11/15/2026	Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer
1. Motivate

How can a group of people have different personalities, opinions, and abilities and still be genuinely united? What holds them together?
· an important goal
· in a military battle, it could be just keeping alive
· realizing that the different personalities and abilities can handle the different aspects of the situation to bring success for the group
· could be united in some way outside of their differences
· the goal
· survival in a dangerous situation
· united by their relationship with the Lord
· having a good leader who delegates and encourages

2. Transition

Jesus was soon to return to heaven.
· He prayed to energize the disciples to begin the church 
· He prayed for a few dozen people to eventually grow world wide
· God answered their prayer … we are part of the answer to His prayer

3. Bible Study

3.1 Obedient Surrender

Listen for what is eternal life.

John 17:1-5 (NIV)  After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2  For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4  I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

To what was Jesus referring with the phrase the hour is come? 
· the crucifixion was coming soon
· the culmination of Jesus’ ministry of redemption was approaching
· He was about to complete the work the Father gave Him

Why is it significant that Jesus prayed before His arrest and crucifixion? 
· stressful, painful, horrifying time
· would be separated from the Father (spiritual death)
· worst punishment possible (will be what sinners experience in hell)
· He knew and feared the experience

What else might He have done instead?
· abandoned His redemptive action
· left us sinners ALL go to hell
· tried to get the Father to find a different way
· use His power to become the political/military version of the Messiah people expected

How did Jesus reframe the idea of eternal life in verse 3?
· know the Father
· know the only True God
· know Jesus personally 
· personal relationship with the very Creator God of the Universe
· more than just “eternal existence”

What request does Jesus ask of the Father? 
· glorify Your Son
· so that Your Son will glorify You

For what purpose did the Father send the Son to dwell among all flesh? 
· so that we can know God
· Jesus was/is God among us – Immanuel 
· He would live a perfect life in a sinful world
· He would be the perfect Sacrificial Lamb to die in our place 
· to take upon Himself the punishment for the sinful people we are

What does it mean to glorify God in our lives? How can we bring glory to God?
· trust, belief, faith – to receive the message of salvation through Jesus Christ as Truth for you personally
· submission to God
· obedience, service, ministry
· allow God to live and work through our lives
· to allow God’s Spirit to demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit through us
· to be light and salt to a dark and hurting world
· involvement in the Great Commission … taking the Good News of salvation to all peoples

3.2 Prayer for Protection and Unity

Listen for a word repeated 3 times.

John 17:15 - 20  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19  For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 20  "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,


Who does Jesus say He is praying for?
· not just for disciples alone
· also for those who will believe in the future, (that’s us)

What are the prayer requests this time?
· that all of them will be one (as Jesus and God the Father are unified)
· may their unity show the world of the reality of who Jesus is
· the unity of the believers will let the world know of Jesus love

Why would Jesus pray for believers to remain in the world rather than being removed from it? 
· Jesus would be returning to the Father
· the disciples would be living in the world
· even though the world would hate them (because they were Jesus’ believers and followers
· Jesus was sending them into the world
· they were to be sanctified, separate from the world,  yet living and working in the world

What does this tell us about our purpose?
· not to just live a life as a recluse or hermit
· we are to live among unbelievers and communicate the Good News by words and actions
· we are to demonstrate who Jesus is
· we are to communicate the Gospel message

How does the truth of God lead to our sanctification?
· we learn the Truth of who God is
· we learn what He has accomplished
· we experience His presence in our lives through the indwelling Holy Spirit
· we learn of His power and authority and love that are at work in our Lives
· all of this makes us sanctified –  distinct (different, separate from) unbelievers

How does dissention and division among believers hinder belief in Jesus?
· unbelievers see no difference between themselves and people who claim to know Jesus
· if something doesn’t help you or make you a better person, why embrace it
· it misrepresents all of who Jesus is and what He wants to do in people’s lives

Jesus prayed for unity, not uniformity.  What’s the difference?   Why is the distinction important in thinking of Jesus’ prayer?
· unity is to be united in our efforts to live for God and reach the world for Christ
· uniformity is that we all do things the same way, have exactly the same beliefs and values
· uniformity is not needed, and in fact is probably not a good thing
· better to have a variety of ways to take the Gospel to the world
· even variety of denominations that appeals to different personalities and cultures and sub-cultures is a good thing

3.3 Unified Witness

Listen for our role in communicating God’s love.

John 17:24-26 (NIV)  "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  25  "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  26  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."

What was another desire Jesus expressed to the Father? What was the reason?
· He wanted His followers to be with Him
· wanted them to see His glory – grandeur, wonder, power, authority
· to experience God’s love – the Father’s love for His Son, Jesus
· to experience God’s love for them as believers

How can believers receive more of the Father’s love? 
· daily communication with God
· reading, thinking about, and obeying God’s Words in Scripture
· submitting to God’s indwelling Spirit
· daily trusting God’s provision, supply, guidance

How has prayer deepened your connection with God? 
· personal communication with the very God of the universe
· we can enter into His presence at any time … like walking into the “Oval Office of Heaven”
· we experience His answers to prayer
· we see Him open and close doors of opportunity as He guides us

What are some ways we can help others know and experience the love of God?
· share the Good News of Salvation
· pray for people who need Jesus in their lives
· pray for those who take the Gospel to people in other cultures
· support financially the work of missions
· participate in mission trips
· be willing to send our children and grandchildren to serve God wherever He leads them

How might verse 24 refer not only to our existence in heaven but also to our life here and now on earth?
· “be with me” can mean our daily walk and fellowship with Jesus
· we can observe the glory of who Jesus is and his power at work in our daily lives right now
· in a sense that power might be demonstrated even more in the midst of a sinful world – enabling us to live separate and righteous lives
· we experience Jesus love for us right now – knowing of His redeeming work on the cross and the new life He creates within us daily Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application

Note what Jesus prayer was not for … it was not for
· Comfort, prosperity, freedom from suffering, worldly success
· The  prayer was for , spiritual protection, sanctification, unity, effectiveness
· Consider how your prayers reflect Jesus desires or your own

Consider praying based on Scripture
· Today’s passage provides prayer requests we could make for ourselves
· We could pray these things for our church … for believers worldwide

For meditation this week, consider the following questions
· How can we get out into the world more when we are already so busy in the church?
· How can we be more distinctive in the world without coming across as legalistic?
· How can we work toward unity in our church and among the churches in our community?
Crossword Puzzle
Clues and Words taken from John 17:1-26 (NIV)
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