2/22/2026	Introduction to the Gospel of John
1. Motivate

What are some memorable opening lines to a book or a movie.
· It was the best of times, it was the worst of times
· Once upon a time
· It was a dark and stormy nightA video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/ywuv3ewp If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you need to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/4f8w9ee4 

· A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away
· It all started when …
· I was born at an early age

2. Transition

John opens his Gospel with one of the most famous opening lines ever written:
· In the beginning was the Word 
· He was referring to Jesus
· He goes on to describe attributes of Jesus

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Word – Present in Creation

Listen for words and phrases which speak to the identity of Jesus.

John 1:1-5 (NIV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was with God in the beginning. 3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4  In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

In verses 1 and 2, how does John describe someone he names as “the Word”?  
· the Word was in the beginning (speaks of a pre-existence before time began) 
· the Word was with God
· the Word was God
· He was with God in the beginning

What was the Word’s role in creation? 
· through Him all things were made
· nothing exists that He did not make

What is the description of the relationship of light and life to the one who is the Word?
· in Him was life
· that life was the light of men
· the light was the revelation of God to men
· the light shined in the darkness … revealed God’s purposes to men
· the darkness (sinful men) didn’t/don’t/won’t understand it … many reject(ed)
John uses the Greek word logos which is translated “the Word” to refer to Jesus.  Why do you think John used the concept “Word” to identify Jesus?
· Jesus communicates to us about God – what He is like
· Jesus reveals God
· Jesus is God’s teaching to us – in the flesh

John says in verse 4, In him was life.  What are some ways in which Jesus gives us life?
· salvation
· abundant living John 10:10 (KJV)  … I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
· physical life – miracle of physical birth, 
· physical healing – Isaiah 53 “by His stripes we are healed”
· rescue, protection from fatal injury
· a reason to live, meaning to life

How has Jesus been light to you?
· conviction to reveal my sins
· Jesus’ teachings reveal His loving care
· learn new lessons of how to live
· guidance in life – help in seeing the right decisions
· make us aware of the nature of opportunities we face – good or bad
· opens some doors, closes others

Verse 5 speaks of the darkness not understanding “the light.”  Why do you think that happens?
· Satan blinds people from seeing God’s Truth
· people are too much occupied with other pursuits
· they are stubborn, refusing to admit their need for light
· similar to what Jesus told the disciples about his use of parables
· they heard but did not listen
· they view/saw, but did not perceive/understand

How can you be more receptive to God’s light in your life?
· be sure to be exposing your heart and mind to the light of God’s Word – every day
· when you read it, don’t just watch the words go by
· meditate on it, think about it
· even journal your thoughts … writing down what you are thinking it means to you personally

3.2 The Word – True Light and True Life

Listen for thoughts about light

John 1:6-13 (NIV)  There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9  The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13  children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

How did the “true light” give light to every person? 
· Jesus came into the world as a human being (set aside many attributes of deity)
· lived 33 years with same physical, emotional, and spiritual struggles (temptations) we face
· lived a perfect, sinless life
· communicated His love by His substitutionary death
	
Why didn’t the world recognize the light? 
· thought He was just another man
· didn’t want to receive His teachings
· saw Him as maybe a good teacher, a really nice guy
· saw Him as a martyr – but not as the Son of God
· they had idols in their lives they didn’t want to give up (more important that God)
· Jewish people of that day misunderstood the nature of the Messiah

What’s the difference between believing about Jesus and believing in Jesus?  In what way does believe in  mean more than intellectual assent?
	Believing about Jesus
	Believing in Jesus

	· acknowledge as a sure enough historical figure
· He had an interesting life
· seemed to be most compassionate with others
· was a great teacher
· ended up a martyr
· faithful followers claimed He somehow escaped death????
	· receive His teachings … especially about our sinful condition
· realize/acknowledge Him as the Lamb of God … the final sin sacrifice
· accept what He did (dying on the cross for all sins) as Truth, Reality … 
· accept His work of redemption as Truth for me personally



C.S. Lewis points out three possibilities about Jesus’ claims
· He was a God as He said He was
· He was a liar
· He was a lunatic

Why could he make that statement?  Why could Jesus not be merely a good teacher or prophet?
· if you claim to be God it’s either true or not
· if it’s not, then you are intentionally deceiving people or you are crazy
· if it’s true then you are far more than  just a teacher or prophet.


3.3 The Word – Dwells among His People

Listen for more about “the Word.”

John 1:14-18 (NIV)   The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15  John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" 16  From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.

In vs. 14, John declared “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  How is Jesus being completely human more significant than God the Son simply taking human form?
· if He was just a man, He could not die for our sins
· if He was not a man, He could not live a human life and live without sin
· as a man he could understand our struggles, our problems, our joys

 He had to be both God and man … equally and totally

How should this truth that God the son came to earth as a human being affect the way we live?
· when we struggle with a sin, ask Jesus to show you how He would have handled it
· remember that He knows how we are feeling – talk to Him about that
· thank Him for His willingness to give up Heaven to come and be our Savior

Note the definition of “glory” and some synonyms:
· Glory: high renown or honor won by notable achievements.
· Synonyms : renown, fame, prestige, honor, distinction, kudos, eminence, acclaim, praise; celebrity, recognition, reputation

How did Jesus’ earthly life reveal God’s glory?
· attributes such as the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control
· performed miracles – healings, revelations
· communicated Truth in His teachings

How can we reflect God’s glory?
· allow God to demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives
· submit to God’s Spirit at work in our lives
· share God’s love
· demonstrate God’s love by acts of kindness
· be involved in communicating God’s love to a hurting world


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application
The Word of God was preexistent
· The Word (Jesus, the Messiah) was the divine agent in creation
· Allow Him to bring  light and life to your life new year

Receiving Jesus involves personal trust and commitment
· Who do you know who needs to believe in Jesus and experience a new birth?
· Pray for people you know who need to allow God to give them new life in Christ
· Invite them to our small group Bible Study

Faith in Christ is necessary for, is the only way to salvation
· When you receive Christ as your own personal savior, you become a Child of God
· A child of God seeks to please his Savior – what new commitments will you make to Jesusthis year?
Crossword Puzzle 
Words and Clues taken from John 1:1-18  (NIV)
Help and more Family Activities at https://tinyurl.com/4f8w9ee4  
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