1. Motivate

What are some moral issues in our culture today where there seems to be great confusion or disagreement?
8/31/2025	Integrity
· 
· abortion
· homosexuality
· honesty in business
· cheating on income tax reports
· civil disobedience
· faithfulness in marriage
· how to discipline children (physical punishment?  time out? withholding privileges?)
· obeying stupid traffic rules
· illegal downloads of software, music, movies


2. Transition

Consider the definition of integrity:  adherence to moral and ethical principles; soundness of moral character; honesty

Today we want to look at
· Why it is important to have integrity in your life
· We are called to be the same Christ-centered person no matter what the issue.

3. Bible StudyA video introduction to the Bible study is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/58k6u5y2   If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/3uhp6afy 


3.1 Pursue Goodness and Righteousness

Listen for how to treat others.

1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV)  Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10  For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 11  He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

List the ways are believers to act toward one another. 
· live together in harmony
· have sympathy for each other
· love as brothers
· have compassion
· live humbly 

Remember that musical harmony is when people sing different notes but still sound good together.  How does this apply to our personal relationships?
· we can each have different opinions, we can agree to disagree
· we can agree on basic and fundamental concepts yet respect one another’s views
How are believers to respond to those who intend evil toward them?
· don’t pay back for bad things done to you
· don’t try to get revenge 
· instead repay a bad deed with a good deed, a blessing

Why is it so hard to not repay evil with evil?
· we want revenge
· we want the other person to suffer the same thing or in the same degree that we did
· we have the constitutional right to sue their socks off!!

What advice from the Old Testament did Peter give?
· keep your tongue from evil – don’t say bad things
· keep your lips from deceitful speech – don’t lie
· turn away from evil, turn to doing good
· seek peace, pursue peace

What motivation does this Old Testament passage give for living this way?
· you will love life and see good days
· God watches and listens to the prayers of the righteous
· the face of the Lord is against those who do evil

Why are these teachings difficult to live out?
· you’d really like to tell someone off
· we’d rather take the attitude, “don’t get mad, get even” – we want revenge
· we want the other person to suffer the same thing or in the same degree that we did
· we have the constitutional right to sue their socks off!!
· hard to have compassion for people who are just stupid
· we really don’t want to try to be sympathetic with people when they do things we just plain don’t like
· hard to live like brothers with people who are just not nice
· if you’re nice to people who mistreat you, you’re afraid they will just take advantage of you

What concrete actions can we use to promote harmony?
· pray for those who aggravate you
· pray for God’s mercy and grace to be at work in and through you
· claim the Fruit of the Spirit – allow God to live those qualities out through your life … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control
· smile at people you meet

3.2 Centered in Christ’s Lordship

Listen for why to be encouraged.

1 Peter 3:13 – 15  (NIV)   Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

What did Peter write about suffering for what is right? 
· it might happen
· even if you suffer from the hands of men, God will reward you for doing right 
· don’t worry about suffering for doing right
· don’t be afraid of threats

Peter said, “do not fear what they fear.”  What do you suppose “they” fear?
· physical pain
· being wrong, losing face
· losing ground in their cause
· lose the respect of others
· to be humiliated or experience public disgrace.

Why is it more important to do right than to fear these things?
· in a spiritual sense, making right choices trumps everything else
· God is honored when we do right in the face of opposition
· God is in charge, God is sovereign … His cause will triumph
· we can trust God to accomplish His purposes for us, no matter what

When do sufferings and difficulties give us the opportunity to share our faith?
· people will wonder how we handle our problems
· we can share God’s sufficiency, God’s power at work
· [image: Symbols of a cross and a ladder

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]when we see someone else with a similar problem, we can share how God brought us through it

What is the meaning of “set apart Christ as Lord”?
· sanctify means set apart
· Christ is to be the Lord of your life
· you live by the teachings of Jesus
· you obey the Holy Spirit as He guides your attitudes and actions
· God is the “boss” of your life






3.3 Withstand Scrutiny or Criticism

Listen for why to keep a clear conscience.

1 Peter 3:16 - 17  (NIV)    keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17  It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

What are the positive outcomes hoped for as a result of doing the right thing and acknowledging Christ’s lordship?
· you keep a clear conscience
· those who slander you are proved wrong
· those who treat you maliciously will be shamed
· Christ is uplifted
· people receive a testimony of the hope you have in Christ

What do you think it means to have a “clear conscience” as a Christian?
· you know you have done the right thing
· you have made every effort to avoid offending or violating God’s standards
· even if accused of evil, you know in your heart that you made the right choices

Verse 16 mentions being falsely accused for good behavior. Why is it important to respond with integrity rather than defensiveness or retaliation?
· a defensive response is too much in the direction of argumentative
· better to let it be because you know you’ve done the right thing
· retaliation only heightens the ill feeling will be a departure from good behavior
· responding with integrity is to graciously maintain your position,  politely and with kindness

What are some modern situations where Christians are tempted to compromise their integrity when facing the slander Peter mentions?
· our culture wants to sue or boycott or start a protest march
· in the natural we might want to retaliate
· we are tempted to adhere to the philosophy, “Don’t get mad, get even!”
· we might even face loss of a job or being downgraded on a performance review

Why is it better to suffer for doing good than for doing evil?
· maintain a Christian testimony
· God is still honored because you did the right thing
· otherwise we are labeled as hypocrites and God is dishonored
· if you do evil, you probably deserve to be punished

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: A qr code with a green alien

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Application
Examine … 
· The different compartments of your life
· Rate the consistency of behavior between each one and your Christian faith. 
· Is there a strong connection, or maybe an emerging one? 
· Would you have to describe it as weak or non-existent?

Reach out … 
· To someone whom you know has been criticized or mocked for their good behavior. 
· Write a note or send a text of encouragement to them.

Develop a plan … 
· For how you will deepen your character as a follower of Jesus, 
· Based on this session as well as the whole study on character. 
· Show it to a close friend and ask them to periodically check on your progress. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Cryptogram Puzzle
Heard it, our monitors have… a whisper from the stars, sent from Inor Caly it was. A voice, Baptist and bold, calls from the third world—to stir our faith, they seek. The key below… mmm, yes… it reveals the letters. But only if the ‘Hello World’ you first understand.   
If help you need, go to https://tinyurl.com/3uhp6afy The crossword, it may also be accessed. 
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