11/22/2026	Jesus’ Arrest and Peter’s Denial
1. Motivate

What are different ways people respond to failure?
· anger
· blame someone else
· blow it off, ignore itA video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/5xyr4hjr .  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you need to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/yrdn2svu 

· cry
· eat chocolate!
· become depressed
· go shopping
· go fishing
· go into a “blue funk”

Remember your or your child’s response to learning to ride a bicycle …
· give up
· determined to get back on and do it 
· scared of falling
· don’t realize they’ve got it when you quit holding on

2. Transition

Today we consider spiritual failure … and how Peter responded.
· When he failed, Jesus restored him.
· When we fail; Jesus restores us. 

3. Bible Study

3.1 No Retreat from Betrayal

Listen for a group fall.

John 18:4-9 (NIV)  Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" 5  "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6  When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. 7  Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8  "I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." 9  This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me." 

Why is it significant that Jesus identifies Himself openly when they say they are seeking Jesus of Nazareth?
· He did not fear them
· He knew these events were bringing to culmination His whole purpose for coming to earth 
· Jesus was in control of the situation … not the people confronting Him
· He was willing to follow through with what God the Father had sent Him to do
What do you notice about Judas’ position among the soldiers and officials? How does this underscore the personal pain of betrayal?
· Judas is right there among the soldiers and officials
· he has already greeted Jesus with a kiss (oriental custom)
· you might have thought he would have made himself scarce after marking Jesus as the one they were after
· it’s sort of “in your face” with his betrayal
· shows his true feelings, attitude toward Jesus

What happened when Jesus said, “I am he”? What might John be showing us about Jesus’ identity and power?
· they drew back and fell on the ground
· curious response to Jesus admission
· must have been that His power and authority were somehow communicated to them
· did the Holy Spirit “blast” them with the feeling of power of Who Jesus really was/is?
· maybe His verbal response somehow carried with it that power 
· somehow they were hit with the reality of His power and authority

Then, despite His power displayed, He surrendered.   So, if Jesus possessed such authority, why did He allow Himself to be arrested?
· this was all leading towards His substitutionary death and victorious resurrection
· it was all of God’s plan
· He could not / would not resist their arrest

How does Jesus’ protection of the disciples point forward to His sacrificial death in their place?
· they are not the ones who will be part of His execution/substitutionary death
· they are the ones who will respond in faith and obedience to His commands
· they must live on to realize what will have happened, it’s significance and full implications
· they will be the ones who establish the Church, the Body of Believers that has continued on for more than two centuries
· we are in the same category … we need not die for our own sins or anyone else’s
· we are to be disciples who carry on the building up of the Kingdom of God

When following Christ brings pressure, ridicule, or relational cost, what might faithful courage look like?
· don’t give in to the pressure and ridicule, be willing to bear the cost
· know that God’s Holy Spirit will empower you to go on, despite the cost
· continue to declare the Name of Jesus to a needy world
· they might oppose you, but communication of God’s Word, God’s Truth will powerfully change lives – no matter the opposition
· the gates of hell will not prevail against the power of God’s Truth (Matt 16:18)

3.2 Denial Predicted

Listen for a prediction.

John 13:36-38 (NIV)   Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 37  Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you." 38  Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!

How does Peter express his loyalty and confidence in verse 37?
· he was a “gung-ho” person
· didn’t want to be left behind,
· always ready to jump into what was happening
· declares the extent of his enthusiasm

What was Peter’s error in believing he would remain faithful no matter what? 
· he didn’t really understand what was about to happen
· Jesus was going to be crucified as the sacrificial Perfect Lamb for the forgiveness of every person
· Peter would be trying to be faithful and dedicated in his own strength
· the Holy Spirit would not come to all believers until after Jesus’ return to heaven

Why do you think Jesus responds to Peter’s bold declaration with a probing question rather than praise?
· wants Peter to stop and think about what he was really saying
· this was more than just joining Jesus on a trip to preach somewhere
· telling Peter to pay attention to what Jesus is trying to communicate 
· Jesus was talking about returning to Heaven … 
· Peter (and likely the others), even though sincere weren’t yet understanding

How does Peter’s confidence expose the danger of making promises we believe we can keep without depending on God?
· Peter tended to speak (and sometimes act) without thinking of the reality first
· hadn’t yet learned to depend on Jesus, on the Holy Spirit to carry out what he was intending
· it’s easy to make claims, to declare intentions
· harder to carry out when reality hits

In what situations are we most tempted to hide our allegiance to Jesus?
· peers make fun of our faith
· may be confronted with loss (job, finances, freedoms) if we don’t go along with prevailing world views and actions
· person with whom you share a meaningful relationship may be unwilling to follow or accept God’s direction in your life

3.3 Denial Redeemed by Grace

Listen for Peter in trouble.

John 18:15-18 (NIV) Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 16  but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 17  "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked Peter. He replied, "I am not." 18  It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

What was potentially dangerous about the situation Peter and the other disciple inserted themselves?
· these were the people who were pursuing Jesus
· this was within the group of people who wanted to kill Jesus
· this was the camp of the enemy

In what kind of situation could believers find themselves surrounded by folks who are totally against Jesus?
· a group of atheists
· in a place where people of another religion gather
· hanging out with the wrong crowd
· in a foreign culture where Christianity is forbidden
· in a courtroom, accused of violating the “separation of church and state”

What thoughts do you think were running through Peter’s mind?
· they might accuse me also,I could be mobbed just like Jesus
· they might realize I was the guy who chopped off that fellow’s ear
· I’m in danger here, they are all against us

How do you respond to Peter’s fear of being identified with Jesus?
·  curiosity, understanding, puzzlement
· see how he could be afraid, even in fear for his life
· if he was so bombastic in other situations, why did he waffle here?
· maybe he felt out of place … he was just a fisherman, this was a high powered crowd

Why do you think this story is in the Bible?
· a warning
· Peter made the bold claim he would stand with Jesus, even to the death
· he tried to prove it with a physical attack on people coming to arrest Jesus
· Consider 1 Cor. 10:12 (NIV)  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 
· we need to learn not to depend on our own strength
· never say “never” because you’ll let down your guardUse the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application

Beware the danger of overconfidence in ability to resist temptation.
· The forces of evil that tempt Christians are strong
· Commit yourself to honor Christ, not to deny Him
· This week, claim the whole armor of God that you may stand against Satan’s attacks

Those who deny Jesus carry a heavy burden of guilt.
· When a person fails the Lord, he/she needs some way to find forgiveness and new ways to live for Jesus
· Affirming one’s personal love for Christ is an opportunity for a new start

Hostile groups will try to influence believers not to speak in the name of Jesus
· It takes courage to stand up for Jesus in the face of hostility
· Remember that we are accountable to God, not to unbelievers … whatever their authority
· [image: Burglar]In the days ahead, allow God to motivate you from within to stand faithfully for Him
Fallen Phrases Puzzle

[image: ]
[image: ]Well, now just hold on a minute! Dag-nab it! Some no-good prankster has messed up the church sign! He's pulled off a bunch of letters, and they've fallen straight down, but not in any particular order. Now that's just not right!  I'd take care of it myself, but I've got cell block watch, and Goober's out of town. So we're counting on you to help us out!  Now, don't get flustered. Figure out the single-letter columns first, then work on the short words. Try different letters until you get some sensible words.  When you're finished, report to the pastor. If you need help, go to https://tinyurl.com/yrdn2svu .  We need to nip this thing in the bud! Something should be done and done right away! 
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