1. Motivate

When have you seen someone go out of their way to serve others?
· hospital volunteers
· person who initiates a program to help children learn to read
· a grandma who loves to cook up a great feast for family holiday meal
· people who volunteer to search for someone lost in the wilderness
· medical people during the pandemic
· forest fire workersA video introduction to the Bible study is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/mt6369b9   If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3nrvmdhw 

· volunteer fire companies in small towns
· grade school volunteer classroom helpers

2. Transition

Today we study the example of Jesus who served others.
· He washed the dirty, stinky feet of the disciples.
· Including Judas, whom He knew was about to betray Him.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Serving Others.

Listen for what Jesus did that was unusual.

John 13:1, 3-8 (NIV)  It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. … [3] Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; [4] so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. [5] After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7  Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8  "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."

Consider the significance of those statements in understanding who Jesus is.
· God the Son had a specific role in the creation
· He was/is fully God and fully human, He entered into time and physical space as a human
· He would leave as a physical human and return in spirit form with Divine characteristics … omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience

Despite His position as God of the Universe, Jesus loved these men He had mentored.  




How did Jesus show his disciples the full extent of his love?
· He got up from the meal
· took off His outer clothing, wrapped a towel around his waist
· put water in a basin, began to wash and dry the disciples feet

What is the relevance of the three things Jesus knew about Himself, in the context of what He did?
· He was fully aware of His deity
· He knew He had every freedom to exercise His power
· yet He accepted the lowly task of a servant
· of all people, He had every right to order someone else to do this … even an angel!
· yet He was willing to set all of that aside – He did what needed doing and was willing to do it, no matter what the task
· He wanted His followers both then, today to have the same attitude and willingness

Humility is demonstrated through service but begins with attitude

Recall some of the conversations the disciples had recently had in Jesus presence …
· Wanted to have positions immediately beside Jesus’ throne when He began to reign
· Argued about who was really the greatest disciple
· In the midst of His teaching about the coming death and resurrection, they are quibbling about who is more important

When and why is it difficult for you to serve others like Jesus did?
· when it is unappreciated
· when it is really a dirty job (note the popularity of the TV show, Dirty Jobs)
· when it is something that requires loss of dignity
· when it pays little or nothing
· when really busy, really tired, really stressed
· when the recipient doesn’t really deserve it, in my opinion

Note how Peter was struggling, uncomfortable with the lesson. Jesus was trying to teach all the disciples through this sequence of events …
· The previous “who’s the greatest?” Conversations
· Revelations of  the coming crucifixion and resurrection
· The humble, servant task of foot washing

How do we express our willingness to submit to God’s workings in our lives?
· quit struggling, complaining, whining, talk to Him in prayer
· tell Him in words how you feel and your determination to respond in faith
· write a journal or diary account of what God is doing and how you are responding
· become involved in the work of the Kingdom of God 
3.2 Extend God’s Love

Listen for Jesus explanation of the lesson He was teaching the disciples.

John 13:12-17 (NIV)  When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. [13] "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. [14] Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. [15] I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. [16] I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. [17] Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Note the two titles Jesus affirmed … Lord and Teacher.  What is the significance of each?
	Lord
	Teacher

	· Jesus is in charge
· He is sovereign – He does as He pleases to do
· we surrender to His control and direction in our lives
	· He is omniscient, all knowing, all wise
· He imparts His wisdom to us
· We seek to learn what he has to teach us




So, what is Jesus’ point after claiming these positions of authority?
· It is God’s purpose that all believers should be willing to take the role of a servant
· God intends for us to live the role of servant leadership
· greatness is demonstrated by willingness to serve
· greatness is not necessarily proved by wielding authority over others and bossing them around 

What would be equivalent to washing other people’s feet for a Christ-follower today? 
· willing to help others, quick to see a need and work to fulfill it
· not looking for fame or fortune as we serve others
· reaching out to people in need
· giving of our resources with no requirement or anticipation of reciprocity
· acting in selfless love to help where needed

In what kinds of service can we be involved in our circle of acquaintances?
· helping out a neighbor who is going through a time of sickness
· volunteering for maintenance or office tasks around the church
· helping out with children’s ministries, hauling neighborhood children to kids meetings
· opening your home for a neighborhood Bible study
· doing errands for someone who is indisposed
· yard work for an elderly person




3.3 Faithful Love and Obedience

Listen for Jesus’ clue.

John 13:21-27 (NIV)   After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me." 22  His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23  One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24  Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." 25  Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 26  Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him,
The passage says that Jesus was “troubled in spirit.”  

What kinds of emotions do you think this phrase was describing?  How have you felt when betrayed by a friend?
10/18/2026	The Last Supper – Farewell Discourse
· 
· sadness
· dismay
· discouragement
· abandoned 
· all alone
· “How could they do that?”


How did the disciples react to Jesus’ saying a betrayer was in their midst? 
· stared at one another, at a loss to know who it might be
· had been too busy arguing about who was the greatest disciple
· Perter catches John’s attention, signaled him to ask Jesus

Judas had been with Jesus three years, following Him, watching the miracles, listening to the teachings.  How do you think He was able to turn and betray Jesus?
· he held a cynical attitude the whole time
· he refused to believe in who Jesus really was
· maybe he saw the occasional pettiness of the other disciples (arguing who was the greatest)
· he had a love for money that superseded his love for Jesus
· he was influenced by Satan 

What specific things can we do to avoid falling into Satan’s trap of temptation to betray Jesus?
· to continue on in awe of who Jesus is, what He has done for us
· daily commit to place Jesus on the throne of my life
· be sensitive to His warnings through the indwelling Holy Spirit
· tell Him your feelings, your discouragement, your inability to deal with daily problems
· know that His power is sufficient
· be in daily communication with Him
· read God’s Word and apply it to your life … daily
· talk to God in prayer … more than just recite a list of people with illnesses


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Observe. 
· Pay attention to those who have the responsibility of serving you. 
· Create a list of the ways Jesus has sent others to serve you and thank Him for those people and ways. 
· Take the initiative to express your gratitude to those who serve you.

Serve. 
· Ask God to put one person on your heart whom you can serve this week.

Share. 
· Ask God to put one person on your heart who has not experienced the cleansing of Jesus.
· Share with that person how Jesus has forgiven you. 
Fallen Phrases Puzzle

[image:  William Shakespeare][image: ]Alas! What grievous mischief hath befallen thy churchly sign! Some vile and knavish rogue hath set upon it, a nd struck a goodly half the letters from their places. Downward they have tumbled, straight unto the ground, yet in such vertical disorder that no man may tell their proper rank. We beseech thee, good friends, lend us thy aid! Restore these fallen letters to their rightful places ere Wednesday’s holy activities do commence. And when this troublesome riddle hath been resolved, bear word unto the pastoral staff, that they may know the sign hath been restored and the villainy undone!  Take heart, behold, thou canst find help (and sundry other edifying exercises) at https://tinyurl.com/3nrvmdhw 
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