2/1/2026	Jesus Matters
1. Motivate

[image: ]Consider a road sign that reads, “Center of the World.”  If you were to erect a sign with this title based on your life, where would it be?  Why?
· on the TV
· in my golf bag
· in the kitchen
· on my car
· on my iPhone, iPod, iPad, computer
· on my boat
· in my garden/yard/workshop

 Because that is where I spend so much of my time and energy.

2. Transition

Today we look at where Christ should be in relation to the center of our lives … in relation to our life’s “city limits.”
· Know this:  Jesus matters!A video introduction to the Bible study is available. View it at https://tinyurl.com/ms2449sw .  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/2twbcu2x 

· Is he inside or outside?
· Is he at the center or on the periphery

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus: Creator of All Things

Listen for a description of Christ.

Colossians 1:15-17 (NIV)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16  For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Some Bible scholars think these verses represent words of an early Christian hymn.  Why do you think Paul used a song to express these truths about Jesus?
· music helps us remember the words
· the tune fixes the words in your mind (think of the ride “It’s A Small World After All” in Disney World)
· even our hymns and worship songs contain significant theology and spiritual truth



What is Christ’s relationship to God?  
· He is the image of the invisible God
· Jesus was visible, a real person
· He displays, demonstrates what God the Father is like
· He demonstrated God’s power and authority and love

How is Jesus the “image of the invisible God”?
· God became man
· that Man was/is both God and Man
· we see characteristics of God in the way Jesus lived and ministered
· we see God’s love
· Jesus acted out … even to the point of dying for us … what God wanted to do for us

What is Christ’s relationship to Creation? 
· He is the visible image of the invisible God
· He is/was the active agent in the created
· He created all things .. in heaven and in earth
· He establishes, rules over all elements of our society
· even those who believe they are in charge … He is in charge of them
· He is the sustaining power of the universe … over physical laws of science and physics

How do "all things . . . hold together" under Christ?
· He keeps the neutrons, protons, electrons (and all the other sub atomic particles) together, in their places, interacting correctly
· He keeps the various systems of our bodies functioning
· He keeps gravity working … “Obey gravity … it’s the LAW”
· He keeps all the stars in place, all the galaxies spinning correctly

What elements of God’s creation can impact your life this week?
· when I look at the beauty of nature around me
· when I see children and grandchildren grow and mature
· when I see God change people’s lives for the better
· when I see God at work in my life, in our family

How do your beliefs about Jesus – who He is/was – affect your daily life?
· knowledge of how He lived His life
· live in dependence on His power
· assurance that, having lived as a human, He knows how I feel, my temptations
· thankfulness for His ministry among us, His love

3.2 Jesus: Ruler over All Things

Listen for what Jesus is and does.
Colossians 1:18-20 (NIV)   And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19  For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20  and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

What does it mean for Christ to be the head rather than just an important member?
· in charge
· the authority
· the leader
· the One with the Plan
· the One who sees and guides in the best direction

Paul says Jesus is “the beginning” and “the firstborn from the dead.” “Firstborn” does not mean He is a created being.  So, how do these phrases establish His authority over life, death, and history itself?
· Jesus initiated the existence of all things
· Jesus is the One who is in control, in charge
· while we may feel the world and our culture is in chaos, God still has control
· Jesus is accomplishing His purposes, His plan in spite of what man is doing
· there is a critical balance between our free will and God’s sovereign design and control

Paul repeats the word “all” multiple times in this passage.   “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  and through him to reconcile to himself all things,”  Why do you think Paul is being so emphatic here?
· Through God’s inspiration of Paul’s writing …
· God was emphasizing how God the Father was demonstrated completely  in the human life of God the Son
· all the attributes of God (omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, love, grace, mercy, …) are demonstrated (some withheld or not displayed, i.e. omnipresence) in Jesus
· the reconciliation was the plan of Jesus’ sacrificial/substitutional death, burial, and resurrection
· this reconciliation was made available to all people
· the reconciliation covered all of our sins

In moments when the world feels chaotic or unjust, how does knowing that Jesus reigns now bring peace or confidence in the coming week?
· as humans, we like to think we are in charge
· human leaders cling to positions for power or financial gain
· some human leaders are good, some are evil
· in either case, God is the one who is ultimately in charge
· He is accomplishing His purposes, no matter what they do
· even if they are doing unwise, chaotic, or even evil things, God can still accomplish His good purposes in the midst of that confusion and evil

3.3 Jesus: Reconciler of All Things

Listen for a change of status.

Colossians 1:21-23 (NIV)  Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22  But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- 23  if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.

According to Colossians 1:21, what does it mean to be alienated from God and enemies in your mind because of your evil behavior?
· we were alienated from God implies we were His enemies
· we acted against Him
· our evil thinking resulted in evil behavior
· those evil attitudes and actions were the result of our sinful condition

How does Colossians 1:22 describe the reconciliation between believers and God through Christ's death?
· where we used to be enemies of God, now we have been lovingly adopted into His family
· Jesus’ physical death paid the price, took the judgment against our sinfulness
· the judgment against us has been paid
· we are now considered holy, separated from sin, justified
· no accusation against us for sin is now possible

In what ways does the concept of hope play a role in the Christian faith, particularly as outlined in Colossians 1:23?
· this is more than “I hope our team wins” kind of hope
· this is “we now really have HOPE of forgiveness” – Jesus, the Hero of the story has come to the rescue
· it is made effective by one’s faith in what Jesus has done 
· when you take the fact of Jesus work of reconciliation as Truth, personally for you

How does Paul's emphasis on the gospel's proclamation to all creation challenge us in our evangelism and outreach efforts?   (Note a discussion of verb tense  https://tinyurl.com/Greek-Verb-Tense for “has been proclaimed”)
· this is a powerful Truth that Paul is speaking of
· this is a life changing Truth
· not only can it change our lives, but it can also change the lives of people close to us and people around the world
· when we think of the Great Commission – this Truth is something that is a blessing, a benefit to share with people
· it’s more than just a responsibility to preach the Gospel, it is a blessing we can bring to others
· once they receive it, they will be glad they didUse the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Observe. 
· What do you notice about how Jesus made the stars, the trees, the flowers, and people? 
· Take time to look around at all Jesus has created and be thankful. Be specific. 
· What are you grateful for, and why? Thank God specifically.

List.
· Make a list of any areas of your life that you have not surrendered to Him. 
· We often become so used to being the boss of our lives.
· Beware that we forget He is to be the Ruler over everything in them.

Share. 
· Hopefully you’ve experienced the reconciliation and salvation Jesus provided through His death.
· If so, you know how life-changing that has been. 
· Make it a priority this week to help someone else reconcile with God
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Words and Clues taken from Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV)
Help and more at  https://tinyurl.com/2twbcu2x 
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