6/23/2024	God’s Promise to Make a Holy Nation
1. Motivate

Growing up, what were some rules your family had that you noticed others didn’t?
· no sports on Sundays
· we always were in church for all services
· some TV programs not allowed
· giving thanks before meals
· the kids had to help with chores
· we had a curfew
· could not date until a certain age
· no alcohol, no smoking
· required to learn Bible verses
· dress up for church – never casual
· time limits on phone conversations (no cell phones)

2. Transition

God’s promise to set apart His people was conditioned on obedience.
· This still applies to believers today
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/muzd45tw   If you do not have wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file from https://tinyurl.com/28zmm8tp 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Remember What God Has Done

Listen for God’s reminder.

Exodus 19:1-4 (NIV)  In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt--on the very day--they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2  After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 3  Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4  'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.

What three actions did the Lord remind the people He had taken on their behalf? 
· God engineered their escape from Egypt – with all the plagues
· carried them out on eagles’ wings
· brought them to Himself

What does the imagery of being "carried on eagles’ wings" (verse 4) suggest about God’s relationship with the Israelites?
· the image implies God will catch us when we “fall”
· He forgives us when we fail (sin)
· He will carry us back to a place of safety
· He will give us repeated opportunities to learn a lesson without being destroyed

How might this image be reassuring to the Israelites given their recent experiences?
· they escaped Egypt
· many probably still had a slave mentality or outlook
· they needed repeated times to learn new attitudes and new lessons from God
· God would carry them along teaching them and supporting them

How can remembering God’s past provisions help you today?
· God provided/protected in the past, He can and will still be at work in the same way
· you learned an important lesson in the past and remember that principle
· you have many experiences where God worked in a special way, and you can believe God is still the same
· you realize that God is sufficient for each new experience
· God’s Word gives wisdom and encouragement whatever is happening

What events of the past should the people of Israel consider as they anticipated the future?
· all the things God did to the Egyptians (their slave masters)
· God’s miraculous rescue of them from slavery
· how God brought them to Himself … “carried you on eagles’ wings”

When has God recently “carried” you through a difficult season or circumstance? 
· provided a job
· brought in sorely needed finances or provisions 
· you were in a tough situation where you could have been (maybe even should have been) injured, but God somehow protected
· it was a tough academic class, but God helped with understanding and insight
· you had a difficult experience at work and God gave patience, wisdom, courage to do the right thing
· a family misunderstanding caused hard feelings, but God restored relationships

3.2 Remember God’s Purpose

Listen for a special relationship.

Exodus 19:5-6 (NIV)  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."

What was God’s part or promise of the covenant?
· they would be God’s own possession out of all other peoples of the earth
· they would be a kingdom of priests
· they would be a holy (set apart) nation


What condition did the Lord set in place for the Children of Israel (and us) to be His special possession, His “treasured possession”?
· full obedience
· keep the requirements of God’s covenant
 
Why do you think God wanted Israel to be a holy (set apart) nation?  They did this in many ways down through the ages, separating themselves from gentiles.
· wanted them to be separate from the heathen practices around them
· did not want them to be involved in pagan worship like nearby nations
· they were to depend on Jehovah, the I AM, the God Who Is (contrasted with “them who ain’t”)
· they were not to depend on false gods

What does it mean to be designated as the Lord’s peculiar treasure, His “treasured possession”?
· He is watching out for you
· He will provide all that you need
· He will protect you
· He will advance you to good situations
· He will provide blessings all along the way 

What is the connection between obeying God and being His treasured possession?
· [image: A chair with a cross on it

Description automatically generated]we show that we belong to God by obeying His commands and spiritual principles
· when we belong to God, our lives will be different from others who are not believers
· members of the Body of Christ, the Church, the Body of Believers will demonstrate their union with God by being under His control
· just like the members of our body (hands, feet, eyes, what we say and do) are under the control of our will

In what sense are God’s people (even today) a kingdom of priests and a holy nation? 
· the Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules
· God wants to be King of our lives, He wants our submission to His rule
· the priests represented God to the people – we are to represent God to the people around us
· the Body of Christ, the Church are to be holy, separate from the world
· we are to be unique in an ungodly society – people will see the difference

What are some of the benefits given to believers for living holy, separate lives? 
· the Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control
· when you submit to God’s rule, you can be a positive influence for the Kingdom of God
· we have all the members of the Body of Christ ministering to one another
· we belong to a spiritual family of believers from many different places, many cultures
3.3 Remember the Essential Condition

Listen for the people’s response

Exodus 19:7-8 (NIV)  So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8  The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.

The people declared obedience.  What is the relationship between obedience to God and love for God?
· obedience should be the response to God’s love and provision for us
· obedience is not because we are forced or coerced or fear
· we seek to please the one who has done so much for us
· we learn that His commands are for our own good
· we experience God’s continued blessings as we live according to His precepts
· similar to following the owner’s manual for some device … works best when you use it and care for it in the proper way

What are the challenges we face in obeying God?
· many things God calls for us to do will be counter-cultural
· our sinful natures will often oppose our doing what God wants
· we often don’t like the discipline required
· people might make fun of us
· in some places of the world Christians are severely in danger for their beliefs
· our western culture is increasingly anti-Christian

How do you deal with limitations and restrictions from God that you don’t always understand?
· you have to believe that God knows better than you do
· just because you don’t understand, does not mean it’s not important
· it’s a matter of faith … you believe that God knows best and are willing to go along with it
· you believe that you might well learn in the future what the importance and significance of God’s requirements will be
· for example – memorizing scripture … if you practice that discipline, you all of a sudden realize that in certain situations those verses come back to give encouragement, assurance, direction

How can little steps of obedience improve our relationship with God? 
· like learning any discipline, many small steps accomplish eventual positive gains
· I tell my math students – work on the assignments early and often in multiple small increments
· otherwise, trying to catch up on the day assignments are due is like trying to drink from a fire hose
· we need to make the many little steps in the right direction to keep ourselves headed in the right direction spirituallyUse the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.


[image: A qr code with a person looking through a telescope

Description automatically generated]Application 
List 
· What are some ways God has worked to bring you to Himself. 
· Spend time in prayer thanking Him for carrying you throughout your lifetime.

Live
· What some ways you can live as God’s priest in your world today. 
· Commit those ways to God in prayer, submitting to His plan and power.

Remember
· Consider that God’s covenant requires our obedience. 
· We cannot keep God’s commands perfectly; We all need Christ’s sacrifice for our sin. 
· Ask God to help you identify areas of your life where you need His grace to live better as His witness to the world. 
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Remember, clues and words are taken from Exodus 19:1 – 8 (NIV). Help is found at https://tinyurl.com/28zmm8tp 
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