5/10/2026	Feeding the 5000 – Jesus Walks on the Water
1. Motivate

What do you remember about learning to ride a bike or teaching a child to ride a bike.
· Some kids don’t want help, some do
· it’s a good idea to have them practice or learn on a lawn, not on the street (never near a hill)
· some get it right away, some take many tries
· when they finally get it, you quit running and holding – and they don’t realize it
· there might be a skinned knee (or worse)
· they have to figure out how to coordinate the pedals
· make sure they know how to put on brakes … 
An introduction video to the lesson is available.   View it at https://tinyurl.com/5db2m5sc .  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3tusfk68 

2. Transition

Children are often afraid in that learning process.
· Our lives are filled with things we often fear.
· In Jesus’ presence we have no need of fear.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Meets Our Need Beyond Our Means

Listen for surprising provision.

John 6:5, 9-11, 12,13 (NIV)   When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"  … 9  "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 10  Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11  Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. … 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 13  So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

Note Jesus’ response to coming crowd.
· He saw them gathering 
· He asked Philip, “where can we buy bread for these hungry people?”

Why is it significant that Jesus noticed and cared about the physical needs of the crowd? 
· could have seen them as a bother
· could have thought to avoid them
· instead realized a real need
· began to deal with an immediate problem



Why do you think Jesus asked this question of Philip?
· the passage says it was to test him, to teach him a lesson
· to make him think about how Jesus might provide in a special way
· to cause him to look at people and see their needs

What might be a typical reaction to situations that seem to present no readily available solution?
· give up
· like in football … drop back 5 yards and punt
· escape the situation
· run and hide
· throw up your hands and let it be

What kinds of resources are seemingly insufficient in our class to meet needs of people in our class, our church, our community?
· finances
· personnel
· time 		     our” loaves and fishes”
· energy
· skills

What’s wrong with the response, “here’s a little something, but it won’t make much difference”?
· it’s a “throw away” answer
· show’s Andrew’s lack of faith in what Jesus could provide
· he was still looking at the problem 
· had no adequate solution

How can we place our meager “loaves and fishes” (resources) in Jesus’ hands?
· tell Jesus about the need,  tell Him of your insufficiency
· tell Him you are trusting Him to multiply the resources
· thank Him ahead of time for providing the needs … note that this is what Jesus did!

What obstacles hinder us from trusting Jesus to provide for us in today’s world?
· focus on the problem, not on Jesus
· if we don’t spend time with God, we are not as likely to think of Him in context of the solution
· not used to trusting God – it is an attitude that must be “practiced” and often exercised
· we have a rational mindset – thinking logistics apart from the supernatural

How might Jesus multiply these things?
· bless us financially so we can give more
· the Holy Spirit can prompt new people to be involved
· God might help us finish our tasks quicker than normal
· God will give added strength, energy
3.2 The Misunderstood Messiah

Listen for reaction to the miracle.

John 6:14-15 (NIV)   After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." 15  Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.

What did the people desire to do?
· saw Him as a source of free food
· if He could do this, maybe He could lead a revolution against Roman domination
· let’s make him King

Their thinking was flawed.
· It was not the start of a political or military revolution.
· This was not His mission.
· The miracles were signs of His divinity.

How can we know if we're focused more on what Jesus can do for us than on who He is?
· consider our prayer life – so often primarily physical needs
· do we also include a balance of praise, thanksgiving, and seeking His will
· our worship music (whether traditional or contemporary) is enjoyed just as music … we don’t think about the meaning of the lyrics
· consider how we measure spiritual growth … excited about spiritual gifts and accomplishments … or a desire to becoming more Christ-like in character, humility, and love
· we spend not much time reading and meditating on the meaning of God’s Word 

What small gifts have you seen multiplied when you gave them to Jesus?
· God uses a small gift to put some building or outreach campaign over the top
· The few minutes you were able to give to a project happened to be when someone special needed your help
· a little rascal of a kid you taught in SS class, ends up being involved in special ministry
· a simple word of encouragement you gave (you thought awkwardly) turns out to be just what someone else needed
· your prayers on a faithful basis supported a missionary or other Christian worker
· your participation in a simple outreach (write notes to people, bake a casserole, call someone who is homebound) meant more to the recipient that you will ever know

3.3 Worship in the Storm

Listen for the perfect storm.

John 6:16-21 (NIV)   When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17  where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18  A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19  When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. 20  But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid." 21  Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.

Jesus sent the disciples to Capernaum.
· Went down to the lake
· Got in the boat
· Set off across the lake

How does this scene depict the spiritual struggles we often face in life?
· just like weather, life happens – accidents, financial reversals, illness
· we don’t see it coming
· often no fault of our own
· these kinds of “storms” are dangerous, even life threatening
· even worse if we try to navigate them without Jesus’ presence

Why might Jesus allow us (and the apostles) to go through stormy situations where His presence seems absent? 
· if the stormy situation is of our own making, we need to learn to avoid that action or attitude (like when a parent says, “Let that be a lesson to you for next time”)
· in either case, we need to learn that Jesus’ presence is needed
· we learn His power, authority and love for us
· we learn that He really is there, all the time … we maybe didn’t depend on Him
· need to learn to go to God first, whatever the situation

What does this tell us about our perception of God’s presence in difficult times?
· we don’t focus on God’s presence 
· we focus on the surrounding dangers, problems, uncertainty
· we don’t recognize that God is right there, in the midst of the problem
· we need to learn to be certain of God’s presence … also His power, authority, and love for us
· look for Jesus in whatever the situation – good or bad
· in good situations, Jesus is there, making it happen
· in bad situations, Jesus is there, protecting and providing

How can we remind ourselves of Jesus’ presence when we feel overwhelmed by fear or difficulties? What practical steps can we take?
· study and meditate on the attributes of God – love, omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience…
· communicate with God daily – reading His Word, worshiping, confessing, seeking, praying
· when we are on 1 to 1 speaking terms with God, we will be totally convinced of His presence, no matter what is going on
· in fact, when you are that close to God, you will be quick to see Him at work just thenUse the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Surrender. 
· Make a list of the times that you have tried to “row the boat on your own” in your life versus letting Jesus take control. 
· Ask God to help you avoid those choices in the future.

Worship. 
· Read the lyrics for “It Is Well with My Soul.” 
· Worship the Lord and thank Him for seeing us through the storms of life.

Share. 
· Consider how storms from the Lord are for the purpose of helping disciples see who Jesus is. 
· Write down something you have learned about Jesus from this week’s study. 
· Share that truth with someone else in your life this week. 
Double Puzzle
Clue Words taken from John 6:1 – 15 (NIV)
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Then use the numbers to put those letters in the quote below.  When you solve the puzzle, share it with one of your Bible study leaders.  Help and more fun family activities are found at https://tinyurl.com/3tusfk68 
The list on the left are scrambled words from your Bible study passage.  Get them in the correct order.

image1.png
Family
Discussion
Page




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png
ROSEH

CWDOR

NISSG

TSTE

ALRYBE

CHUM

™

™

™

Ee}





