12/2/2018
Isaiah’s Prophecy
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1. Motivate

When you shop for Christmas, do you start early with a list or wait until Christmas Eve and wing it?  What are the advantages of each?

	Early with a list
	Wing it Christmas eve

	· lots of choices

· take your time

· no pressure

· good buys (especially black Friday)

· can find what you want
	· get done all at once

· clearance sales?

· not crowded

· surprises for everyone

· don’t waste time multiple days/weeks


2. Transition

When Jesus came to earth to be born as a baby, God was not “winging it”

· The birth of Jesus was no mere circumstance.

· It was planned by God “before the foundations of the earth”
3. Bible Study

3.1 Immanuel – “God with Us”
Listen for the sign given.
Isaiah 7:10-14 (NIV)  Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11  "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights." 12  But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test." 13  Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
King Ahaz was facing an invasion.  What did God invite Ahaz to do in order to be reassured? 
· ask for a sign

· could be high or low, big or small, obvious or personal

· God would do something special just to show Ahaz He would protect/save the nation

How did Ahaz respond to the invitation to ask God for a sign? 
· refused to ask

· didn’t want to “put God to the test”

Why do you think Ahaz would not want to have a sign from God?
· didn’t want to impose on God

· maybe didn’t want to admit his need for God’s intervention

· didn’t want to “owe” God for helping him

· he had not been a godly king, was possibly afraid the message would include  bad news of judgment

What sign was promised by God, even though Ahaz had not asked?  
· a virgin would be with child

· would give birth to a son

· the son’s name would be “Immanuel”
What do you think was the intent of the sign?

· God wanted to be the one to demonstrate His power and protection to rescue

· God didn’t want Ahaz to put faith in, to go to other kings/nations for help

· trust God, not men

What is the meaning and message behind calling the child Immanuel?
· Immanuel ( “God with us”

· the miraculous child’s name would remind people of the promise of God’s presence

· then when God did deliver the nation, the presence of the child with that name would repeatedly remind them that God was the one who accomplished the miracle

How does the truth that God is with us impact you?

· the person of Jesus who fulfilled the promise

· God’s human presence in time and space came to rescue us from the curse of sin

· God’s daily presence in our lives in the person of the Holy Spirit of God

· God wants us to depend on Him for daily needs – big and small

What are some ways God invites us to trust Him?

· personal salvation – eternal life, eternal union with God

· God’s provision – daily, big things, little things

· guidance, wisdom, 

· God produces the Fruit of the Spirit within/through our lives

· protection

· healing

3.2 The Child Born Is the Mighty God
Listen for lyrics from Handel’s Messiah.
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
 What are the names to be given to the child of whom Isaiah spoke? 
· Wonderful Counselor

· Mighty God

· Everlasting Father

· Prince of Peace
In what ways are these words apt descriptors of Jesus?
	Titles given
	Implications or characteristics suggested by the titles?

	Wonderful Counselor

	· gives wisdom, gives direction, guides – in a wonderful way

	Mighty God

	· powerful, in charge, able to handle all situations, sovereign

	Everlasting Father

	· can always be approached as a loving father, always watches over, always protects

	Prince of Peace
	· brings peace to situations, ends conflicts, brings peace between God and men,  helps us to live at peace with one another


In what ways do we need God’s counsel?

· decisions about the future

· how to change our lives for the better

· things present in our lives which we should avoid 

How do we hear or experience the wonderful counsel of God? 

· faithfully reading and applying God's Word

· applying the teaching and preaching to which we are exposed

· being careful to listen to the convicting, the convincing of the Holy Spirit

What else do we learn about the rule or the kingdom of this child? (vs. 7)

· it will be an ever increasing rule

· He will reign on David’s throne (David’s descendant)

· He will rule with justice and righteousness … He will do the right things

· God the Father will accomplish this … zealously so

In what ways does the Messiah want to rule in our lives?

· rule in your heart, your mind – submitting your will to His rule

· guide and direct our decisions

· empower us to live victoriously

· lead us to conquer the influence of the world

· guide us to take the Truth of the Gospel, the Good News to the whole world

· make the Church (we are members of the Body of Christ) the victorious force in the world

How have you experienced the peace of God in your life?

· during emergencies

· during stressful times at work

· when facing physical problems

· during financial upsets

· dealing with teenagers (or two year olds)

· when family relationships go sour

3.3 God Promises a Descendant of David
Listen for descriptions of the Messiah.
Isaiah 11:1-5 (NIV)  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- 3  and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4  but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5  Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
Using the image of a tree cut down to a stump, what did Isaiah predict for Judah? (11:1) 
· a shoot, a sprout 

· a branch

· the branch will bear fruit

What things would characterize the unique One?  What words describe the kind of person He would be?
· wisdom

· understanding

· counsel

· power

· knowledge of the Lord

· will delight in the fear/awe of God 

What words indicate the kind of work He would do? 
· will not judge on outward appearances or hearsay evidence

· will judge with righteousness – will make right judgments 

· judge the needy

· just decisions for the poor

· strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,

· with breath of His lips will slay the wicked … by what He says or declares
How do we see Jesus fulfilling this prophecy in the Gospels?

· Jesus helped the needy

· miracles of healing

· judgments against the religious leaders who were self-serving and not interested in true righteousness

· died for our sins

· provided us with opportunity for righteousness – positional and experiential/practical

What are some ways we can focus on the promise of Jesus’ birth during the holiday season?

· Allow God to be your Wonderful Counselor

· Submit to the Mighty God

· Trust in the Prince of Peace – peace with God, peace in all areas of your life
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Application
Praise. 

· God has intricately planned the glorious act of salvation. 

· Praise God for providing salvation to you.

· Thank Him for putting His perfect plan in place so long ago to save you.

Give. 

· Many people live in areas where they have never heard the name of Jesus. 

· Your church likely has a special offering at this time of year to help take the message of the Messiah to the nations. 

· Give to this special missions offering and invest in the lives of others who need Christ.

Share. 

· Ask God for the opportunity to share the good news of the Messiah with someone this week. 

· Invite them to your church’s Christmas celebration.
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God will supply the wisdom, compassion, courage, and words if you will be sensitive and obedient to Him.

A video for the introduction is available. View at  � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_dz4b7keh" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_dz4b7keh� or download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y8otou7y" �https://tinyurl.com/y8otou7y� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A video is available for the application.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_q551hlk6" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_q551hlk6� or download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yd56y8n3" �https://tinyurl.com/yd56y8n3� 





Solution and other activities at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y7lzfu3t" �https://tinyurl.com/y7lzfu3t� 





Cryptogram





You won’t need your computer for this one.  Just use the decryption key at the top and match the number under the blank to the letter which goes in the blank.  When you determine the author of the quote about prophecy, look up some of the books he has written.
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