10/11/2026	True Glory
1. Motivate

What are some ways our culture tries to preserve legacy? A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/5frxwmcp  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/mv6cw3ah  

· donate to a cause that promises to include your name on a plaque
· train children, grandchildren to have your traditions and values
· compete for a trophy or award
· post all your college diplomas in your office
· fund a specific ministry
· teach valuable practical skills to younger generations
· research to build a family tree
· record audio or video interviews detailing life experiences
· write a legacy journal or letters sharing personal wisdom
· label and organize family photo albums with names and dates
· compile family recipe books featuring dishes and memories

2. Transition

Today we note Jesus did not preserve His legacy through monuments or endowments.
· Jesus left a legacy of sacrifice.
· Jesus taught that true life comes through surrender.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Surrender, Not Self-Preservation

Listen for how we follow Jesus.

John 12:23-26 (NIV)   Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24  I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25  The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26  Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

How was Jesus’ path to glory contrary to what most Jews usually thought?
· the Jews anticipated the Messiah to be a heroic military and/or political leader
· He would throw off Roman domination
· He would restore Israel to a powerful, prosperous, and influential kingdom

 The reality was that Jesus came as a suffering servant (Isaiah 53) who would end up dying – and rising again from death



According to Jesus, what attitude and actions constitute true discipleship?
· submission to God
· give up running your own life
· set aside your own gain in order to give of yourself to accomplish good for others
· follow Jesus – note our earlier discussion about what it means to follow Jesus

How do we too often “love” our own lives?
· pamper ourselves, spend on ourselves
· put our own desires and interests ahead of God’s plans for us
· ignore what God wants, do what I want
· I run my life, no one else does … not even God
· my interests are more important to me that God is 

How does Jesus want us to hate our lives? 
· put God first in your life, His desires and plans are most important to you
· deny self-desires
· submit to God’s control and direction in your life
· give of time, talent, and treasure to God’s purposes, God’s Kingdom

What would you tell someone about the challenges and benefits of following Christ?
	Challenges
	Benefits

	· give up many worldly pleasures
· tithing
· live a life of purity
· tempted to be angry
· tempted with ice cream, cookies, other “substance” abuse
	· eternal life
· peace with God now
· God’s encouraging presence of the Holy Spirit in one’s life
· help and encouragement of the Body of Christ, fellow believers
· we find that the things we give up don’t matter all that much – especially long term




3.2 Human Glory, Spiritual Blindness

Listen for spiritual blindness.

John 12:37-42 (NIV)   Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. 38  This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: "Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 39  For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 40  "He has blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn--and I would heal them." 41  Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him. 42  Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue;

According to this passage, why did some people refuse to believe in Jesus? 
· God had blinded their eyes,  deadened their hearts
· they couldn’t “see” or understand Truth
· didn’t realize God wanted to heal them

It sounds like they were destined or forced not to believe.  But …
· Note parallel passage in Matt. 13:15 adds “For this people’s heart has become calloused... They have closed their own eyes."
· God's blinding is a judicial response to their persistent refusal to believe
· If you continuously reject the light of truth, your spiritual capacity to see that truth is destroyed.
· God "blinds" them by letting them have exactly what they wanted—a reality without His truth.

Actually, verse 42 shows that they did have a choice. Why didn’t the leaders who did believe in Jesus admit their faith?
· fear of what the Pharisees would say or do
· afraid they would be put out of the synagogue
· would be ostracized not only for religious purposes, but also socially and economically
· could be cut off from family, friends, neighbors
· you could lose a job, your clients, the ability to legally and commercially function
· lose of high social status, authority, prestige

How can people see the work of Jesus in others’ lives and still not believe in Him?
· ignore the testimony of changed lives
· attribute the changes to “positive thinking” or “good counseling”
· consider that the improved person just “pulled himself up by his bootstraps”
· it was good luck
· most people are basically good … they just found that “goodness” and went with it

Where do you experience the tension between pleasing people and honoring God?
· co-workers who reject Truth, claim to be atheists or agnostics
· woke culture – want you to be tolerant but they don’t tolerate what you believe in
· current gender confusion
· rejection of Christian principles of living
· secular world view vs. Biblical world view

What consequences might a Christian face for publicly admitting faith in Jesus? 
· made fun of
· rejected
· such a person might lose credibility with co-workers
· could be censured, forbidden for expressing Christian ideals
3.3 Believing and Obeying Jesus

Listen for comments on belief.

John 12:44-50 (NIV)   Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45  When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. 46  I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 47  "As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. 48  There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. 49  For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50  I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."

What does Jesus say about Himself in verse 44? What does believing in Jesus also mean?
· believing in Christ is also believing in God the Father
· God the Father sent His Son to this world
· God became a man and lived as 100% human but still 100% God
· He was/is part of the Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Why do you think Jesus describes Himself as the “light” in verse 46? What does light do for us?
· in science, darkness is the absence of light
· spiritually, darkness is the absence of Truth about God
· when Jesus came as God on earth, He came to be spiritual light
· Jesus brings God’s Truth
· He shows His love, His power, His authority

When Jesus says, “He that believeth on me,” what does genuine belief in Jesus involve besides simply knowing that He exists?
· receive what Jesus said and did as Truth
· believe He was/is the Son of God – God with us – Emannuel 
· believe he lived a perfect life, died a substitutionary death for us sinners
· believe that He was raised from the dead
· receive all of that as Truth for you personally 
· receive Him as both Savior and Lord

Why does genuine belief in Jesus naturally affect the way a person lives?
· you will follow His teachings
· you know and submit to His presence in your life
· you live in such a way that demonstrates God’s presence
· God’s Holy Spirit living within you will produce/demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit
· you will become involved in promoting and spreading the Kingdom of God, the realm where God rules


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application
Think about it …
· Jesus said a grain of wheat must fall to the ground and die to produce much fruit.
· Other than your salvation, how have you seen this truth in your own life?
Who do you glorify?
· Jesus didn’t seek His own glory; but the Father’s. 
· What should the relationship between the Father, Son, and Spirit teach us about glorifying God versus self-glorification?
This week …
· What would it look like to live this week for God’s glory over your own?
· [image: ][image: ][image: ]How can you glorify God in the daily routine of your life? Double Puzzle
Mes amis, I have received, through our most discreet contacts in the Far East, a most intriguing communication from the believers of Ticngo Rialay. It consists of two parts, and I assure you, it is designed both to challenge the mind and to encourage the spirit. First, you must employ your powers of deduction and unscramble certain key words. These words are drawn from the Gospel of John 12:37-42 (NIV). Ah, but do not be careless! Each clue has its purpose. Once the words are correctly arranged, use the accompanying numbers to determine which letters belong in the squares of the hidden message. Normally, I might consult my good friend Captain Hastings. Alas, he is presently occupied with a golf tournament and is therefore unavailable for matters requiring the finer exercise of the intellect. Thus, I turn to you. Use your little grey cells, my friends. Solve the puzzle, discover the message, and then share its encouragement with your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Bonne chance! I have every confidence that you will succeed.  Should you need the assistance, help can be found (with the Crossword) at https://tinyurl.com/mv6cw3ah 
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