3/1/2026	The Testimony of John the Baptist
1. Motivate

What are some ways we display what we like the most?
· drive the new car around town – cruise it
· show pictures of new grandchild, new house, new car, new boat, etc.
· hang mounted big game head or prize winning fish
· wear my bling – diamonds, gold, etc.
· show up in my new outfit
· have an obnoxious ring tone so everyone sees me pull out the latest smart phone
· invite folks over to watch the big game on my giant TV
· play my car sound system really loud so people hear it at every stop light
· my office has lots of pictures of me with very important people

2. Transition

Most of us naturally like to impress others with how important we are
· We like to exalt ourselves … but …
· As stated by John the Baptist, Christ-centered living chooses to exalt Christ, not self.
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  Watch it at https://tinyurl.com/bdnbbbau .   If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/2m6ne4n9 

3. Bible Study

3.1 John the Baptist’s Identity Pointed Toward Jesus

Listen for Q and A.

John 1:19-23 (NIV)  Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20  He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." 21  They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" He answered, "No." 22  Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23  John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'"

Why was John the Baptist an unexpected messenger? 
· he was counter culture
· scruffy guy out in the boondocks 
· preaching an in your face message
· he was the warm up messenger, not the main messenger

What are some unexpected ways God might speak to us today?
· for our culture, dreams and/or visions
· new believers from unexpected sources – big tough NFL stars
· someone without a national audience
· the death of someone like Charlie Kirk

What did John get asked?   How did he answer?
	Questions
	Responses

	· Who are you?
· Are you Elijah?
· Are you the prophet?
· Who are you … what do you say about yourself?

· Why do you baptize?
	· I am not the Christ
· I am not
· No
· I’m the voice calling in the desert, “Make straight the way for the Lord”
· I baptize with water, but the one coming after me is far greater than me



Why do you think John the Baptist used the idea of being “the voice” to describe his role?
· points to the issue of communication
· his job was to make people aware of the coming Messiah
· he was not the miracle worker, was not wanting to draw attention to himself
· he was like the people who go ahead of an important dignitary, making sure that everything is in readiness for that person’s imminent arrival
[image: ]
What does it mean to seek your identity in Christ?
· not trying to push or promote your own image or popularity
· seek to put Jesus first in your life – whether it makes you either more popular or less popular … Jesus is first
· you focus on what Jesus said, what He did
· not so much to mimic Jesus, rather to seek to know Him better
· a life of obedience, submission to Jesus

What difference does seeking your identity in Christ make in everyday life? 
· you demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit
· you will demonstrate love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control
· people will see you as being different, unique (holy) than the general population
· you will seek to obey Christ, you will spend time with Him

3.2 John The Baptist’s Ministry Pointed Toward Jesus

Listen for a contrast.

John 1:24-28 (NIV)  Now some Pharisees who had been sent 25  questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26  "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 27  He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 28  This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.




How did John the Baptist’s baptism point toward Jesus?
· he deflected the notion of his own popularity, notoriety, significance 
· noted the difference between his water baptism (for repentance) and Jesus’ significance
· declared his own unworthiness, implying Jesus being worthy of praise and glory 

What do you think is the significance of the phrase “whose sandal strap I’m not worthy to untie”?
· removing shoes and washing feet of guests was job of lowest servant (stinky job)
· John says that the contrast between him and the one following him is so great that he is even lower than that lowest servant
· the one coming is far greater than anyone they’ve ever known of
· of course, the One coming is God Himself .. infinitely superior to John !

Identify the ways John lifted up the Christ and at the same time highlighted his own unworthiness. 
· there is someone else among you that you do not yet know
· He is coming after me … I’m only the “warm up” act
· I’m not even worthy to take off His shoes (in that culture, a task for a very lowly ranked servant)

Are there ways to serve God vocationally even if you are not in full-time ministry?  How can we be the “warm up act” for people learning about the Good News of salvation?
· living a life of kindness, joy, peace … (again the Fruit of the Spirit)
· you will be unique in your specific culture, your context
· you can have a platform for pointing people to Christ
· people will be prepared to receive the message of salvation … whether you have the opportunity to share it or it happens from some other source

How could you surrender your vocational service, inside or outside of the home, as a place for Christ to rule and reign? 
· pray for opportunities to be salt and light in the context of family, neighborhood, vocation
· pray specifically for people in this circle – not only their salvation, but other needs as well
· be open to ministering, helping, go out of your way to perform unsolicited acts of kindness
· invite them to your home for a meal, for just an evening of fellowship and fun
· see https://www.joshhunt.com/give-friday-nights-to-jesus/ 

How do we confess/communicate/declare Christ’s superiority over us today?
· tell Him so as we pray
· praise and worship Him in corporate worship
· submit to Him 
· obey Him
· serve Him
· declare this to others … tell them of His power and authority and
3.3 John The Baptist’s Testimony Pointed Toward Jesus.

Listen for an introduction.

John 1:29-34 (NIV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31  I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel." 32  Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33  I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."

What two titles did John the Baptist ascribe to Jesus? 
· Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world
· this is The Son of God

How are they both important to understand Him rightly?
	Lamb of God
	Son of God

	· speaks to the sacrifices made in Jewish worship
· lamb was sacrificed for spiritual cleansing
· had to be a perfect, unblemished animal
· people’s sins required judgment of death
· lamb was the one who died in place of the person/family
	· the very expression of God come as a human
· recall John’s use of the Logos/Word
· Immanuel – “God with Us”
· He would also be the ultimate Sacrificial Lamb



What are the “sins of the world”?   What does Jesus do with the sins of the world?  
· all of my sins, your sins, all the sins of every person
· all the sins of all people of all time … all piled on Jesus
· He was the Lamb who died sacrificially and took the punishment for all these sins
· as sinful individuals we deserve the penalty of death … Christ took that penalty upon Himself in our place

John had a personal experience with Jesus and that was important.  Why is a personal testimony so powerful?
· it is your personal experience
· someone might disagree with your opinions but they cannot deny your experience
· “this is what happened to me … I was there”
· not unlike a courtroom testimony … “this is what I saw, this is what was said”

 

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]
Application
Where do you need to apply John’s words, “He must become greater, I must become less”? 
· In your finances
· In your family
· With your co-workers

Take a personal inventory of yourself.
· Determine who or what your life points to. 
· Consider the steps you need to take to place the focus of your life rightfully on Jesus.
[image: Headphones and Cassette Tape Player]
Write out your testimony.
· Express it in a way that keeps all the focus on Jesus. 
· Pray for an opportunity to share your testimony.
Double Puzzle


[image: ][image: ]*Good morning.*  Your mission, should you choose to accept it, involves two coded message scripts transmitted independently from a covert house church operating inside the Middle Eastern protectorate of Jithecoast.  Both were delivered to the Baptist Consulate in Constantinople under deep cover. The senders claim direct descent from John the Baptist and insist their lineage carries not just blood, but a truth meant to be shared beyond their borders.  Your task is to recover that message. The scrambled key words are drawn from John 1:19–34 (NIV).  Reassemble the letters, then use the numerical markers to decode their full meaning.  When the message is clear, pass it to your outreach committee without delay.  As always, should you or any member of that church be compromised, this organization will disavow all knowledge of your actions.   Technical assistance and further clandestine activities are found at https://tinyurl.com/2m6ne4n9       *This tape will self-destruct.*
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