4/26/2026	Healings and Conflict
1. Motivate

In what situations are you least likely to ask for help?
· need directions
· when trying to do it by myself (in 2-year old mentality)
· when I do know how to do it
· working on a carA video introduction to the lesson is available.  View at https://tinyurl.com/4aywty96  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you need to download the video file from https://tinyurl.com/3mstsm98 

· gardening
· cooking
· trying to make my phone do something
· when fishing or hunting
· playing golf, tennis, pickleball, etc.

2. Transition

Jesus wants us to come to Him for help.
· Jesus works on behalf of all who come to Him.
· He wants to express his grace to us.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus’s Work Is Not Bound by Distance.

Listen for a promise.

Selections from John 4:46-50 (NIV)   Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47  When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. … 49  The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 50  Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed. …  	

List the words and phrases which indicate the earnestness and urgency of this appeal to Jesus?
· distance traveled – all the way from Capernaum
· “begged Jesus”
· the son was “close to death”

What is it about Jesus that would motivate you to take your needs to Him?
· know of His power, authority, and love
· come to the end of our own resources – Jesus has resources, strength that we do not
· like the nobleman, believe that Jesus can meet the need
· promises we have in Scripture
· instructions to come to Him


Why might people hesitate to take their needs to Jesus?
· to small an issue … Jesus is busy with world events           both of these are lies from Satan
· it’s too big of a problem, not even God can fix it
· “I am just one person among billions” – how can Jesus pay attention to me
· Jesus is holy, righteous – I’ve got a lot of sinful baggage in my life
· feel we can fix it on our own
· I’ll look it up on the internet, Google the problem
· might be an agnostic or atheist

How did the nobleman demonstrate his next step of faith?
· took Jesus at His word
· headed for home

The official had to trust Jesus before seeing the miracle—how can we practice that kind of faith in our lives and take Jesus at His word.
· be aware of God’s promises
· know that Jesus wants us to come to Him
· be willing to admit our own helplessness 
· become convinced that Jesus has the power and authority to deal with the problem
· convinced that He loves you and wants to accomplish good things in your life
· specifically tell Him your problem surrender it to Him 
· tell Him (maybe repeatedly over time) that you know He is going to meet the need
· be sure to praise him and give Him the credit/glory before others when He does meet the need

What are some things God has told us in His Word that are sometimes challenging for you to believe? 
· move mountains, 
· do away with “giants” in our lives
· “not willing that any should perish”
· “care for you” …  “protect”
· “supply all your needs”

3.2 Christ’s Work Is Not Bound by Our Understanding of Time

Listen for a complaint.

John 5:1-11 (NIV)   Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. 2  Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3  Here a great number of disabled people used to lie--the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.  One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6  When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?" 7  "Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me." 8 Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." 9  At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10  and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat." 11  But he replied, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.'"

Note the setting:
· Disabled people gathered around a pool.
· Believed that when the water was stirred, first one in was healed
· Jesus talked with man who had been an invalid 38 years.
· Too crippled to be first one in the water, no helper

Why did Jesus ask him if he wished to get well? Isn’t that an obvious question? Why is this question important/necessary?
· wanted to open up conversation, engage the man
· showed the man He realized and saw the problem, showed an interest in the man’s need
· wanted the man to face the reality of his need
· needed the man to admit he had little or no hope of his current situation improving

Note the three-pronged admonition did Jesus give to the man. 
· Get up
· Pick up your mat
· Walk

What were the religious leaders more concerned about?
· this is the Sabbath
· you’re carrying that mat, that’s defined as work
· you are not supposed to do work on the Sabbath
· that issue was more important than the fact that the man had just been healed

Why do some people care more about keeping certain "religious" rules than they do about developing a meaningful relationship with Jesus? 
· they have legalistic mindset
· they hope to please God by doing or not doing certain things
· they think God is going to judge by weighing our good deeds against our sins … 
· their religion is a religion of deeds, not a relationship
· Satan has them fooled/confused about God’s love and forgiveness

Why do you suppose Jesus choose to heal this man on the Sabbath?
· this was the day Jesus encountered the disabled man, 
· no good reason to wait a day and say, “Come and see me tomorrow.”
· Jesus could also be raising the issue with the religious leaders
· the definition of “work” by the scribes and pharisees had become ridiculous
· they were missing the point of God’s command to keep the Sabbath holy, special, different, unique from other days
3.3  Christ Is Working Everywhere, All the Time.

Listen for Jesus’ source of authority.

John 5:17-20 (NIV)  Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." 18  For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 19  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20  For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these.

What words and phrases point to as the source of Jesus’ power to act? 
· the Son can do nothing by Himself
· Jesus did nothing by Himself (as a human)
· He does what He sees the Father do
· His power comes from the God the Father

What can we learn from the fact that the Son gives life to “whom He wishes” or “to whom He is pleased to give it”?
· Jesus is pleased to give new life, spiritual life, eternal life to all who believe
· Consider 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
· We see agreement among the members of the Trinity – both the Father and the Son desire to give spiritual life to all people

What did Jesus say that suggests what the Father does through the Son is not limited? What was at least one greater work that the Son would do?
· you will be amazed
· even greater things than this healing God will do
· God the Father has/will raise people from the dead
· God the Son gives life to whom He is pleased to do so
· be raised from the dead

How can we join God and participate in His work?
· be convinced/convicted of God’s power, authority, and love for us
· listen to, heed God’s direction
· become involved in ongoing outreach of the church
· involvement in various church ministries – music, multi-media, greeting, prayer ministry, outreach, teaching, children’s ministries, office help


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Watch. 
· Jesus was watching what His Father was doing. 
· Ask God to open your eyes to people and needs around you this week. 
· You may be surprised at what you see and hear.

Think. 
· Think about some of the “God stories” you have heard in recent weeks. 
· Where has God been working? Who has God been using? 
· Write down any insights about what these stories and testimonies tell you of how God works.   Praise God for the work He is doing around you.

Tell. 
· The greatest “God story” of my life is the moment Jesus saved me from my sin. 
· If you are a believer, you have a similar testimony. 
· While each story is unique, they all have Jesus at the center, saving a sinner at their root. 
· Share your testimony this week. 15 second testimony https://youtu.be/hkprflNySS8   
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ][image: ]Word SearchConflict?  Humph, I’ll give you conflict.  If you don’t get this done there will be conflict.  You’ll get an additional book report due!  You know the drill … the words can go left to right, down, or diagonal (North-East and South-East).  These words come from two stories in John 4 and 5.  You should read them!  If you wimp out (or want the color page) go to https://tinyurl.com/3mstsm98 
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