God was pleased with David’s desire, his intent
· even though David’s idea didn’t coincide with God’s will, God would redirect David
· God had bigger plans for David’s long term influence than David had for anything of God

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.



[image: ]Application

Actively look for God’s work in your life. 
· Keep the lines of communication open between you and God so He can reveal how 
· He purposes for you to participate in His kingdom work.

Take steps toward fulfilling the kingdom purpose God reveals to you. 
· Ask God to help you see more clearly the purpose He has for you. 
· Perhaps the first step is to ask a church leader how you can serve.

Pray for your leaders. 
· Commit to the Lord to avoid controversy and opinion-sharing about leaders. 
· Instead pray they will lead wisely and pray for specific ways you can support local leaders. 
Fallen Phrases Puzzle
[image: Cartoon a cartoon of a policeman holding an object

Description automatically generated]Attention … we have a report of letters down.  Once again one of our billboards has been attacked by an alien’s scramble ray.  As before, the letters have fallen straight down.  But they are not in order within the columns.  Go for the single letter columns.  Then work on the two and three letter words and find fallen letters that make up a reasonable word. Technical help and other Fun Family Activities are available at https://tinyurl.com/ytzwmmks   Headquarters appreciates your help to repair the board with this important message.  
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