4/12/2026	John the Baptist’s Final Testimony
1. Motivate

What makes someone’s testimony about an event seem either credible or incredible?
	Credible, Believable
	Incredible, Questionable

	· you know they were really there
· their account agrees with other’s
· they have pictures they took
· they were in the picture
· they are an expert on such events
· they had good sources
	· you know they were nowhere close
· what they’re saying doesn’t agree with generally known facts
· they have exaggerated the story
· you know they had exceeding high/low opinion of the people and events



2. Transition

Today we consider the last testimony of John the Baptist concerning Jesus
· John was related to Jesus
· He had personal interaction with Jesus 
· He was Jesus’ forerunner – we might say the “warmup act”
· His testimony was entirely Credible
A  video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/t57dx4av .  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/5djynu24 


3. Bible Study

3.1 Ministry in Transition—From Forerunner to Witness 

Listen for parallel ministries.

John 3:22-26 (NIV)  After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23  Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were constantly coming to be baptized. 24  (This was before John was put in prison.) 25  An argument developed between some of John's disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26  They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan--the one you testified about--well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him."

Why might it have been difficult for John’s followers to see Jesus becoming more prominent than their own teacher?
· John’s ministry had a limited lifetime
· as the forerunner or “warm up act”, he was meant to get people to start thinking more about spiritual issues
· Jesus’ ministry was to lead up to His death and resurrection – which was far beyond what John was preaching about

What might they have expected John to do about Jesus’ growing influence?
· up his game, find out what Jesus was preaching and maybe copy that
· go to Jesus and tell Him to maybe move on to another territory
· John himself go to a different area

How does this situation test whether John and his disciples truly understood his role as the forerunner?
· John had a good sense of who Jesus really was, the Messiah
· his disciples weren’t realizing that at this time
· Jesus had to come to the fore
· John would naturally become less noticed
· must have been that God’s Spirit helped John realize that a transition was to happen

John’s task was to prepare the way.  What is the difference between preparing the way for someone and competing with them?
	Preparing the Way
	Competing

	· you get people thinking
· you set the mood
· you introduce
· then you step back, 
· move out of the way
	· you have a closely similar message
· you are pursuing the same followers, “customers”
· you up your game so as not to lose following



What attitudes help a person rejoice when someone else succeeds or becomes more prominent?
· if you were the forerunner, then you can be glad you did a good job
· you succeeded at getting people’s attention to hear and see the real star/expert
· you can learn as an understudy to maybe later become renowned in your own right
· you had a role in increasing the reception of someone who is really good

In what ways can Christians today act like John—faithfully pointing others to Jesus even when we receive less recognition?
· share what God did in our lives
· relate how you really were struggling with life and Jesus’ presence in your life straightened you out
· share how Jesus can do the same in their life
· Jesus is the one who saves people … not you

3.2  Ministry in Submission—Jesus is Supreme

Listen for John’s response to his disciples.

John 3:27-30 (NIV)   To this John replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. 28  You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' 29  The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30  He must become greater; I must become less.




John’s disciples have voiced their concern about what they saw as competition.  What do you think John meant when he said, “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.”?
· God the Father has a plan for our lives
· He gives us Spiritual Gifts and calls us to use them for His glory
· every believer has a different role to play in the Kingdom (Rule) of God
· in God’s economy (in His view) , each is equally important
· this would have been especially true in the case of Jesus
· believers are not in competition with one another
· we are each to fulfill the role or task God sets before us at a particular stage of life

What did John say about his future status?  
· my role has been played out
· I preached repentance
· Jesus is now continuing with God’s spiritual strategies
· Jesus will bring this all into culmination
· His prominence is increasing (as it should)
· mine is on the decline … as it should, also

What do you think John means in the contrast of the bridegroom and the friend at the wedding?  Who is who in this sentence?
· Jesus is the “bridegroom”
· John is the friend
· the bride is role of the Messiah – the “Sent One”, the “Anointed One”
· the role of being the redemptive, sacrificed “Lamb of God” belonged to Jesus
· John was just someone who got people thinking about the need for confession and repentance
· John’s role was to help people begin to see the Messiah’s redemptive role rather than a political or military hero

3.3 Ministry in Witness—Eternal Life in the Son 

Listen for requirements for salvation.

John 3:31-36 (NIV)   "The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32  He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33  The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34  For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 35  The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

Note where Jesus says He has come from, and how that makes Him different from earthly teachers.
· Comes from above all, from heaven
· Contrast to one from the earth, 
· Belongs to the earth, speaks as one from the earth
Observe what John says Jesus is testifying about.
· testifies about what He has seen and heard
· but no one accepts His testimony

What does it mean in verse 32 & 33 to accept or receive His testimony?
· believe what Jesus has said
· for us, it would be the record of what Jesus taught
· to accept it as Truth, reality
· to receive it and apply it to our lives
· to base your life on Jesus teachings and claims

Why do you think believing in the Son is emphasized rather than simply believing in God in general?
· to believe in God in general “Yes, I believe there’s a “Supreme Being” i
· s merely mental assent to the idea of God’s existence
· nothing about a personal God who entered into time and space
· nothing about personal sin and Jesus’ act of redemption, death and resurrection
· Jesus, the Son of God – He IS God
· and it is what He did for us
· when you believe in Jesus, you are believing in His substitutionary death and resurrection
· you are believing that He took the punishment (death) that you deserve
· you are believing that He rose from the dead to give you new life free from both the penalty of sin and the power of sin

From John’s final testimony in these verses, what are the eternal stakes for how people respond to Jesus today?
· if you believe in the Son, you will have eternal life
· if you reject the Son you  “will not see life”
· eternal live => eternal union with God
· eternal death => eternal separation from God
· God’s wrath remains on those who reject Jesus

How might John’s testimony challenge people who admire Jesus as a teacher but do not believe in Him as the Son of God?
· remind them that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God
· to admire Jesus as only a teacher (but not the Son of God) would be to admire someone who was either a liar or a lunatic
· John knew that Jesus was the sone of God
· John believed who He was
· John was willing to give up his own notoriety and promote who Jesus was

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.



Application
	[image: ]





[image: ]I’ll write about what my life was (or would have been) without Christ.


	[image: ][image: ]Now write down what you realized I did for you when I died on the cross.


	[image: ]Finally I’ll tell about what my life is like, with Jesus in my heart.  Now I can share with others.





[image: ][image: ][image: ]Cryptogram Puzzle“My friends, word has reached us—quietly, courageously—from a little house church in the province of Jidaditapit. They smuggled a two‑part message all the way to our Baptist consulate in Mumbai. And they send it with one great desire: that we remember the final, burning testimony of the John the Baptizer we studied today. Our decoding team is still on the road, returning from an Easter mission trip to Hungary. So the task falls to us. They’re asking for your help—right now.  Take the key that’s been placed in your hands. Use it. Find the letters hidden in that number‑coded message. These believers, far across the world, are standing firm in their faith. And they’re calling us to stand with them—with the same courage, the same conviction, the same trust in the living God.” Our counselors have prepared help and additional Family materials.  They are standing by at https://tinyurl.com/5djynu24
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