1. Motivate

How do people usually react when they meet a celebrity? Why?
	How people act
	Why

	· cheer
· become tongue tied
· ask for an autograph
· stare
· follow around
· want to shake their hand
· declare our “devotion”
· take a picture (with the celebrity)
	· admiration
· nervous in the presence of greatness
· want a personal contact to take with
· want to see up close and personal
· let them know our appreciation and awe




2. Transition

Today   we look at people who meet Jesus … a celebrity … a King
· see how they react,  how they treat a king
· we will consider how we should respond to Jesus as a king

3. Bible Study

3.1 Worship in Jesus’ Presence

Listen for a cheer.

John 12:12-13 (NIV)   The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13  They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!"

Many people were gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover.  What did the people do to welcome Jesus as He entered Jerusalem, riding on a donkey?
· crowd gathered
· took palm branches to wave
· shouted “Hosanna” (a term of praise, means “save now”)
· shouted  "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"
· shouted "Blessed is the King of Israel!"

Consider this video featuring the song “Hosannah” by Michael W. Smith

Note also that their waving of palm branches expressed joy … palm trees symbolized spiritual vigor and righteousness.


Note that “Hosanna” means “Save now, we pray!”  What are some of the things from which Jesus has set us free that should cause us to celebrate?
· penalty of sin
· power of sin
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· 
· anger
· lust
· guilt
· addictions
· bad habits
· fear
· 
· eventually, the very presence of sin

Note the title they ascribed to Him … “King of Israel” … what kind of king did they hope for?
· a warrior king
· a king that would lead the nation to overthrow Roman domination
· a political king, 
· a military leader

How do people today respond when they do find themselves in the presence of the King, Jesus?
· some deny Him the opportunity to rule
· some will defy Him
· many respond to His love with faith and trust
· many worship Him, praise Him with singing
· some will respond by making Him King of their lives

How is the response of a crowd sometimes different or more extreme than the response of an individual to a person or a situation?
· response of a crowd somehow gathers “momentum”
· people will join in with an enthusiasm that seems contagious
· groups of people do things, say things that they might not do or say as individuals
· you gain an anonymity in the crowd … you can shout and holler and it is part of what’s happening … you are not singled out for acting extreme

How might this detract from your personal relationship to Christ on a day by day basis?  Why is a one-on-one relationship with Christ more important than how we act in a crowd?
· easy to be “spiritual” by joining in with the spiritual crowd
· you can raise your hands, close your eyes, sing with abandon in a praise and worship time … 
· then ignore God’s personal direction on a day by day basis
· Jesus wants our personal adoration, awe, submission 

Consider the fact that recognizing Jesus as one’s King removes all fear of His coming.
· the Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules
· if He is ruling in my life, I have no fear of His presence




3.2 Jesus, the Humble King

Listen for a parade float.

John 12:14-16 (NIV)   Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 15  "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." 16  At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him.

There was no float!  Most kings would have wanted to come into town in a fancy chariot (a float) or on a big white horse … why do you think Jesus chose a donkey?
· fulfilled a prophecy
· demonstrated that His kingship was not a military or political one
· stressed more of peace, less of violent conquering
· stress peace and humility

Why do you think the disciples didn’t understand the significance of this.
· they still had the concept of a military or political Messiah
· probably didn’t make the connection with the Old Testament reference
· they may have been confused with the spontaneous response of the people cheering and waving palm branches

Why is it difficult according to human perspective to embrace a King (or any leader) who comes in humility rather than a show of power?
· when we vote, we choose someone who shows leadership qualities
· they should have some charisma, hutzpah, boldness
· in today’s world prospective leaders will try to make the biggest show and present 

What are some examples where we can be reluctant to allow Jesus to take His rightful place as King in our lives? 
· you think you know a better way
· when God’s will and your will diverge, go in separate directions
· you have wants that don’t align with what God sees as needs
· you don’t want to do something that God wants you to do
· you don’t want to surrender to what you know is God’s will for you – “it’s too hard”

Where might God be working in ways as “King of your life” that don’t meet your expectations—but still require your trust?
· finances, the economy
· an illness in the family
· dealing with a strong-willed child or a wayward child
· a family member that is an unbeliever
· a family member that has some sort of disability
3.3  Same Evidence, Different Responses

Listen for opposite responses.

John 12:17-19 (NIV)   Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18  Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 19  So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!"

Why do you think the people who had witnessed Lazarus being raised from the dead were so eager to tell others about Jesus?
· you don’t see people revived from the dead every day
· that was a big deal
· they saw He had the power over death

The crowd responded by coming to meet Jesus, while the Pharisees responded very differently. What differences do you see in their responses?
	Crowd’s Response
	Pharisee’s Response

	· were still talking about Lazarus’ resurrection
· was still on their minds
· that was a big deal
· they saw Jesus had the power over death
	· afraid the “whole world” would go after Jesus
· they were in fear of losing their jobs
· afraid of losing power, popularity, status



What are some ways people today can encounter evidence about Jesus but respond very differently to it?
· unwilling to believe He even existed
· conclude that the Bible is just a bunch of stories that someone made up
· adopt the “cafeteria” approach to Scripture … believe some of it, reject other parts
· boils down to the fact that if the accept what God’s Word says, they must change their lives … and they don’t want to do that

Assuming you have responded positively to the evidence and placed your trust in Jesus, how can you follow the example of the people who were talking about Lazarus?
· continue to spread the word that Jesus saves
· share the Truth about Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection
· tell your story about how that has changed your life
· what God has done for you becomes a prominent, well known fact to people around you
· become involved in sharing God’s Truth around the world

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application
Remember
· When has God fulfill a promise in your life, especially in a way you did not expect?
· Make a list of promises fulfilled.
· Thank God for His faithfulness

Anticipate
· Are you currently waiting on God in a specific way?
· Claim His promises.
· Remember that He might be working differently than you imagine.

Crown Him King
· What is a situation in your life where do you need to trust Jesus as King—not just celebrate Him as Savior? 
· Tell the Lord you want Him to be King in that circumstance.
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Crossword Puzzle
Words and Clues taken from John 12:12 – 19 (NIV)
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