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Holy

1. Motivate

When have you seen something that would be considered “one of a kind”?
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a piece of artwork by a legendary master

· a hole in one at a golf match on TV

· a record catch on a deep sea fishing adventure

· video of a giant wave hitting a ship

· a vintage car going down the road

· a piece of custom jewelry

· a 65 yard field goal

· a hockey goal shot by the goalie from the other end  of the ice

· the original copy of the declaration of independence

· the Hope diamond at the Smithsonian

· Fonzie’s leather jacket at the Smithsonian

2. Transition

Our “one of a kind” examples might not all be exactly the only one in existence.
· Even identical twins have differences

· However God is distinct from and above absolutely everything else.
· He is not just “one of a kind” … we say He is HOLY.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Creator without Equal
Listen for a rhetorical question.
Isaiah 40:25-26 (NIV)  "To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 26  Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.
Though stated as a question, what is the implied truth found in verse 25?
· we cannot compare anyone or anything to God

· comparisons enumerate how things are alike

· no one or no thing is like God

· no one is His equal 
Where did Isaiah direct the readers to look to see evidence of the majesty of God? 
· look to the heavens

· consider where all those stars came from – who created them

· God created them, numbers them, calls them by name

What is some of that evidence? 
· His mighty power and strength keeps them in place

· none of them stray off and go missing

How do these verses affirm that God is holy and in what way?
· no other “power” or being could have accomplished the creation of the universe

· it didn’t just happen

· He has the power to create them out of nothing, to bring them into existence

· He established the laws of physics that keep them in place, keep the burning of the star going

When was a time you felt in awe of our Creator?  

· viewing the stars through a telescope

· watching the movement of the ocean waves

· seeing the beauty of spring flowers – large fields of flowers – small intricate gardens

· seeing the fall leaves in full color

· viewing the majestic mountains

If God created and knows the stars by name, how does that give you assurance?

· knows each of us by name

· aware of what is going on in our lives

· has the power to work in our lives as we trust Him

· God is both creator and sustainer to keep things in place and moving in their correct paths

· He can guide our paths as well … we have the joy of following His guidance

· He can sustain us, provide our needs

3.2 Knowledge without Equal
Listen for descriptions of God’s omniscience.
Isaiah 40:27-28 (NIV)  Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God"?  28  Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.
 Which of the people’s complaints did the prophet challenge? 
· my way is hidden from the Lord

· God doesn’t see my situation

· I’m too small for God to pay attention to … He’s got the universe to keep in place and running

· God doesn’t care about little old me

· my cause is disregarded by God

· I’m not important enough for God to hear about my problems

Why did he suggest the people ought to know better?
· didn’t you hear about Him?

· don’t you know about Who He is, what He is like?

· Jehovah is The God Who IS (in contrast to them who ain’t)

· you must not have been paying attention

What are some attributes of God the prophet mentioned to remind them of the greatness of God? 
· creator

· He created everything … what you can see and what you cannot see

· He is at work everywhere … where you are and all the places you (and everyone else) is not

· God doesn’t grow tired or weary

· He is omniscient … He is all knowing

· we cannot even understand what He knows and how He knows it

· we don’t even know what we don’t know !!

How would each attribute help them overcome the doubts stated in verse 27? 
· if God is omniscient, then He does know my situation

· He does know my problems, my needs

· He does not  disregard what is going on in my life

· He is aware of little problems and big problems

· not only does He know, He does not disregard what is going on in events … locally, nationally, world wide

How do these verses affirm that God is holy and in what way? 

· He is the only one who has that knowledge, understanding, wisdom

· no one person or entity has the capacity to deal with … 

· our personal problems

· local civic issues

· local, national and world wide economics

· global weather changes

· spiritual issues, modern trends

When have you felt that God was unaware of your circumstances? 

· dealing with the pain of an illness – you’re so sick you have trouble communicating with God (or maybe anyone else)

· when you watch the craziness of current day politics and modern culture

· dealing with all the angst of your teenagers

· keeping up with the frantic schedule of your family

· wondering about the lack of wisdom of your adult children

· dealing with aging parents

What are the practical implications of God knowing everything about us? 

· when we cannot even articulate the problem or how we feel … God knows

· when there are events that are about to blindside us … God knows and cares

· God knows our weaknesses … He wants to and can enable and strengthen us

· God knows the road we’ve traveled, the good times, the missteps … He knows how to get us on the right track

3.3 Sustainer without Equal
Listen for how God sustains.
Isaiah 40:29-31 (NIV)  He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 30  Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31  but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
According to these verses, what does the Lord do with His power?
· gives strength to the weary, increases power of the weak

What is the key to exchanging weakness for divine strength?
· put your hope in the Lord

· trust God

· faith in God’s power and authority and love 
What analogies does the prophet use to describe the effectiveness of God’s strength within those who trust Him? 
· renew your strength

· soar on wings like eagles

· run and not grow weary, walk and not be faint

How do these verses affirm that God is holy and in what way? 

· only God can give strength to we who are weak

· we all have our limitations, but God has the power and authority and love for us to enable us to overcome

· God can and will empower those who trust him … politicians can’t , preachers can’t education can’t, money can’t

· God loves us more than we can understand … no one else can or will do so

What are some stumbling blocks that prevent us from trusting the Lord? 

· this is too big of a problem … even for God
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this is such a small problem, God doesn’t have time or inclination to help
(both of these are lies from the devil)

· lack of faith – we have become convinced God is unable, uninterested

· knowing and trusting God is not a priority in our lives

· we sometimes elbow God off the throne of our lives and take control

How has God proven Himself faithful in your life?
· provided a job at just the right time

· protected from injury in an accident 

· protected from the accident – the other car missed us by “that much”

· our child’s skin problem was take care of – God brought us to the right doctor who knew the right medication

· God made us aware of a problem and we avoided that investment/house/car/job
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God opened up a place in an assisted living facility for Mom at the right time, with the right qualifications, that fit the budget

Application
Application

Thank Him. 

· Thank God for His uniqueness and holiness. 

· Thank Him for His incredible power, infinite wisdom, and gracious sustaining work in your life. 

Trust Him. 

· Only God has the power and wisdom to save you, help you, and sustain you. 

· Consider any areas of life where you might have questioned Him or relied more on yourself. 

· Commit to trusting Him with all your life. 

Be holy. 

· God is holy, and He calls us to follow Him and be holy as well. 

· Commit to living a life set apart for Him. 

· Memorize 1 Peter 1:15-16: “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy’.”

A video introduction is available.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_9eczib5o" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_9eczib5o�


If you don’t have Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/wj8hcmx" �https://tinyurl.com/wj8hcmx�  





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Well, humph!  Some of you people need to “renew your strength.”  I see you growing “tired and weary.”  Find these words … they go up, down, right and left and diagonally.  If you wimp out, you can get help or find the crossword at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/wj8hcmx" �https://tinyurl.com/wj8hcmx�.   By the way, “no one can fathom” why you still haven’t done that book report!   Humph!  
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