3/15/2026	The Wedding at Cana
1. Motivate

Have you ever experienced something going wrong at a wedding? What happened? 
· someone in the wedding party fainted in front of everyone
· bride or groom were late in arriving
· the bride or groom forgot or couldn’t find the rings at that point in the ceremony
· when preacher asked, “"If anyone objects to this union, speak now or forever hold your peace".  Someone jumped up looked around and said,  “Oh … this is the wrong wedding”
· the cake got knocked over at the reception
· there was a fight or scramble when the bride tossed her bouquet
· caterer messed up somehow
· the minister got sick at the last minute, had to get a sub
· wedding was held outside the county for which the wedding license was written … had to go back to somewhere inside that county and go through the motions again

2. Transition

This lesson looks at something that went wrong in a wedding Jesus attended.
· Jesus steps in to solve the problem with a miracle.
· It happened unnoticed by many, but it was a demonstration of Jesus working in people’s lives ultimately for His glory.
A video introduction of the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/ya9hzvsw If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/6x2eu56h 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Followers Of Jesus Submit To His Authority

Listen for who points out the problem.

John 2:1-5 (NIV)  On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2  and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3  When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 4  "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." 5  His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."

At the wedding celebration, it was Jesus’ mother Mary who told him the host had run out of wine.  What did Jesus remind Mary when he replied?
· why do you involve me?
· My time has not  yet come

Why do you think she got Jesus involved?
· she knew He was a kind and capable person
· she knew of His divinity
· she probably had an initial realization of the power and authority He could demonstrate 


Why do you think Jesus seemed to hesitate to help?
· was not a physical healing problem
· was not a spiritual issue
· was mainly a social event faux pas
· not exactly a ministry problem
· this did not seem to be a good place to begin His ministry
· (did not have to do with abstinence from alcohol)
· was more of an embarrassing issue for the hosts of the wedding party

What did she do to demonstrate trust and understanding that He was more than merely the Son she had raised?
· she went to Him with the problem
· she more or less ignored his hints that this might not be the time and place to demonstrate His divine power
· she told the men to do whatever He told them to do

Why do we find it difficult to sometimes place our needs in Jesus’ hands and trust Him to do what is best?
· suffering sometimes skews or confuses our perception God’s (non) provision in the situation?
· we tend to focus on the problem
· we do not remember to see God as the solution
· we think the situation is too small for God’s attention (we doubt God’s omniscience and love)
· we think the situation is too big for God to handle (we doubt God’s power)
· we somehow lose the ability to trust God … who He says He is, what He says He can do

How does understanding Jesus’ mission help you see Him as more than a miracle worker or emergency responder?
· His mission was to redeem the world, to die on the cross to achieve our forgiveness
· His purpose is to make people’s lives whole again
· He wants to free men from the penalty and the power of sin
· far more important than finding us an empty parking place or helping us get over the flu 
· at the same time know that He loves us and wants to demonstrate His power and authority in all areas of our lives

What difference should this make in your prayers, attitudes and actions?
· be aware more of the needs of the Kingdom/rule of God
· praying more for people’s spiritual needs
· praying more for the salvation of folks we know
· aware more of your own spiritual condition – keeping close to God
· trust Him for power to live to His Glory


3.2 Followers of Jesus Experience His Power.

Listen for a quality miracle.

John 2:6-10 (NIV)  Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 7  Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. 8  Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." They did so, 9  and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10  and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now."

Note the physical difficulty about obeying Jesus’ commands.
· Would be from 120 – 180 gallons of water
· This is a total weight of 1000 – 1500 pounds to be carried or drawn up from a well

After all the difficulty of filling the water jugs, why might the servants be hesitant to take a sample of the contents to the master of ceremonies.
· they knew what went into the jars was water
· the MC would not be impressed with a cup of water when he knew they were out of wine
· this command didn’t seem to make any logical sense
· they would be the ones embarrassed, not Jesus 

What benefits did the servants receive from following Jesus’ command?
· they got to see the results of the miracle first hand
· they saw Jesus’ miracle in person

Some of the commands Jesus gives us are difficult.  What are the benefits to us or others?
	Difficult commands
	Benefits of obedience

	· Witness to people
· Take the gospel around the world
· Give tithes and offerings
· Love your neighbor as yourself
· Raise children to fear the Lord
	· people are saved
· God’s kingdom goes forward, our needs are met
· peace, joy
· children who grow up to honor God



How did Jesus’s miracle impact more than just the servants and the master of ceremonies?
· the bride and groom, their parents – seen as good hosts, saved them embarrassment 
· contributed to the joy and happiness of the occasion
· even though most folks didn’t realize a miracle had taken place … it “saved the day” 

How might Jesus do a miracle in someone else’s life and indirectly benefit you?
· encourage your faith
· if the healing was a family member
· give an opportunity to share God’s power and authority with others
3.3  Followers of Jesus Behold His Glory

Listen for the disciples’ response.

John 2:11-12 (NIV)  This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 12  After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.

According to the passage, what were the results of this miracle?
· Jesus revealed his glory
· his disciples put their faith in Him

What qualities of God do you think weighed heavily and shone brightly to the disciples as they observed Jesus?
· His concern for His mother’s wishes
· He wanted to help out his friends who were in an awkward situation
· He did the miracle quietly, without fanfare, with no expectation of remuneration or recognition
· He created something out of almost nothing

The disciples believed.  What things has Jesus accomplished in your life that have increased your faith in Him?
· provided financial needs
· worked out circumstances to the better
· answered prayers
· guided life decisions
· brought loved ones to salvation

How does Jesus reveal His glory to us today? 
· answers to prayer beyond what we ask or think
· draw people to Himself for salvation
· changed lives when they are saved
· provision for dire needs
· those who demonstrate peace in the midst of suffering

How should we respond to these revelations of God’s glory?
· praise
· worship
· celebration
· thanksgiving
· submission to His power and authority

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Family events such as weddings are personal and social celebrations, but they also should be sacred occasions
· When Jesus becomes involved in our life events, something special and unexpected can happen
· Invite Jesus’ special presence and power to your events this week

It is easy to be unaware of the miracles that go on about us.
· Following Jesus opens up our lives to special and exciting blessings
· Look for God at work in your daily life – He’s there!

God revealed His glory in the person of Jesus, His one and only Son
· The disciples faith had an initial start, but it grew as they saw Jesus’ ongoing ministry
· Allow God to dynamically grow your faith each dayCryptogram Puzzle

[image: ]Our agents of MI6 have received a coded message from our valiant operatives in Cairnu Vangabia—borne from the underground church that gathers in secrecy and steadfast courage. They send it to the churches of the West as a beacon to strengthen our faith. Our decoders, alas, are absent on a bank holiday, and so we call upon our American allies to lend their industrious hand. Use the key from our secret files, match numbers to letters, and deliver the deciphered words to your chairman of prayer.  Let us answer this appeal with the resolve that has long united our nations.  Reliable sources indicate help and further fun Family Activities can be found at https://tinyurl.com/6x2eu56h 
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