11/1/2026	Last Supper Teachings Part 2
1. Motivate

What people, things, or experiences in life bring you comfort and peace of mind?
· coffee
· chocolate
· best friend
· reading the Psalms
· quiet music
· worship choruses 
· a good night’s sleep
· working out, exercising
· a cup of hot tea

2. Transition

Today we look at the ministries of the Holy Spirit.
· One of the  Greek words used to describe His role can be translated “Comforter”
· We also will see “Counselor” and “Advocate”

3. Bible Study

3.1 Obedience Guided by the Spirit

Listen for terms Jesus uses to describe the Holy Spirit.

John 14:16-17, 26 (NIV)   And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. … 26  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
What words or terms did Jesus use to describe the Holy Spirit?
· Counselor
· Comforter
· Spirit of Truth
· Advocate

Note the first two terms (from different translations of the Scriptures) … “Counselor” and “Comforter” … How are these compatible? How could they be the translation of the same word from the Greek?
· someone who advises you
· especially in times of trouble or where you have a problem
· spiritual counsel and encouragement
· original meaning is “someone called along side as an advocate”

Note the use of the adjective “another” Comforter … why did Jesus say “another”?
· Jesus had been with them some three years
· He was their counselor, guide, teacher, encourager
· Now he was physically leaving them
· They needed someone else to be with them in the same way that He had been with them – another comforter

According to the passage, why does the world not  know the Spirit – why do they have difficulty in understanding His existence?
· They have not received Christ as their personal Savior
· They are in a state of unbelief
· Only believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit
· With belief/trust in God comes a spiritual perspective which can be made aware of the Spirit’s presence

 Not unlike the fact that AM, FM, Bluetooth, cell tower, and Satellite radio waves are all around us – only when the proper receiver and amplifier are present can we become aware of their presence and what they are communicating.

	Why do believers have difficulty depending on the Holy Spirit?
	What needs to happen to overcome these difficulties?

	· ignorance … some of us just don’t know – Paul wrote in Romans 6, “Know ye not …?”
· Lack of faith – the difference between knowing a fact and receiving and applying the Truth to our own lives
· Excessive dependence on our own skills, our own resources

	· read, study, apply the Truth about the Holy Spirit’s presence and ministry in our lives
· Tell God your struggle, confess it, ask Him to increase your faith, Mark 9:24 "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"  
· Realize, confess the inadequacy of your own strength – receive the enabling power of the Holy Spirit



 Note how this parallels our salvation experience 
· We can do nothing about our sin, Jesus substitutionary death provides our forgiveness 
· We must confess, repent, receive it in faith.

3.2 Peace through the Comforter

Listen for things that the Holy Spirit does that Jesus did.

John 14:27-31 (NIV)   Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  [28] "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. [29] I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. [30] I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, [31] but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

When unbelievers feel anxious, what do they often turn to for peace?
· comfort food
· alcohol, other substance abuse
· talk shows like Dr. Phil, “How’s that working for you?”
· their emotional support pet or service animal
· when you worry, when you doubt, run in circles, scream and shout

Consider John 14:27 (NLT2)  “I am leaving you with a gift—-peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.  How did Jesus describe the difference between His peace and the world’s peace?
· it is a gift
· it is peace of mind
· peace of heart
· keeps you from being troubled or afraid
· the world cannot give this kind of peace

Note the extent of the peace that Jesus has given us.
· Peace with God (as sinners we are at odds with God)
· Peace with ourselves – we struggle with guilt of sin
· Peace with one another – no longer are we in competition – as believers we are members of one Body, the Body of Christ … the church

How can we experience the peace Jesus has given us?
· confession – agreeing with God we are sinners
· repentance – turning away from that sinfulness, turning to God
· receiving by faith the forgiveness accomplished by Jesus’ death and resurrection
· ongoing trust and submission to Christ as Lord of our lives

What concerns trouble you or cause you to fear?
· worry about how to handle the future
· fear that needs will not be met
· running out of money
· running out of patience

How should we deal with the fear in our lives?
· tell God about your fears
· ask Him to take over the problem
· look for God’s promises of His sufficiency

3.3 The Spirit Our Advocate

Listen for another task of the Spirit.

John 16:7-11 (NIV)  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  8  When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  9  in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  10  in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;  11  and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

What advantage would come to the disciples only if Jesus went away to the Father? 
· Jesus had been alongside the disciples for these 3 years of training
· He knew the Body of Believers, the Church would grow exponentially
· As a human, he was limited to time and space … could not be everywhere with everyone at once
· Contrast that with the presence of the Spirit of God who could (and IS) everywhere with every believer 

Note the work of the Holy Spirit Jesus introduced and to three areas He applied it.
· Convict/convince the world of sin
· the sin of unbelief
· Convince of righteousness
· only through the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives can we live lives of righteousness
· we live righteously as a result of our salvation, not to earn salvation
· Convince of judgment
· Satan is already judged, condemned
· he is a defeated enemy
· we are set free from his power

What are some other words your translations use for convict?  What are some other synonyms?
· reprove, convince, to shame, to blame, to expose, to accuse
· Note again: the concept of the legal advisor … this time as a prosecutor

Why is it a positive thing to be convicted (convinced) of your sin?
· then we are convinced that we must deal with the problem
· we must confess, repent, receive forgiveness
· then we can be set free from the load of guilt
· we also learn we can be set free from the power of sin – through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application

Believers experience the presence of God in our lives
· This week when you read God’s Word, ask the Holy Spirit to make it plain to you
· Be sensitive to God speaking to you during the preaching and teaching each Sunday
· Ask God to empower you by His Spirit to live a victorious Christian life

The world today is looking for peace
· No Jesus  no peace … Know Jesus  know peace
· Pray for neighbors, family members who have no peace with God
· Trust God for personal peace this week when you are troubled

Devotional exercise
· Write out the answer to the question “If someone asked you why you choose to live the Christian life what would you tell them?”
· Explain how they could begin living in a personal relationship with God
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Humphl Well . i¥' been a whilel T suppoze you are al up to date on your book

reports (not). These are words from your Bible Study passage. You would do well

o read that Scripture fo see them in context. Humph! This week the words go

Ieft to right. top down, and diagonal (both NE and SE). So nothing backwards. Can

you find all the words before that other class> We'll see.





