3/8/2026	The First Disciples of Jesus
1. Motivate

What’s the best invitation you have ever received? What made it so special?
· for our marching band to do a show at a pro football game
· going to a conference that had to do with my job
· to a birthday party of someone I admired
· got to play tennis at the Sultan’s palace (Pahang, Malaysia – really!)
· to go with friends to a professional baseball game
· invite to the wedding of the prince (not really)
· to go with family for a week at Disney World

2. Transition

Some of the men who became Jesus’ disciples discover the Messiah in this lesson
· Here is the Messiah!!  … and He invites them to follow Him.
· Today He invites us to follow Him
A video introduction to the lesson is available. View it at https://tinyurl.com/mrxd3uwx  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/yshd7y7h 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Responding to Christ’s Invitation

Listen for an invitation.

John 1:35-39 (NIV)  The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36  When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 37  When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38  Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39  "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour.

Why did John call Jesus the Lamb of God? 
· John was a prophet
· he was given insight by God
· he could see that Jesus would be the One who would be the sacrificial lamb
· he made the connection between the traditional sacrificial lamb and what would happen to Jesus

What prompted John’s disciples to follow Jesus?
· Jesus came passing by
· John pointed Him out
· John’s declaration that Jesus was “the Lamb of God”



Jesus asked the men, “what do you want?”   If you had been one of the two disciples, what would you have wanted to ask?
· who are you, really?
· what are your plans?
· what did John mean, “the Lamb of God”?
· what kinds of things will you teach us?
· if we follow you, what will happen to us?

What could Jesus offer that they had not found in John the Baptist?
· miracles
· teaching about the Kingdom of God, teaching beyond a baptism of repentance
· his eventual work of redemption (death and resurrection)

John invited his followers to look at Jesus.  What are some ways in which we can invite people to “look” at Jesus?
· invite them to church, to a small group Bible study
· minister to their needs – help them out when you see they have a need
· ask if you can pray for them
· demonstrate a Christ-like life before them

What kinds of responses would Jesus receive if He appeared on earth in bodily form in our day, instead of back 2000 years ago?
· some would recognize Him as the Messiah
· some would try to find out more about HimMany of the same responses as happened 2000 years ago

· the press would have a field day
· some would dismiss Him as a false prophet
· some would just ignore Him
· miracles would be treated by some as fakery
· He would certainly cause a stir in Middle East political events 

The fact is, that He is present in the world today …
 Like John did, we need to challenge people to follow Jesus
 When people do follow Him …
· They learn about Him
· They learn from Him

3.2 Sharing Christ Through Our Relationships

Listen for secondary invitations.

John 1:40-46 (NIV)  Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42  And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). 43  The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me." 44  Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45  Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46  "Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and see," said Philip.

What was the first thing Andrew did after he heard about others following Jesus? 
· went and found his brother Simon Peter
· told him “we have found the Messiah (the Christ)
· brought him to Jesus
· note there was no sales pitch, no debate
· a simple declaration and invitation 

Verse 30 says that Andrew “followed” Jesus.  What does it mean to follow Jesus?  
· more than just tag along after him to watch what happened
· meant that Andrew chose to be with Jesus, to be under his teaching and influence
· learn what Jesus had to say(list on board for later reference)

· apply Jesus’ teachings to his life
· become a witness to what Jesus did and why

How did Philip respond to Jesus’ invitation? 
· found Nathanael
· told him “we have found the one Moses wrote about”
· he’s the same one the prophets wrote about
· it’s Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph

Philip was skeptical about someone from Nazareth.  What about Christ stirs skepticism today?
· He was merely a good teacher
· how could He be born of a virgin, that’s just a myth
· He was too exclusive, claiming to be the only way to God
· coming back from the dead?

What convinced you that Jesus was the Son of God?
· God at work in lives of people around
· the preaching of the gospel message
· Bible teaching 
· God’s Holy Spirit does the convicting, the convincing
· the convincing, the conviction grows as you are exposed more and more to God’s Truth

Who is someone in your circle of friends, acquaintances, family that you could bring to Jesus like Andrew brought his brother?
· a family member
· fellow worker
· person you do business with, a restaurant server
· neighbor
3.3  Called and Equipped Uniquely

Listen for a startling revelation.

John 1:47-51 (NIV) 47  When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false." 48  "How do you know me?" Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you." 49  Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel." 50  Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that." 51  He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."

When Jesus first sees Nathanael, He probably surprised him with the statement, “"Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false."   What does this tell us about Jesus?
· He could evaluate someone’s personality 
· He could see into people’s lives
· He can see into our lives

What titles does Nathanael immediately use for Jesus after this moment?
· Rabbi
· you are the Son of God
· you are the King of Israel

After Nathanael’s confession, what promise does Jesus make about what he will see?
· you will see greater things than just my having seen you under the fig tree
· you will see heaven open
· you will see angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man

Jesus moves Nathanael from a private sign (the fig tree) to a greater vision.  What does this suggest about how discipleship works?
· our spiritual journey is an ongoing, growing experience
· God reveals new Truth to us as we respond in trust and obedience
· God wants to reveal more of His power and authority and love to us as we respond in faith and service to Him
· spiritual growth is ever expanding

What might “greater things” imply for someone who follows Christ?
· learn new Truth
· become involved in meaningful service and ministry
· see prayers answered more and more
· see God at work taking you through tough times
· experience God changing your life, overcoming sinful habits
· physical, emotional, spiritual healing

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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Trust. 
· What holds you back from sharing Christ?
· Pray and ask God to make your faith in Him greater than your fears.

Invite. 
· With the same “come and see” mindset seen in both Andrew and Philip, invite friends to come with you to your Bible study group. 
· Your group can provide a non-threatening way to “come and see” Jesus as your group discussed God’s Word.

Share. 
· Draw three circles and make a list of people God has put in your life. 
· In the first circle, include your closest relationships. 
· In the second circle, write a list of your friends and co-workers. 
· In the third circle include acquaintances or neighbors you don’t know well. 
· Who in those circles does the Lord want you to reach with the gospel? 
Fallen Phrases Puzzle

[image: ][image: ]“Well now, I say, I say, this is a fine how-do-you-do we got ourselves into! We’re in a heap o’ trouble, boy! Our crack decoding crew done botched the job — didn’t glue them letters worth a lick — and they all just plummeted… straight down like a sack o’ feed! Now looky here, can ya piece that message back together for us? Start simple, son, start simple — them single-letter columns first. Then cast your eye on them little bitty words, two or three letters, and pick the ones that make good ol’ common sense. That underground church out in, uh… Liazemauchaddesh — yeah, that’s the place — they’re countin’ on us to savvy up to this mighty important Truth, I say, mighty important!”  Rumor has it that y’all can find help at https://tinyurl.com/yshd7y7h There’s more fun Family Activities also.
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