11/29/2026	Before Pilate and Sentencing
1. Motivate

What fascinates you most about modern technology?
· they can now return the booster rocket to earth and reuse
· satellite communications we have now
· GPS in our cars
· cell phones – everything they can do
· communications that have given us the capabilities of the Internet
· seeing some of the actual rockets and space vehicles in Johnson Space Center
· the accuracy required of the calculations that have to take place to make things go where you want them to 

2. Transition

Consider when it comes to a space launch, we must have everything absolutely correct.
· You can’t “wing it” and do what feels OK
· We require this form of absolute truth in science and physics
· Yet many people believe Truth is subjective and personal for behavior or religion
· Today we consider the answer to Pilate’s question about Truth.
· Absolute TRUTH is found in Jesus Christ
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  Go to https://tinyurl.com/3mzyz4jv to view.  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/n6peczkk 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Truth Stood Trial

Listen for Pilate’s dilemma.

John 18:36-38 (NIV)  Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 37  "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 38  "What is truth?" Pilate asked.

Based on your memory of the Easter story, what is the setting of this conversation between Jesus and Pilate? 
· the religious leaders want to get rid of Jesus
· they accuse Him of various crimes
· they cannot execute Him, only the Romans can do that
· so they bring Him before Pilate who chooses to interview Jesus privately

How did Jesus describe His kingdom (kingship)?
· not an earthly kingdom
· else His friends would fight for Him
· rather, from another place

Why did He say He had come? 
· to be a spiritual king
· to be king of the lives of believers
· to testify to Truth 
· consider once again the Campus Crusade circles

How does our culture answer the question: ‘What is truth?
· whatever seems right to you
· it’s variable, depending on the situation
· your truth may be different from my truth
· your reality may be different from my reality

What other sources of truth do people depend on today?
· Google, the Internet,  news media
· what their friends tell them
· what is told to them by someone they respect

How would you answer the question, "What is truth?"
· what the Bible says,  what God says
· what aligns with reality

Consider these definitions for Truth …
· That which aligns with God’s reality
· Absolute truth is true for all people, for all places, and for all time.

Based on that definition, which of the following statements would be “Absolutely True”?

“No Right Turn on Red”
· not absolutely true
· only true where sign exists, otherwise, OK
· but not for all people … does not apply to emergency vehicles

“Thou shalt not kill”
· generally true
· but legal or appropriate in the case of self defense
· also would not apply for a soldier in war time

“Love your neighbor”
· might not like them, but Jesus commanded to show love
· may be hard, but believers are called to show love

“You must be born again”
· true for all people, for all places, for all time – salvation by faith (even in O.T.)

3.2 The Guilty Go Free

Listen for disagreement.

John 18:38b – 40 (NIV)  With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him. 39  But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?" 40  They shouted back, "No, not him! Give us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.

Pilate declared Jesus innocent.  Why did Jesus need to be innocent in order to bear the punishment of guilty sinners?
· if He was guilty of sin, He would have to receive the punishment (death, separation from God) for His own sin
· since He was innocent, He could take the penalty of death/separation in the place of others
· the amazing thing is that God took Jesus’ death/separation and applied it to ALL people … not just a one for substitution 

How are all who have received Christ alike to Barabbas?
· we are sinners – as was Barabbas
· Jesus took the punishment Barabbas deserved
· we can be set free from punishment we deserve
· Jesus took the punishment WE deserve

How can the truth that Jesus took our place free us from shame or fear of condemnation?
· it is easy to feel guilty and carry around that mindset when we fail the Lord, when we sin
· Satan will keep telling you how terrible you are, that God could never love you
· the reality is we ARE forgiven … we ARE at peace with God
· to live with the burden of having sinned is to deny that forgiveness
· confess, repent, receive by faith that failure, receive the peace of God’s forgiveness

How should the truth that Jesus took our place free us from an attitude self-righteousness?
· we are sinners … forgiven … but still sinners
· anything good about who we are is all because of Jesus
· not only did He free us from the penalty of sin, He freed us from the power of sin
· He has given us the indwelling presence of His Holy Spirt to empower us, to direct our lives
· in His power we can live lives that are pleasing to God and are active in service to God

How should the reality that we have been forgiven through Christ’s substitution change the way we forgive others?
· we don’t deserve forgiveness, it is God’s mercy that withholds our penalty for sin
· when someone wrongs you, they don’t deserve to be forgiven or “let off the hook”
· we must not refuse to forgive when we have been forgiven so much


3.3 Love Goes All the Way

John 19:1-3, 8-11, 14-16 (NIV)  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3  and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face…. When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9  and he went back inside the palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10  "Do you refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?" 11  Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." …  It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. "Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews. 15  But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered. 16  Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus

What forms of humiliation and rejection did Jesus endure in these verses?
· flogged for no reason
· false accusations
· grilled by a Roman official who could condemn Him to death
· crown of thorns
· mocking
· accusations, cries for His execution

What do you think Pilate was afraid of?
· in his mind, afraid Jesus might indeed be God become man
· afraid of political trouble with the Jews
· afraid of ending up out of favor with Caesar 
· really didn’t want to condemn an innocent man
· his wife had had a bad dream about all this

What lessons might Jesus have been teaching in His response to Pilate recorded in verse 11?
· God is in control
· this was God’s plan, history pivoted on this whole sequence of events
· similarly, we must realize that throughout all of history, God is still in control
· we make free will choices and react to events, but God is accomplishing His purposes no matter what

How does it make you feel to know the events around the passion of Jesus were part of God’s plan?
· in awe of God’s power and authority
· grateful that we can have sins forgiven because of what God accomplished in these events
· encouraged to trust in God’s direction in our lives – on a personal level and on a worldwide level


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
A word of thanks. 
· Consider all Jesus has done for you. He left heaven for you, lived the sinless life that you could not live, and died on a cross for your sin. 
· Take a moment to thank Jesus for His sacrifice. 
· If you are not a believer, confess your sin, repent, and ask Jesus to transform your life through faith.

A word of comfort. 
· If you know someone in your church or community who has recently lost a loved one, write the person a letter. 
· Be ready to offer encouragement, comfort, and support as needed.

A word of forgiveness. 
· Jesus died to forgive you of your sin. 
· Is there anyone you need to forgive? 
· Ask God to reveal any grudges or unforgiveness in your heart. 
· Ask Him to help you forgive that person.
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Double Puzzle
Words taken from John 1:14-18: 8:30-32; 18:36-38a (NIV)
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