11/17/2019
God’s Will and the Glory of God

1. Motivate

What’s an awe-inspiring experience that took your breath away?
· sunset over the lake

· reaching the top of the roller coaster hill and heading straight down

· seeing the birth of our first child

· watching sunrise from 30 thousand feet

· scuba diving in the clear blue water of the Caribbean

· watching a whale jump out of the water and crash down

· seeing the bright colors of the fall foliage

· looking at the grand canyon

· watching Neal Armstrong step down on the moon, live on TV

· catching a 40 inch Muskie

· getting up on water skis for the first time

2. Transition

These are great experiences, many of them involving the glory of God’s creation.

· We can bring glory to God when we obey His will.
· Today we study how God was glorified as Jesus interacted with His followers.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Timetable May Differ from Ours

Listen for a message and a response.
John 11:1-4 (NIV)  Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2  This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 3  So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick." 4  When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it."
What relationships did these people have with Jesus?

· two sisters and a brother who knew Jesus

· Mary and Martha (one cooked, the other listened to Jesus teaching)

· Mary had been the one who poured perfume on Jesus feet

· Jesus was special friends with this family, had enjoyed their hospitality

What were the contents and the implications of the message sent to Jesus?

· Lazarus is sick

· You healed others, come and heal your special friend

· Hurry!
What was Jesus' response – verbal and actions?

· The sickness will not end in his death

· the purpose of the sickness is for God's glory

· God's son will be glorified in this sickness

Mary and Martha called for Jesus help … What do people sometimes try before turning to Jesus for help?

· solve the problem themselves

· look for help on the Internet 
· find another doctor or advisor

· call all their friends and ask for advice

· pester the minister

What is surprising about Jesus response to the sickness?

· why didn't he go and help the man

· he could have even sent word back, "you are healed"

· he sent no word back … even the comment about no death

Jesus did not come right away as they hoped, nor did He heal Lazarus from a distance.  What is our attitude or response when Jesus does not work in the way we expect or desire?

· mad at God

· disappointed

· despair, discouragement

· take it out on people around us

· pursue our own remedies or solutions

· keep asking “why?”

What about the fact that they asked God to do something and He didn't?  How can having that kind of event in your life benefit you or others?

· what you ask for was not near as great as what God caused to happen

· the thing you were asking for turned out to be a bad situation

· what you were praying for was selfish and would not have been a blessing to anyone else

· what God did and when He did it was of benefit to many others

· after the whole thing is over, you see how unfulfilling your request would have been 

How should we respond when we pray that something will (will not) happen, only to find that it does not happen as we hoped?

· thank Him for His faithfulness in the past
· continue to praise God for Who He is

· declare our faith in God, despite our disappointment

· tell God we trust in His timing, His overall plan

· ask God for guidance and understanding

3.2 You See God’s Glory When You Obey
Listen for Jesus’ actions at the burial site.
John 11:38-43 (NIV)   Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39  "Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." 40  Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41  So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42  I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." 43  When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"
 We’re told Jesus was deeply moved at the grave site.  What strange request did He make? 
· open up the tomb

· roll the stone away

· let’s see where Lazarus’ body is

Why might Martha have thought His request was not good one? 
· it had been 4 days

· decay had begun

· the smell would be bad (KJV says “he stinketh”)

Why do you suppose Jesus told them to do this?

· they get to participate in the miracle

· reassure them

· let them discover for themselves that this was the Lazarus they knew

· Lazarus was alive again – he had to get out of the tomb
· something about "hands on" experience that makes it real and understandable
· our obedience to God’s commands, God’s will results in experiencing God’s glory 

What did Jesus remind her, considering her reluctance?

· you must believe – and obey

· then you will see the glory of God demonstrated

What has Jesus promised us that we must believe and see His glory demonstrated?

· our salvation, to start with

· to provide for us, protect us

· to be with us

· to be empowered by God’s Holy Spirit

· to answer prayer (with only minuscule faith on our part – the size of a mustard seed)

What can we do to maintain that belief that Jesus answers our prayers, even when our circumstances and His actions don’t make sense to us?

· review His promises –  recall Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

· talk to God daily, tell Him your hopes, your frustrations, your praise

· continue to obey God and trust Him

· when God does resolve the situation, make sure to thank Him 

· make sure to give God the Glory

3.3 God’s Glory Draws People to Christ
Listen for results of God’s glory demonstrated.
John 11:44-45 (NIV)   The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go." 45  Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.
What did Lazarus do when Jesus called to him? 

· Lazarus came out of his tomb

· his hands and feet still wrapped with cloth

· cloth around his face

If you had been there when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, how do you think you might have responded? 
· shocked

· amazed

· would make the hair on the back of your neck go up

· somewhat scared, spooked

· impressed

What are some examples today of God being glorified by His working on our behalf?
· a person is healed

· someone with cancer goes for their checkup and the docs announce the tumors are absolutely gone!

· a person who has been a nasty troublemaker is miraculously saved, changed, turned around

· someone who has been a total skeptic/atheist/agnostic comes to realize the reality of Who Jesus is and how much Jesus loves him or her

· a situation which seemed impossible to resolve is suddenly and unexpectedly reversed – it had to be God’s working

What positive response did Jesus receive? How did many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary respond to Jesus’ miracle? 
· many of the friends of Mary and Martha were impressed

· they put their faith in Jesus

· they were convinced that Jesus had power and authority over death

( We should be in just as much awe and praise Him just as much for the workings we see God do in our lives every day!
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Application
Trust. 
· Trust God to work in the middle of whatever difficulty you are facing. 
· Pray for His will to be done and His glory to be seen.

Adjust. 
· Think about an area of your life in which you have not been obedient and, consequently, have not honored God as you should. 
· Confess and ask God to show you the adjustments you need to make so that you can glorify Him in that area.
Encourage. 
· Walk alongside someone who is going through a difficulty. 
· Be the presence of Christ to that person. 
· [image: image2.png]


Encourage him or her to see where God is at work, to trust Him, and to let His honor shine through.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  


A Video is available for the Application points. View or download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yy5hmykj" �https://tinyurl.com/yy5hmykj�    Best to download if you don’t have WiFi where you teach 





Whooo – Whoo said this?  What did he say?  Scrambled words and phrases taken from John 11:1- 4, 38-45.  (NIV) Unscramble each of the clue words or phrases. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.   If you get stuck go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yy5hmykj" �https://tinyurl.com/yy5hmykj� 











